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For observation of water fowl, or for 
identifications at ranges beyond the 
reach of a binocular, a quality telescope 
is an essential part of the bird student’s equipment. I» the new BALscope Jr. 
telescope, Bausch & Lomb has produced an instrument admirably suited to 
bird study. At 20X, it brings up intimately even distant detail. 40mm objective 
lens. Weighs only 23 ounces, and for carrying, measures in length but 
12 9/16” with protective caps on each end. A lug cast into the body permits 


use with any pan-head tripod, without need for special adapter. 


BAlssopa Die. ...60mm Telescope... Brighter Image ...Wider 
Field... Choice of Powers... 95-% 


The completely distinctive optical system of 
BALscope Sr. telescope provides for ex- 
treme ease in focusing, produces an image 
of unsurpassed clarity. With 15X, 20X, 30X, 
or 6OX (celestial) eyepiece ... $95. Extra 
(interchangeable) eyepieces ... $25 each. 
Tripod adapter for use with any pan-head 
camera tripod $6.85. 


WRITE for descriptive folder and specifica- 


tions on BALscope Jr. and BALscope Sr. tele- 
scopes. Bausch & Lomb Optical Co., 25218 Lomb 
Park, Rochester 2, N. Y. 
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THE CHANGING SEASONS 


A Summary of the Winter Season 


Ludlow Griscom 


OR ONCE some 
possible. After a very mild fall, a remarkably 


weather generalizations are 
mild, open, but rainy winter extended from 
the Carolinas to the Dakotas and northeastward. Even 
farther west to the Pacific coast the winter was mild, 
and very dry in the latter part. In the Southern Great 
Plains the severe drought was broken northeastward, 
but unbroken toward the Many 
comment on the scarcity of winter fringillids as the 
result of drought years in decreasing the 
available supply of weed seeds. One wonders how 
much this had to do with the marked (1) eastern 
invasion of western species, an outstanding if not 


southwest. editors 


several 


unprecedented event of this season. Louisiana alone 
to the State list! 

The mild weather would appear to have disrupted 
the normal migration pattern of many species which 
(2) wintered successfully at previously unheard-of 
northern throughout the continent. 
In spite of this mild weather, (3) a marked invasion 
species thrilled observers in 
most of the eastern half of the continent. I follow 
the example of other regional editors and divide the 
systematic list into the three numbered categories. As 
usual it is at times impossible to decide into which 
category a certain bird belongs. Thus, Dr. Lowery 
and Mr. Newman think of Smith's and Chestnut- 
sided Longspurs as “western” birds, but when all 
four existing longspurs reach coastal Texas they are 
‘northern’ matter in which 
category they are considered; the point is that some- 
thing happened to them from. their 
winter range. 

(1) Eastern invaston of western species. 


added nine bivd 


limits virtually 


of irregular northern 


invaders. It does not 


defiect usual 
Note the 
high percentage of seed- or berry-eating birds, and 
absence of aquatic birds. An asterisk (*) indicates 
that the bird survived the winter. 

*Swainson’s Hawk—invasion into Florida. 
Ferruginous Hawk—in Indiana and Illinois. 
Vaux's Swift—4 in Louisiana. 

*Broad-tailed Hummingbird—a carefully checked 

sight record in Louisiana. 
Yellow-bellied 
collected in Louisiana. 

*Red-shafted Flicker—several Louisiana records. 

**Say’s Phoebe—in Missouri. 

Black Phoebe—in Texas. 

Hermit Thrush—Sierra race taken in Louisiana. 

Townsend's Solitaire—east to Kansas and Okla- 
homa. 
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Sapsucker—the Red-naped race 


Sprague’s Pipit—collected in Georgia: several in 
Florida; also in Missouri, Arkansas, and Mississippi; 
many in eastern Texas and Louisiana. 

Audubon’s Warbler—4 in Louisiana. 


Yellow-throated Warbler—Sycamore race taken 
in New Jersey in December. 
Black-throated Gray Warbler—east to north- 


western Florida; one collected in Louisiana; several 
records in southern coastal Texas. 

** Bullock's Oriole—a pair in eastern Massachusetts; 
also recorded in Wisconsin, Louisiana (5 individuals), 
and central California. 

Western Meadowlark—flocks noted in Tennessee. 
Mississippi and central Louisiana 

*Western Tanager—at Cod, Mass., Long 
Island, N. Y., New Jersey, Florida, Austin, Tex., and 
in central California. 

* Dickcissel — wintering 
commonly from New England to New Jersey; also 
noted in Nova Scotia, Pennsylvania, North Carolina 
(March-April), Florida and Missouri. 

* Black-headed Grosbeak—in Connecticut, Pennsyl- 
vania, and Louisiana (collected ). 

Spotted Towhee—east to Missouri, Kansas, Tenn- 
essee, Mississippi, New 
Jersey (specimen taken). 

*Green-tailed Towhee—an invasion into 
Texas; scattered records east to Kansas, Wisconsin, 
Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana (collected), and 
northeastern Massachusetts. 

Leconte’s Sparrow—collected in Georgia and in 
New Mexico. 

Brewer's Sparrow—collected in Louisiana. 


Cape 


invasion northeastward; 


Louisiana (several), and 


coastal 


*Lark Sparrow—in New Jersey. 

Harris's Sparrow—great flight in mid-west 
Prairies, wintering north to South Dakota. Also in 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Mississippi, Louisiana (many). 
(invasion), Georgia (collected), and 
central California. A notably disrupted species. 

(2) Southern 
northern localities. 
the winter. 

*Am. Egret—northeastern New Jersey, Delaware, 
and upper Chesapeake region of Maryland. 

*Snowy Egret—north to Virginia. 


coastal Texas 
stragglers occurring at remarkable 
An asterisk (*) means surviving 


* Louisiana Heron—in New Jersey. 

Red Phalarope—recorded in Ohio and Missouri. 

*European Black-headed Gull—s at Newburyport, 
Mass.; also observed in New York and New Jersey. 

Bell's Vireo—collected in Louisiana in December. 


Blue-winged Warbler—in Florida, 
rare. 

#Yellow-breasted Chat—Nova Scotia, New England 
(common), New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, and Louisiana. An 
unprecedented event. 

#Black-capped Warbler—in Virginia, Florida 
(where very rare, several records), Mississippi, 
Louisiana (many records). Also unprecedented. 

*Baltimore Oriole—commonly reported from New 
England to New Jersey; also Maryland, District of 
Columbia, Virginia, North Carolina, Florida, Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana. 

Blue Grosbeak—in Florida, St. Louis, Mo., and 
Cove, Tex 

*Indigo Bunting—in Massachusetts and Florida. 

*White-crowned Sparrow—numerous reports along 
the Atlantic Coastal Plain from Florida to Cape Cod, 
Mass.; also Nebraska, Oklahoma, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi and Louisiana. Another disrupted species. 


where very 


(3) Invasion of irregular northern species. 

Fulmar—at Cape Ann, Mass.; collected in Dela- 
ware. 

Rough-legged Hawk—poor in New England, but 
very good numbers in western New York, Minnesota, 
South Dakota and Montana. Reported from southern 
Texas and California. 

Golden Eagle—in Massachusetts, Maryland, North 
Carolina, Indiana, Northern Great Plains and southern 
Texas. 

Am. Brant 


Purple 


a flock seen twice in Tennessee. 

Sandpiper—in numbers to North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia; also in Illinois. 
Black-legged Kittiwake—abundant along the coast 
from northern Massachusetts to New Jersey; collected 
in Virginia, and seen in North Carolina and Indiana. 


some 


Alcids—poor on Atlantic coast; a few in inland 
lakes. Several Dovekies in southern Florida. 

Am. Robin—flooded the South Atlantic Coastal 
Plain and mid-western Prairies. Common in north- 
western Oregon, northern Idaho, western Montana 
and the central Rockies. Lacking in the Southern 
Great Plains, and scarce southwestward. 

Pine Grosbeak poor 


flight in the Northeast; 


invasion to Minnesota and North Dakota. 

Pine Siskin—a flood south to Bermuda, Florida 
(Cape Sable), coastal Louisiana and southern Texas. 

Common Redpoll—flight year from the Maritime 
Provinces and New England to Minnesota; recorded 
south to New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Virginia. 

Hoary Redpoll—in eastern Massachusetts, 
York, Indiana, Michigan and Minnesota. 

Red Crossbill—small numbers south to Long Island, 
N. Y., New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, North 
Carolina, northern Georgia, northeastern Alabama and 
Illinois. 

White-winged Crossbill—major flight year south to 
New Jersey (in numbers), Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Bermuda (Pough), Missouri and Minnesota. 

Am. Tree Sparrow—3 seen in southwestern Tenn- 
essee. 

Lapland Longspur—in Georgia (second record) and 
in coastal Texas. 

McCown’s Longspur—in eastern Texas. 

Chestnut-collared Longspur—to Kansas 
Louisiana and eastern Texas. 

Smith's Longspur—to Arkansas, 
(collected), and eastern Texas. 

(4) Other items not in the first three categories. 

Western Grebe—in southern Texas. 

Cattle Egret—up to 14 in southern Florida. 

Frigate-bird—on central California coast. 

European Teal—first record for Arizona. 

Old-squaw—second specimen for Arizona. 

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker—eastern subspecies col- 
lected in Arizona. 

Ringed Kingfisher—in southern Texas. 

Phainopepla—in southern Texas. 

Eastern Phoebe—several records in New Mexico 
and Arizona. 

Common Starling—abundant for the first time at 
Roswell in southeastern New Mexico (where first 
recorded in 1947); flocks in southern Texas, on 
Vancouver Island, B. C., and in southern California. 

Black and White Warbler—noted in central and 
southern California. 

Prairie Warbler—collected in Arizona. 

Palm Warbler—Yellow Palm in southern Cali- 
fornia. 


New 


(flock), 


Louisiana 





The lith International Ornithological 
Congress will be held in Basel, Switzerland, 
from May 29 to June 5, 1954. 

Five days will be devoted to meetings and 
2 to excursions. Before and after the Con- 
gress (May 25-28 and June 7-19) other ex- 
cursions will be arranged to enable members 


to become acquainted with the Swiss avi- 
fauna. The Congress fee is 30 Swiss francs. 

Applications to attend, and to contribute 
scientific papers, should be sent in before 
February 28, 1954 addressed to Ornithologi- 
cal Congress, Zoological Garden, Basel, 
Switzerland. 


201 








REGION REPORTS 


Winter Season 


December 1, 1952 - March 31, 1953 


NORTHEASTERN MARITIME REGION.—We 
would appear to be still in a cycle of increasingly 
mild winters and years, which have finally wrung a 
reluctant admission from 
the official Weather 
Bureau! December was 
again mild and open with 
a still greater number of 
southern stragglers than 
ever previously reported. 
The coastal Rhode Island 
census on Dec. 21 did as- 
tonishingly well (128 
species), but the hopes 
of Cape Cod in breaking 
the record were spoiled 
by a cold wave and bad 
weather on Dec. 28 (only 
100 species!). January 
was warm and very wet 
with litle permanent 
snow. February was the 
second warmest in_his- 
tory, and also exceedingly wet. Only once did the tem- 
perature near Boston drop as low as 10°. There was 
no winter in March either, with a record fall of 11 
inches of rain. 

The winter had two marked features. (1) Never 
in history have so many southern stragglers survived 
the entire winter with numerous first records ever 
for late February and even March, though the ex- 
pected drop in early January certainly took place. 
(2) In spite of the mild weather and the lack of snow 
there were marked flights of some of the irregular 
winter visitants. 

Only those old enough to know the literature 
and remember the ‘‘old fashioned” winters can ap- 
preciate the change which has taken place in 20 
years. I can recall when a wintering White-throated 
Sparrow in Essex County, Mass. was of sufficient 
note for everybody to take a special trip to see it! 
Next the Fox, Swamp and Savannah became common- 
place, the Field and Vesper occasional from Cape 
Cod northward. Then we got Seaside Sparrows regu- 
larly on Cape Cod and two years in succession north 
to Essex County. This year the White-crowned 
Sparrow wintered successfully on Cape Cod (1 north 
to Essex Co. in late December) and for the first 
time ever two flocks of Chipping Sparrows were 
found on Cape Cod in late December. Those inter- 
ested can go back to earlier text books and see what 
the normal northern limits of these sparrows were 
supposed to be. 

Fulmar—One found off Cape Ann on Dec. 5, 
1952 after a heavy southeast storm (Cottrells and 
R. G. Eaton, beautifully written up in April 1953 
Bulletin of Mass. Audubon Society). 


202 













\ 
DERICTON 
\ aes 
MAT, RATAHDIN 
te? k 


a 
O 

i 

I 


WANTUCKET L 
foc anTnds VINEYARD 





oBLOocK! 











Ducks.—Nearly every pond species wintered suc. 
cessfully in Massachusetts and Rhode Island, as the 
ponds never froze up. Green-winged Teal and Hooded 
Merganser were noted north to Maine (Christopher 
Packard). More Harlequin Ducks than usual were 
reported—a species which appears to be finally and 
slowly increasing. Common Eiders were sharply down 
in numbers along the whole coast of Massachusetts 
and the outer islands. 

Hawks.—Poor year for most species, particularly 
the Rough-legged. Two Golden Eagle reports. Hardly 
any Goshawks. 

Gulls—No marked flight of the white-winged 
species. An unprecedented invasion of Kittiwakes 
off Cape Ann in January hundreds and once over 
10,000 in a day. Cause entirely unknown. At least 
1 immature and 4 adult European  Black-headed 
Gulls spent the winter in Newburyport harbor, 
Mass. They moulted into breeding adult plumage in 
March. One collected by Wm. H. Drury on April 
12 had an abnormally colored bill and legs, so that 
neither he nor Allen Morgan could surely identify 
it, proving that gulls are a difficult and exceedingly 
technical group. 

Alcids.—A fair year only. Puffin at least 3 times 
off Cape Ann. Very poor year for murres and guille- 
mots. The only Common Murre report was from 
Rhode Island (Norman P. Hill). 

Mourning Dove.—A truly remarkable 
wintered successfully in large flocks. 

Snou'y Owl.—A few strays only. No other north- 
ern owls. 

Red-breasted Nuthatch.—Practically none around. 

Gray Shrike—An off year; a few stragglers only. 

Evening Grosbeak.—Good but not a great year. 
Peak in February. 

Purple Finch.—Invasion noted at banding and 
feeding stations, not noticeable in the field. 

Pine Grosbeak—A few strays and small flocks 
only, south to Cape Cod, where rare (Johnson). 
Missed by most active observers. 

Common Redpoll.—Fine flight year developed in 
February in spite of the lack of snow. 

Hoary Redpoll—A few adults were reported by 
experienced and seasoned observers south to Rhode 
Island (Clement). 

Pine. Siskin —One of the greatest flight years 
ever in spite of the total lack of hemlock cones, their 
favorite winter food. After a heavy fall flight they 
seemed to disappear in late December, but boiled in 
in late winter, swamping banding and feeding stations, 
where ordinarily they are little known. 

Red Crossbill—A few erratic flocks, going to 
feeding stations for lack of cones. Much commoner 
in Maine and south of us. 

White-winged Crossbill—A light flight suddenly 
and unexpectedly developed in late winter; few 
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large flocks. Mostly feeding on the ground on weed 
seeds or fallen plums, weak, starved and tame. Often 
found dead or picked up alive. Dr. Harrison F. 
Lewis reported 2 found in the stomach of a wild 
cat killed in Nova Scotia! Much commoner in Maine 
and south of us than in coastal New England. No 
cones. 

Exceptional southern stragglers (severely limited 
to reports confirmed by several people).—Forster’s 
Tern (Essex Co., Mass., Dec. 20-21). Western 
Kingbird (on Martha's Vineyard to Jan. 4, Cook, 
Butler), Eastern Phoebe (Jan. 26-30 on the Vine- 
yard, Butler; also Rhode Island in January), Laughing 
Gull (Osterville, Cape Cod, Johnson, Jan. 10-21). 
An Indigo Bunting appeared on Feb. 22 at a 
feeding station at Billerica, Mass., and remained 
until Apr. 14, fully completing the moult into the 
adult blue plumage (Dr. Davis), one of the most un- 
expected winter records ever made in New England! 
See Christmas Count for other extraordinary records: 
Yellow-breasted Chat, 21 reports north to Maine 
and Nova Scotia (Lewis); Baltimore Oriole, 38 
reports, December to March. Obviously some possible 
duplication from wandering in both cases. 

Western Invasion—This is discussed separately 
as it is an event throughout the eastern states this 
year. Western Tanager, a flock of 8 arrived at the 
feeder of Mrs. Donald Higgins at Cotuit, Mass., 
Jan. 1-13; none on the 14th; on the 15th 2 re- 
appeared, remaining to March 2. Photographed in 
color, slide thrown on screen and immediately 
recognizable as this species by 20 people at bird club 
meeting. Another or one of these birds arrived at a 
feeding station at East Orleans, Cape Cod, Feb. 
5-26 (Mrs. Carl Lund, Mrs. Lewis, Osborne Earle 
and Howard Rich). Am. Magpie, 1 at North 
Eastham, Cape Cod, Oct. 19 (Mrs. G. K. Higgins), 
another (or same bird?) at Morris Island, Chatham, 
Mass.. Apr. 9 (Warden Larry Smith), possibly a 
wandering escape. Bullock’s Oriole, 1 ¢ and 1 2 
at Falmouth, Mass. (Mr. and Mrs. C. K. Collins, C. 
Russell Mason), Feb. 23-Apr. 27, trapped, banded, 
photographed in color and slides sent to Dr. George 
M. Sutton who confirms identification of both birds. 
Others also reported north to New Hampshire, but 
less well confirmed. Dickcissel, 71 reports north to 
Maine and Nova Scotia (Lewis), many wintering 
successfully; 10 in Rhode Island in March and many 
trapped and banded. Green-tailed Towhee, 1 im- 
mature at feeder at Bradford, Essex Co., Mass., 
March 3 to mid-April (Mrs. Clifford Tate), seen 
by over 100 people, banded, photographed in color 
and passing into adult plumage. Lark Bunting, 4 ¢ 
and 5Q on Block Island, R. I. (Miss Dickens). 

Spring migration began in mid-February with 
Canada Geese, Woodcock, (Prairie) Horned Lark 
and other early birds. The number of southern 
stragglers has served to confuse the picture. Thus a 
singing Catbird in Essex County, Mass., in mid- 
March is certainly not a real spring migrant. Similarly 
I suspect a Tree Swallow on Plum Island on the un- 
precedented date of Feb. 22 (Beattie) and around 
for a week was a winter vagrant, as there were two 
mid-February reports for the Sound shore of Connecti- 


cut. March did not produce any sudden warm spell 
to cause any great rush of migrants (like last year), 
but again Mr. Packard writes me they did very well 
indeed in southern Maine in late March. He com- 
ments on the excellent flight of Fox Sparrows, though 
it was poor in eastern Massachusetts. 

I am especially grateful to Dr. Lewis for Nova 
Scotia records, Mr. Packard for Maine, Mrs. Ruth P. 
Emery for Massachusetts and Mr. Roland C. Clement 
for Rhode Island—LupLow Griscom, Museum of 
Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass. 


HUDSON —ST. LAWRENCE REGION — 
Throughout this Region the winter was unusually 
mild. At New York City the relation of the average 
monthly temperature to 
the norm was as follows: 
Nov. +3°, Dec. +3.4°, 
Jan. +5°, Feb. +5.1°, 

Mar. +2.5°. Preceded by 

a dry fall, the winter 

precipitation was some- 

what high; but on only 

4 days was there any 

measurable snow - cover. 

This cover was deficient 

too in the lower Hudson 

valley, in Sullivan Co., 

N.Y. and in the central 

Green Mts. of Vermont. 

Over the Adirondack 
. Mts. of New York the 

winter was generally mild 

with little snow-fall; in 

the central part, however, 

the area around Saranac 
Lake, the winter was the most severe of the past 5 
years and the heavy snow-cover was increased almost 
daily from late November to mid-January. Except for 
some bays and coves, Lake Champlain did not freeze 
over. At Quebec city, November and December tem- 
peratures were normal with heavy snow in December; 
temperatures for January and February were above 
normal. There were 24 in. of snow on the ground at 
the end of January and 31 in. at the close of the 
following month. 

In general the cone crop on the spruces was poor; 
on the White Pine, poor in Quebec and Vermont, 
good in New York; on Larch and Hemlock, fair. 
Fruit of the Mountain Ash was scarce. 

As might be expected, the unusual weather con- 
ditions were reflected in the occurrence of many 
birds new or uncommon in the Region, in the 
wintering of normal migrants, and the wandering 
of northern birds following their food supply. These 
conditions brought into the field many observers 
who have contributed notes of the winter's work, 
and they are to be thanked for their generous co- 
operation. These notes contained a wealth of valu- 
able material but in consideration of space limita- 
tions many notes must be omitted from the published 
record although they are of considerable local im- 
portance. Such records are carefully filed and are 
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available for later reference and for future com- 
parisons. The most striking feature of the winter 
birdlife was the occurrence of many western birds 
in the Region and the invasion by some of the more 
unusual northern finches. 

Loons through Herons —Common Loons were 
present on the larger bodies of fresh water until 
after the first of the year; some Red-throated Loons 
were unexpectedly found far back from the coast: 1 
in the Hudson River at Haverstraw, N. Y., Dec. 27 
(J. C. and Mrs. Orth) and 6 on eastern Lake 
Ontario, N. Y., Nov. 2 (T. Farnham). In eastern 
Lake Ontario were also found 22 Red-necked Grebes 
on Mar. 1, many badly oiled (Onondaga Aud. Soc.). 
The Eared Grebe was reported twice: 1 at Canarsie, 
L. I., N. Y. where it stayed for a week from Jan. 
21 (J. J. Elliott). On Mar. 28 one was seen in the 
Navesink River near Rumson, N. J., where studied 
at close range (E. B. Nixdorf and others). Pied- 
billed Grebes wintered rather commonly south of 
central Massachusetts. The White Pelican that was 
first reported last June at Mill Neck, L. I. seems 
quite content to remain there. At Mamaroneck, N. Y. 
39 European Cormorants were counted on Jan. 23 
(F. J. and Mrs. Steinhardt). Great Blue Herons 
wintered not only in the salt marshes but inland 
as well. A most unusual record for the Region notes 
that 2 Am. Egrets spent the winter at Sandy Hook, 
N. J., a third joined them at times and on Mar. 
28, 5 birds were present. This was at the site where 
egrets nested last summer (Gardner D. Stout). On 
Dec. 10 a Green Heron was seen at Mamaroneck, 
N. Y.; it was found dead a week later (F. J. and 
Mrs. S.). A Yellow-crowned Night Heron was at 
Cos Cob, Conn. on Dec. 21 (Mrs. Carol S. Roesler). 
An Am. Bittern spent the winter at Orient, L. I. 
(R. Latham). 

Geese and Ducks.—A large flock of Canada Geese 
remained at Mecox, L. I. through the winter; with 
the flock were 10 Snow Geese in February and 
early March. Snow Geese were also reported at 
Blandford, Mass., 200+ on Dec. 1 (Frary), and 
at Lake Champlain off the mouth of Salmon River, 
N. Y., 15 on Dec. 25 (T. A. Lesperance). On Dec. 
28 over 100 Shovellers were counted on southern 
Long Island. A most unusual concentration of 800 
to 1000 Redheads was recorded at Seaside Heights, 
N. J., Feb. 12 (J. K. Potter). Canvas-backs and 
Am. Golden-eyes were rather plentiful. A 4 
Barrow’s Golden-eye was seen in the St. Lawrence 
River at Matane Co., Que., Nov. 28 (J. Normandin) ; 
another ¢ was in Lake Champlain at Burlington, 
Vt. through January to Mar. 8 (R. B. Lavallee, N. 
St. Jacques, Miss Marion L. Smith). Two Harlequin 
Ducks spent some time off Riis Park, L. I. in mid- 


winter and 1 in subadult plumage appeared at 
Parsippany Lake near Boonton, N. J. in late 
November. There were but few Common Eiders 


off Long Island but large flocks were noted in the 
lower St. Lawrence River through November; they 
were particularly abundant off Father Point, Que. 
(JN). 

Hawks.—Turkey Vultures were reported far 
north of their usual seasonal range: 1 at Westfield, 
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Mass., Feb. 23 (Flint, Wood); 2 at Ringwood, 
N. J., Jan. 28 (Sid Waldron). Here as in many 
other cases it is impossible to determine whether 
the records should be considered under spring migra- 
tion for the mild weather may have greatly advanced 
the migration dates. Two Goshawks were reported 
from Westchester Co., N. Y., 1 from Katonah, Dec. 
27, another at Bedford Hills, Oct. 26 (S. O. Grier- 
son). At Shelter Island a Goshawk was seen on Feb. 
11 (R. Latham) and 1 at Burlington, Vt., Mar. 22 
(RBL). Near Syracuse, N. Y. this has been called 
a “flight year’ for Rough-legged Hawks. A hawk 
count made by the Onondaga Aud. Soc. on Feb. 
22 gave a total of 25 Rough-legs (21 light phase, 4 
dark). At Salisbury, Conn. a dark Rough-leg was 
seen on Mar. 21, a possible migrant (Rev. R. McC. 
Hatch). There was a relatively high winter popu- 
lation of Marsh Hawks near Syracuse, N. Y.; 8 
could usually be seen on the south shore of Oneida 
Lake (OAS). A Gyrfalcon was reported at E, 
Rutherford, N. J. on Jan. 4 (F. P. Wolfarth, C. 
Lincoln). A Pigeon Hawk was seen at Orient, L. I., 
Jan. 14 (R. Latham); one picked up dead at Stowe, 
Vt. Mar. 22 (RBL) may have been a migrant. 
Grouse, Rails, Gallinules—Populations of Ruffed 
Grouse have generally declined. In Sullivan Co., 
N. Y. they are still numerous (Sul. Co. Aud. Soc.) 
but they are not at all plentiful in North Jersey 
(EBN, SW). They are also low in the Catskill Mts., 
N. Y. In some parts of the Green Mts., Vt. grouse 
seem to have wintered well but there seems to be a 
general overall decline (A. M. Decker). This same 
condition applies to the Adirondacks of New York. 
King Rails are rarely here in winter but 2 reports 
have been made, 1 at Hardwick, Mass. where a bird 
was found dead in a muskrat trap on Nov. 14 and a 
sight record from Manhasset, L. I., Dec. 20 (L. 
Langdon Aud. Soc.). Clapper Rails were in the 
marshes at Cos Cob, Conn., Dec. 21 (CSR). A 
most unexpected Florida Gallinule was found at 
Rockville Center, L. I., Dec. 26 (K. Harde). 
Shorebirds, Jaegers and Gulls—The mild winter 
probably had its effect on shorebirds. A Ringed Plover 
remained at the Idlewild Airport, L. I. at least 
through December (JJE). Wintering Killdeer were 
numerous; they were reported as far north as Amherst, 
Mass., on Dec. 21 (Flint) and 1 on Feb. 18 
(Bartlett). Wilson’s Snipe were found frequently as 
far north as Greenfield, Mass. where they were seen 
from Jan. 11 to Feb. 23, the maximum seen was 
5 (Weeks). A White-rumped Sandpiper, an appar- 
ently normal bird, was at Ste. Anne-des-Montes, Que. 
on Dec. 1 (JN). On Dec. 22 a Marbled Godwit 
was collected near Moriches, L. I. (L. Wilcox), the 
latest Long Island record. On Lake Champlain off 
Au Sable Point, N. Y. a Parasitic Jaeger was seen 
on Dec. 13; this may be correlated with a storm re- 
ported off the New England coast at the time (TAL). 
In early winter the “white-winged’’ gulls, both 
Glaucous and Iceland were numerous on the south 
shore of the St. Lawrence River in Rimouski and 
Matane Cos. (JN), but they were scarce on Long 
Island. A Glaucous Gull was seen near Syracuse, 
N. Y., Jan. 25 (OAS) ; another was reported at Wolf 
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Pond, Staten Is., Dec. 20 (Miss P. Weingartner). 
One Glaucous and 1 Iceland Gull were at So. 
Kearney, N. J., Feb. 22 to Mar. 14 (FPW). There 
are several inland records of Iceland Gulls: 10 at 
Quebec city, Que, Dec. 22 (F. Hamel); 1 on 
Lake Champlain near Burlington, Vt. from late 
January through February (MLS); several from 
the vicinity of Syracuse, N. Y. (OAS); and 3 
were at Quabbin Reservoir in central Massachusetts 
(Campbell). The Great Black-backed Gull was un- 
usually common in the lower Hudson valley. Far 
more Laughing Gulls remained in the vicinity of 
New York City than in past winters. There was a 
Black-headed Gull at Brooklyn, N. Y., Dec. 28 (J. 
Soll and others); another record, perhaps of the 
same bird, was from Jersey City, N. J., Jan. 17 to 
25 (FPW). One Little Gull was noted at several 
points in Newark Bay, N. J. on Jan. 25 and later 
(FPW et al.). Black-legged Kittiwakes were relatively 
numerous well in-shore in late December and 
January; 55 were counted off western Long Island, 
Dec. 28 (J. H. Mayer and others); in the vicinity 
of Point Pleasant, N. J. several were seen in Decem- 
ber and early January (Black, Seeley), and 1 was 
reported from Staten Island (C. Redjives). 

Alcids—The only alcid reported from the New 
Jersey coast was a Razor-billed Auk at Deal on 
Jan. 3 (Black). Briinnich’s Murres penetrate farther 
inland than other alcids. They were frequently seen 
near Quebec city in December (R. Cayouette) ; some 
came into Lake Champlain, 2 on Jan. 6 and Jan. 8 
at Burlington, Vt.. (RBL, NStJ); at Rutland, Vt. 
1 found in the snow, died the next day (BB); at 
Bennington, Vt. 1 was picked up, fed and taken to 
the water where it was released (T. and Mrs. 
Foster). A  Briinnich’s Murre was killed at the 
Dexter Marsh near Watertown, N. Y., Dec. 7 
(JBB), and 2 were seen (1 collected) near 
Syracuse, N. Y. in late November (OAS). A 
Dovekie was in Lake Champlain off Au Sable 
Point, N. Y., Dec. 13 (TAL). The Black Guillemot 
was the only numerous alcid in the lower St. 
Lawrence River in the early winter; it was com- 
mon below Matane, Que. in December (JN). 

Doves through Flycatchers.— Mourning Doves 
wintered freely in the Conn. River valley, especially 
in Franklin Co., Mass.; 13 were in Whately on Jan. 
3 and 30 in Hadley, Feb. 8 (Reidel). A few were 
seen in the vicinity of New Paltz, N. Y. (J. 
Burroughs Nat. Hist. Soc.) and several flocks of 14 
or less were north and south of Syracuse, N. Y. 
(OAS). Six were seen at Canaan, Conn. on Feb. 
24 (A. A. Saunders) and 12 at Binghamton, N. Y. 
on Jan. 4 (V. Hannan). Snowy Owls were reported 
at Goshen, Mass. (1 on Feb. 2 and 4, Kenney), 
Burlington, Vt. (1, Jan. 15, RBL), and at Oneida 
Lake, N. Y. (2, W. R. Spofford). In Northern 
New Jersey 8 Long-eared Owls wintered in a pine 
grove at Millington and 7 at Basking Ridge (Mrs. 
Carol Davis). On Mar. 1 14 Short-eared Owls were 
seen near Syracuse, N. Y. (OAS). There was so 
much open water that Belted Kingfishers were gen- 
erally reported. There was a very satisfying increase 
in Pileated Woodpeckers all through the Region. 


The only Arctic Woodpecker recorded was at Claren- 
don, Vt. in early February (H. Potter). A Western 
Kingbird was at Riis Park, L. I. through December 
(Brooklyn B. C.) and an Eastern Phoebe was at 
New City, N. Y., Dec. 27 (RCAS). 

Larks through Nuthatches—Horned Larks were 
abundant at Orient on eastern Long Island where 
flocks of 500 and more were present until Mar. 1 
(R. Latham). That Hoyt’s Horned Lark migrates into 
the southern part of the Region and joins the com- 
posite lark flocks was substantiated by some selective 
collecting by James Baird. During the winter he 
has found Hoyt’s associating with the Northerns 
around New Brunswick, N. J. Prairies too were found 
in these flocks. Wintering Tree Swallows were pre- 
sent as usual on southern Long Island. Common 
Ravens were common on the lower St. Lawrence 
River (JN) but were not reported elsewhere. 
Black-capped Chickadees were unusually numerous 
through the winter, particularly near Syracuse, N. Y. 
The Tufted Titmouse, once rare east of the Hudson 
River, is now well established in Westchester Co., 
N. Y. (SOG), and 1 wintered at the Greenwich 
Nature Center, Conn. (Hastings). Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were very common around Quebec city 
(RC) and in the Green Mts., Vt. (AMD) but 
were reported absent in Ulster Co., N. Y. (JBNHS), 
scarce in Rockland Co., N. Y. (RCAS) and in West- 
chester Co., N. Y. (KH). 

Wrens, Mockingbirds, Thrushes—As expected in 
so mild a winter the records of Carolina Wrens 
were numerous and some were from points where 
this wren has never before been found. At Essex, 
N. Y. in the Adirondack Mts. one was present from 
October to Dec. 28 (Mrs. R. E. Mason). Other 
New York records were Rensselaerville, near Albany, 
2 from Dec. 27 through the first week in January 
(G. R. Cooley), 1 at Mohonk, in the Catskills (D. 
Smiley, Jr.), and 2 in Sullivan Co. from Mar. 1 
(the first record for the county, SCAS). At Agawam, 
Mass. 1 was seen through February and March 
(SAE). Three Long-billed Marsh Wrens were found 
near Boonton, N. J. on Dec. 21 (CD) and 1 at 
Marine Park, Staten Is. (MPW). Mockingbirds 
were well distributed through the southern part of 
the Region: 2 in Rockland Co., N. Y., 1 at Green- 
wich, Conn., others on Long Island and in Bergen 
and Morris Cos., N. J. At Cloridrome, Que. 18 Am. 
Robins were seen on Dec. 3 (JN), and between 35 
and 50 wintered in the Cripplebush area near the 
southern Catskills in N. Y. (JBNHS). Many other 
records show a large wintering population of these 
birds in the Region. 

Kinglets, Warblers—Most Golden-crowned King- 
lets were seen in the early winter only. Ten were 
noted im Mt. Albert, Que., Nov. 30 (JN) and 1 
at Pont-de-Quebec, Que. Dec. 22 (L.-A. Lord). 
Many were at Northampton, Mass. to Jan. 5 but few 
thereafter (SAE) and a similar pattern was re- 
ported in Ulster Co., N. Y. Numbers were low 
near Syracuse, N. Y. (OAS) and they were very 
scarce in southern Vermont (BB). Ruby-crowned 
Kinglets were reported several times in the Connecti- 
cut River valley; 1 was seen in Rockland Co., N. Y., 
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Dec. 27 (Mrs. Frances Irving) and 1 at Orient, 
L. I., in mid-February (R. Latham). These represent 
most of the reports until a record arrival of 20 at 
Swartzwood, N. J. on Mar. 15 (EBN), maybe an 
early migration. As usual several Yellow-breasted 
Chats were reported, mostly from Long Island but 
1 at Montclair, N. J. 

Orioles, Tanagers.—The number of Baltimore 
Orioles reported was almost fantastic; these reports 
came from over 20 different points in the Region. 
The most northerly was Brandon, Vt. where one lived 
at a feeder from Nov. 20 through March; a second 
joined it for 2 weeks in December (BB). Several 
were in the Conn. River valley of Massachusetts, 
and Syracuse, N. Y. had its share. The most extra- 
ordinary occurrence was at Ramsey, N. J. where 
on Dec. 17 a “group” of 30 orioles was reported 
at the banding station of Mrs. E. E. Wanek. One 
was banded on that day, another on Dec. 18. The 
identification of those trapped was confirmed by 
others. The idea of a flock of Baltimore Orioles 
is quite new, for even on their normal wintering 
grounds they are considered as solitary individuals. 
Orioles found here in winter always raise a sus- 
picion that many Bullock's Orioles may move east and 
that this may be the more usual bird. Several of the 
Orioles seen this winter were identified as Bullock's: 
among these was 1 at Easthampton, Mass. where a 
Bullock's appeared at the same feeder that was used 
by 1 of this species in 1948-49. This year’s bird 
stayed until Jan. 24 (SAE). A Western Tanager at 
Jones Beach, L. I. was present until Jan. 17 and was 
seen by all local observers. Another arrived at the 
feeder of Mrs. Louis Cherepy in Franklin, N. J. 
on Jan. 2 and was there almost daily until Mar. 
10, feeding mostly on grapes. It was seen by hundreds, 
and identification confirmed by Nixdorf. 

Southern and Western Finches.——The Cardinal is 
now a regular resident in the southern Catskills of 
New York. One spent the winter near Morristown, 
St. Lawrence Co., N. Y. (JBB). Another western 
visitor was a ¢@ Black-headed Grosbeak at Glaston- 
bury, Conn. from Jan. 10 to Mar. 19. The identity 
was confirmed by Miss Dorothy Snyder, S. A. 
Eliot, L. J. Whittles and others. It was banded by 
Mrs. Rhines. This appears to be the first record east 
of Iowa and north of Alabama [see Middle Atlantic 
Coast Region—Ep.}. The wide-spread occurrence of 
the Dickcissel amounted to a mild invasion. This 
irregular western visitor was first reported in the 
Region at Nyack, N. Y. in mid-October (R. F. Deed) 
and later between 40 and 50 appeared in the winter 
records. Some of these must be duplicates. The most 
northerly reports were from Bennington, Vt. where 
1 remained into February (BB), and from Amster- 
dam, N. Y. (Mrs. D. DeGroff). Cazenovia, N. Y. 
had 1 Dickcissel through December (Mrs. O. M. 
Edwards). Ten or more were in the Connecticut 
River valley in Massachusetts; here most of the 
records were made in December. In southwestern 
Connecticut the birds were present throughout the 
winter, while in northern New Jersey most appeared 
in March. At Easton, Pa. 1 spent the entire winter 
(Mrs. June Conway). 
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Finches.—In the northern stations the 
Evening Grosbeak was about normal. There were 
few in the Adirondacks until January was half over, 
and then came a decided increase but an abrupt de- 
cline from Mar. 23 (GMM). At Watertown, N. Y. 
they were scarce in the early winter but more 
numerous in February and March (JBB). At 
Burlington, Vt. there was a sudden influx on Feb, 
16 of 300+, and high counts through the remainder 
of the month (RBL, NStJ). They were first seen in 
late January at Canaan, Conn. but there were many 
more arrivals in mid-February. Farther south the 
records were extremely few. Very few Purple Finches 
were reported. The colony of House Finches at Stam- 
ford, Conn. is increasing in numbers and is spread- 
ing in territory. At Grande Vallee, Que. 10 Pine 
Grosbeaks were seen on Dec. 3 (JN) and several 
flocks were found at Quebec city (RC). In the 
Connecticut Lake section of N. H. they first arrived 
in the middle of January (F. T. Scott). The only 
records from Vermont were 8 at Ripton, Dec. 3 
(AMD) and a few single birds at Burlington. Add 
to these a few reports from the Connecticut River 
valley in Massachusetts and the Pine Grosbeak pic- 
ture is about complete. 

In the northern part of the Region Common Red- 
polls were normally common until the first of the 
year when they declined sharply and did not build 
up again until late March. The Adirondack Mts. had 
a large population all winter as had the Green Mts. 
of Vermont. At Syracuse, N. Y. the flocks built up 
from late November to large size by Feb. 1 (OAS). 
The spectacular flight was in the southerly part of 
the Region in early February. On Feb. 15 at New- 
foundland, N. J. an estimated 2000 were seen (JB) 
and on the same day at nearby Stockholm 500 were 
feeding in an old cornfield (Mrs. E. B. Nixdorf). 
In Sullivan Co., N. Y. large flocks were seen after 
Feb. 12 (SulCoAS). Large flocks arrived in West- 
chester Co., N. Y. about Feb. 10 and at Bethany, 
Conn. on Feb. 22 (H. Bunting). The flocks were 
soon dispersed and peak counts at Watertown, N. Y. 
and in Vermont in March may well represent the 
return flight. Several Hoary Redpolls were collected 
from these huge flocks in the late winter. In the early 
winter the flight of Pine Siskins was heavy in the 
southern part of the Region; in the north there were 
but few. There were wandering flocks of Red Cross- 
bills throughout the Region, but mostly on Long 
Island. On Nov. 27 there were 100 at Jones Beach, 
L. I. but the flock decreased sharply until Mar. 1 
(JJE). At Hohokus, N. J. there were 12 on Mar. 
18 (Mrs. Moll) and there were some flocks of small 
size in the Connecticut River valley (SAE). 

In the vicinity of New York City there have been 
14 flights of White-winged Crossbills in the past 100 
years; the last incursion was in the winter of 1899- 
1900. Since that time the bird has been practically 
unknown there. This year they came on a broad front 
extending from eastern Long Island west to northern 
New Jersey. The first day of the invasion was Feb. 
5. On that day 14 were seen at Greenwich, Conn. 
(CSR), 1 at Orient, L. I., and 35 at Jones Beach, 
L. I. (JJE, M. Gordon). On Feb. 6 they were at 
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Green Village, N. J. (Mrs. J. Hand), 30 at Prince- 
ton, N. J., 15 at Palisades, N. Y. (Mrs. Betty 
Barron), 11 at Bound Brook, N. 5. (R. Conn), and 
at Brooklyn, N. Y. there were 20. On the following 
day many other points were reporting them. At this 
time the flocks increased to 185 near Jones Beach, 
L. I. and about 200 near Morristown, N. J. (CD). 
The regularity of their arrival is impressive. The 
last reported in the area was on Mar. 23. The in- 
vasion drained the more northerly Region where the 
birds are normally present. 

Towhees, Sparrows—Several Eastern Towhees 
wintered in central Massachusetts and Connecticut. 
At Wood-Ridge, N. J. 2 remained through January 
and February (Miss Dorothy C. Pallas) and 1 or 
more were at the Ringwood Manor State Park, N. J. 
(SW). Another western visitor was a Spotted 
Towhee (P. maculatus montanus) collected at New 
Brunswick, N. J. on Dec. 23 (JB). Savannah Spar- 
rows were not numerous; 1 collected near New 
Brunswick, N. J., Dec. 23, (J.B.), proved to be the 
Churchill race (P. s. oblitus). A Grasshopper Spar- 
row was seen at Stony Point, N. Y., Dec. 27 (J. 
Orth) and another at Riis Park, L. I., Nov. 23 
(G. Carleton and others). A Vesper Sparrow was at 
Hamburg, N. J. from mid-December to late February. 
It was in full song on Jan. 31, a clear, mild day 
(EBN). At Ridgewood, N. J. a Lark Sparrow was 
banded on Jan. 14. It returned to the traps at irregu- 
lar intervals for several weeks (Mrs. Elinor McEntee). 
An Oregon Junco was at E. Northfield, Mass., Jan. 
21 to 25 (Weeks). White-throats wintered in greater 
numbers than in past years, Fox Sparrows too. Song 
Sparrows were found as far north as Pointe Frigate 
and Riviere aux Renards in Quebec (JN ).—CHARLES 
K. NIcHOLs, Am. Museum of Natural History, New 
York 24, N. Y. 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST REGION. — The 
Region had an unusually mild winter, with little 
snow but an abundance of rain. At Richmond, Va., 
the four winter 
months averaged 
over 3° above nor- 
mal. Numbers of 
species wintered 
above their normal 





-< 








— x} range. 
 pREDES aaibae Pelagic Birds.— 
oP { D Maurice Broun 
me REUSE Up picked up a dead 
‘ ca ON PUGE adult Fulmar, 
/ fi donors light phase, on 
Ricnme Dewey Beach, 


VA. Del., on Nov. 29, 
apparently the first 
record for the 
State. It is now at 
the University of Delaware. Pied-billed Grebes 
wintered in large numbers along the New Jersey coast; 
and Horned Grebes were abundant. F. R. Scott counted 
1111 Horned Grebes around the mouth of York River, 
Va., on Feb. 11. 





DANVILLE 











Herons.—Am. Egrets wintered in exceptional 
numbers: Timber Creek, N. J., Dec. 24 (M. Lois 
Morgan); 4 at Dividing Creek, N. J., Dec. 20, and 
2 on Feb. (Stanley Quickmire); 2 at Oldman’s 
Creek, N. J., Jan. 4 (Poole, Bernasou); one at 
Middletown, Del., Jan. 13 to Feb. 9 (Walden Pell 
2nd); one wintering at Bombay Hook Refuge (P. 
A. DuMont); Denton, Md., Jan. 22 (Roberta 
Fletcher); one wintering at Chase, Md. (O. W. 
Crowder); Kiptopeke, Va., Dec. 28 (FRS). Other 
noteworthy heron records are: a Snowy Egret winter- 
ing at Hampton, Va., from Jan. 9 (Mrs. I. Machen) ; 
a Louisiana Heron seen at Avalon, N. J., several 
times during January and February (W. B. Wright), 
apparently the first winter record for New Jersey; a 
Green Heron at Gibson Island, Md., Dec. 10 to 28 
(E. M. Barry ef al.); and a Yellow-crowned Night 
Heron at Newport News, Va., Jan. 31 and for several 
days (W. P. Smith). 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.—Robert Eggleston, Jr., 
found 3 Whistling Swans at the new Buggs Island, 
Va., reservoir on Dec. 7. Brant are making a fine 
come-back on the Middle Atlantic coast. New Jersey 
counts reached a high of 140,000 in early December. 
Refuge Manager E. O. Mellinger reported that about 
20,000 wintered at Chincoteague. Scott saw 5 from the 
Cape Charles ferry on Dec. 26. Some 15,000 Snow 
Geese have been present at their regular winter 
quarters at Fortescue, N. J. A (Hutchinson’s) Can- 
ada Goose was seen at Bombay Hook, Del., on Dec. 
7 (David Cutler, E. F. Finkle). Some high duck 
counts during the winter were: 43,000 Black Ducks, 
15,000 scaups, and 60,000 Pintails on the Delaware 
River below Philadelphia; 91,000 Canvas-backs on 
the Susquehanna Flats, Md., Dec. 27 (R. E. Stewart), 
and 6881 at Wicomico, Md., Dec. 28 (John Taylor 
et al.); 1300 Gadwalls in Charles Co., Md., Jan. 27 
(A. R. Stickley, Jr.) ; 410 Shovellers at Chincoteague, 
Va., Dec. 27 (EOM, FRS, R. J. Beasley); at least 
1000 Old-squaws at Chincoteague, Mar. 18, 
and 233 off the mouth of York River, Va., Feb. 
11 (FRS); and 150 Hooded Mergansers at Bombay 
Hook, Dec. 7 (DC). 

Vultures and Hawks.—Black Vulture records at 
the edge of the range of the species are increasing: 
Warwick, Pa., 2 on Feb. 1 (P. B. Street) ; Denton, 
Md., Dec. 20 (A. J. Fletcher, et al.) ; E. J. Stivers and 
M. L. Morgan saw an Osprey on the Washington 
Christmas Count on Dec. 20. A Goshawk was seen 
at Herrickville, Pa., on Nov. 13 (William Reid). 
F. P. Mangels saw a Gyrfalcon, gray phase, at New 
Tripoli, Pa., on Nov. 13; and R. and C. Miller saw 
one in black phase at Hawk Mountain, Pa., Feb. 22. 

Rails and Shorebirds—Bruce McCartney found 
King and Virginia Rails in fair numbers through the 
winter in the York River, Va., marshes. Mellinger 
reports a heavy winter population of Clapper Rails 
at Chincoteague, which is not always the case. 
A Yellow Rail was captured and photographed by 
Carl Bresler at Mickleton, N. J., on Sept. 28. Scott 
found 5 Ringed Plovers at Oyster, Va., Dec. 28; 
and Beasley found a Piping Plover at Seaford, Va., 
Jan. 31. Willis found a Killdeer nest with 4 eggs, 
half incubated, on March 22 at Middle River, Md. 
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At Ocean City, Md., on Fed. 23, DuMont saw 9 
Least Sandpipers. Dale A. Zimmerman observed 
under favorable conditions a Black-necked Stilt near 
Wildwood, N. J., on Aug. 13. Purple Sandpipers 
have been increasingly noted in our region: they 
are regular at Indian River Inlet, Del., and at Ocean 
City, Md.; and 3 were at Fort Monroe, Va., on Dec. 
6 (R. A. Glassell). 

Dovekie.—A partially oiled Dovekie was caught 
in the street at Ocean City, Md., on Dec. 5, by Mrs. 
Forrest Vaughan. 

Gulls—The Kittiwake has been added to the 
Virginia list by two specimens, both now in the 
Norfolk Museum: one picked up alive in Broad 
Bay, Norfolk, on Jan. 3 by Cooper Barefield; the 
other found freshly dead at Sandbridge, near Back 
Bay, on Jan. 18 by E. K. Sloane. Scott saw a 
Pomarine Jaeger off Rigsby Island, Mathews Co., 
Va., on the west shore of Chesapeake Bay, on Feb. 
10; and Jack Perkins saw an Iceland Gull at the 
beach at Back Bay Refuge, Va., on Jan. 29. 

Owls to Thrushes—A Snowy Owl was seen by 
Mrs. J. Heyl (fide R. Miller) at Allentown, Pa., 
about Nov. 2; and another, perched on a television 
aerial, at Norristown, Pa., on Dec. 9, by Raymond 
Middleton. A House Wren at Middle River, Md., 
Dec. 30 and Jan. 2, is a first winter record (EW). 
Others also seen: Washington, Dec. 20 (F. H. 
Sacksteder); Fort Belvoir, Va. Dec. 28 (S. A 
Briggs); and Chincoteague, Va., Dec. 27 (FRS). 
K. Burden and I. R. Barnes saw a Wood Thrush 
on the Washington Christmas Count, Dec. 20. Grey 
came across an amazing number of Hermit Thrushes 
at the edges of the highway between Williamsburg, 
Va., and Richmond, in a light snow on Feb. 2 and 3: 
90 in 6 miles; 25 in one measured mile. 

Warblers—aAn Orange-crowned Warbler was re- 
ported at Tinicum, Philadelphia, on Nov. 25 (DC), 
and one at Wenonah, N. J., on Dec. 6 (William 
Middleton). A Cape May Warbler was observed at 
Exton, Pa., Jan. 31 (PBS). Two Pine Warblers 
were seen at Wicomico, Md., on Dec. 28 (John 
Taylor et al.). E. T. McKnight and T. B. Nolan 
saw a Black-capped Warbler at Indian Point, Stafford 
Co., Va., on Dec. 14 and 22. There were a number 
of winter records of Yellow-breasted Chats: Jenkin- 
town, Pa., one wintering at the feeding station of 
Miss Evelyn Jacona; near Hawk Mt., Pa., one winter- 
ing and coming to the feeding station of John 
Parsley; Bombay Hook, Del., Dec. 17 (DC); 
Newark, Md., Dec. 21 (A. J. Fletcher, M. Hewitt) ; 
Grandview, near Newport News, Va., Jan. 1 
(RAG); Fort Eustis, Va., Jan. 20 (RAG). 

Orioles to Blackbirds—Each succeeding winter 
recently Baltimore Orioles have stayed farther north. 
Several wintered in New Jersey, including 2 fre- 
quenting the feeding station of Newlin Watson at 
Bridgeton and seen by H. H. Mills on Jan. 2, and 
one at the feeding station of Helen Collins at 
Moorestown, seen on Feb. 12 by Robert Haines. One, 
visiting a feeding station in Washington, Jan. 5 to 
10, was banded (Ralph Lawrence). One was seen in 
Charles Co., Md., Jan. 27 (ARS); 1 in Howard Co., 
Md., Dec. 26 (C. S. Robbins, James Baird, ARS) ; 
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1 at Laurel, Md., Jan. 28 to Feb. 6 (Mrs. Robert 
McCeney); and 1 at Newport News, Va., Dec. 14 
(RAG). A Summer Tanager, frequenting the feed- 
ing station of Miss Minnie Stauffer at Cape May 
Court House, N. J., during late November and 
early December, was seen by W. B. Wright on Nov. 
31. On the Susquehanna Flats, Md., Christmas Count 
an estimate of 350,000 Purple Grackles and 200,000 
Brown-headed Cowbirds was made (EGD ef ai.). 
In a huge concentration of blackbirds at Hog Island, 
Surry Co., Va., flocks flying over were estimated at 
210,000 birds, mostly Red-wings, with 30,000 
grackles and 10,000 cowbirds (FRS ef al.). Grey 
saw similar flights over Williamsburg, Va., in Decem- 
ber, with nightly estimates of hundreds of thousands. 

Finches.—There has not been such a Pine Siskin 
invasion in many years as we had this winter. Birds 
came early and were still present at the end of 
March. Flocks up to 200 plus were numerous all 
over the Region, as far south as the Dismal Swamp, 
where Murray and Grey saw them in several places 
on Feb. 17. They were reported on 18 of 21 Christ- 
mas Counts in Maryland-Virginia territory. There 
were few Evening Grosbeak reports in the northern 
part of the Region and none in Virginia. A lone Pine 
Grosbeak was seen at Haddonfield, N. J., on Jan. 
3 by E. C. Archer. A Black-headed Grosbeak 
frequented a thicket with other winter birds near 
King of Prussia, Pa., from Nov. 15 to 25 (DC). 
Common Redpolls were reported in small flocks in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Maryland, though 
not arriving before late December. W. Yoder and 
P. S. Weirick saw 8 at Brigantine, N. J., Jan. 17; 
and Ira Weigley saw 30 at Birdsboro, Pa., Feb. 28. 
There were two Virginia reports: a female at Norge, 
Feb. 14 (BMcC), and 2 at Norfolk for several 
days in February (W. F. Rountrey). Red Crossbills 
were present at Hawk Mountain through the winter, 
with 5 on March 3 (MB). There were 25 at West 
Chester, Pa., Nov. 14 (Margaret Goodwin); and 1 
at Germantown, Pa., on Nov. 27 (Jack Arnett, Jr.). 
The northern part of the Region had an explosive 
invasion of White-winged Crossbills about the first 
week of February, when they were reported from 
many points: Pitman, N. J., Feb. 6 (George Hitch- 
ner); 2 at Hawk Mt., Feb. 9 (MB); 4 at West 
Chester, Pa., on Feb. 6, 20 on Feb. 7, 4 on Feb. 
8 and 9, and 8 on Feb. 10 (MG); Mt. Holly, N. J., 
Feb. 12 (E. S. Weyl); at least 20 at Wyncote, Pa., 
Feb. 9 and 10 (Edward D. Perry); 1 4 at Laurel, 
Md., Feb. 8-10 and 2 on the 11th (Mrs. Robert 
McCeney, Mrs. C. S. Robbins). All observers re- 
ported them so tame that they fell easy victims to 
predators. They were usually feeding on hemlock 
seeds. 

Sparrows.—There were Ipswich Sparrow reports 
from Indian River Inlet, Del., Feb. 21 (PAD); 
Ocean City, Md., 3 on Feb. 22 (PAD); Buckroe 
Beach, Va., 2 on Nov. 9 and Jan. 1 (RJB); and 
Chincoteague, Va., Dec. 27 (FRS). White-crowned 
Sparrows were seen at Greensboro, Md., from 
January to March (M. W. Hewitt, Mrs. Ethel 
Poore), and at Ocean City, Md., from December 
to February (S. H. Low ef al.). Mrs. Floy Burford 
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found a flock of 35 Lapland Longspurs near Pungo, 
Va. March 8. Five Snow Buntings were seen at 
Fort Monroe, Va., on Feb. 8 (RJB, Col. J. R. Hughes, 
Capt. J. Churan)—JuLIAN K. POTTER, 437 Park 
Ave., Collingswood, N. J., and J. J. Murray, 6 
White St., Lexington, Va. 


SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST REGION — 
The winter was a rather mild one. Average tempera- 
tures were up 2 to 3 degrees (11 scattered weather 
stations). 
Minor rainfall 
deficiencies in 
December and 
January were 
offset during 
the following 
two months. 
February was 
windy, espe- 
cially along the 
coast. Robins 
were easily the 
“Bird of the 
Winter.” Their 
presence in great numbers was noted over the entire 
Region, and in the upper Piedmont section of North 
Carolina, concentrations estimated upward to 50,000 
were reported. Several rare species high-lighted an 
otherwise dull birding winter. These included, 
Sprague’s Pipit, Dickcissel, Red Crossbill, Leconte’s 
and Harris’s Sparrows, and Lapland Longspur. 

Grebes, Pelicans—Red-necked Grebes appeared 
in the greatest numbers yet noted on the southern 
coast of Georgia. Frederic V. Hebard reported 44 
on Dec. 19, in Cumberland Sound. At Folly Beach, 
Charleston, S. C., 2 White Pelicans were seen by 
Mrs. Fred H. Horlbeck, possibly the same birds re- 
ported by Mrs. Horlbeck in Charleston harbor, May 
18, 1952. 

Waterfowl. Geese and ducks were more plentiful 
in both coastal and lower inland areas. At Columbia, 
S. C., Mrs. W. H. Faver found Shovellers, Redheads, 
scaup, and Buffle-heads in unusually large numbers. 
A lone Blue Goose wintering at Elkin, N. C., first 
noted in early November (E. M. Hodel), and an- 
other at Atlanta, Ga., from Nov. 9 through the 
winter (William W. Griffin), were well up in the 
Piedmont region. A male Green-winged Teal at 
Warner Robins, Ga., Jan. 24 (Nathaniel R. Whitney, 
Jr.), and a Blue-winged Teal, Feb. 15, at Coleraine, 
Ga. (Hebard) are noteworthy. 

Birds of Prey—An immature Golden Eagle at Pea 
Island Refuge, N. C., again this winter, was re- 
ported by Mr. and Mrs. I. C. Hoover, Feb. 22. At 
Laurenburg, N. C., a concentration of about 20 Marsh 
Hawks occupied an abandoned and protected air 
field during the winter. Five females were counted 
during an organized search of the four square 
mile area on Apr. 6 but there was no evidence of 
nesting (E. R. Lyon). Mrs. Cecil Appleberry at 
Wilmington, N. C., reported an unusually large 
number of Ospreys over Orton Pond, where they have 
bred for years, on Nov. 16. Richard G. Kuerzi 

















noted Sparrow Hawks extremely common through- 
out coastal Georgia (and Florida) all winter. 

Rails, Shorebirds —A Sora rail at Coleraine, Ga., 
Jan. 6 (Hebard) was rare. At Cape Romain Refuge, 
S. C., Paul Sturm reported 3 Long-billed Curlews, 
Feb. 15. Purple Sandpipers were more numerous 
than ever. At Tybee Beach, Savannah, Ga., Ivan 
Tomkins found them in small numbers with fair 
regularity during the winter; 2 were watched there 
on Jan. 17 by E. Burnham Chamberlain and party. 
At Charleston, S. C., John Henry Dick found a flock 
of “about 50” on Feb. 19, on the rock break- 
water at Fort Sumter; and at Wilmington, N. C., 
1 to 4 were found throughout the winter (first seen 
on Sept. 12, Mrs. Appleberry). 

Jaegers, Gulls—About 22 miles offshore slightly 
north of Cape Hatteras, N. C., Phillips B. Street 
saw a lone Pomarine Jaeger and 4 Kittiwakes on 
Jan. 3. He had found them in numbers between 
Nassau and Havana, Jan. 1. When southbound on 
Dec. 27, and about 35 miles off Kitty Hawk, N. C., 
Mr. Street had also encountered the Kittiwakes. At 
Wrightsville Beach, Wilmington, N. C., a group 
including Elmer Smalzreid, Fritz Lemmer, John 
Funderburg and Mrs. Appleberry found 30 or more 
Great Black-backed Gulls, Mar. 23. 

(Correction: In the Fall Migration report, I 
carelessly recorded Laughing Gulls abundant at 
Santee-Cooper reservoirs. Mr. Lemaire’s report was 
of Ring-billed Gulls—BRC). 

Owls.—Short-eared Owls appeared unexpectedly 
at several locations. At Santee Refuge, Summerton, 
S. C., Robert J. Lemaire saw 3, Nov. 26, 7 on Jan. 
15, 2 on Feb. 4, and 1 on Feb. 12; at nearby (25 
miles) Eastover, Mrs. W. H. Faver and Mrs. Clyde 
Sisson found 2, Dec. 23, in a plowed field; and at 
Warner Robins, Ga., Whitney noted 1, Dec. 26 and 
3 or more on Jan. 25, in a grass field. 

Larks, Crows.—Horned Larks were scarce this win- 
ter in central Georgia. One was reported at Warner 
Robins, Dec. 28 (Whitney) ; J. Fred Denton reported 
about 30 at Augusta, Ga., Jan. 11, and about 20 
from that time through the 15th of February; at 
Lenoir, N. C., Tom Parks found 2 to 4 feeding 
on Lespediza seed from Feb. 25 through end of 
the period. About 200 Fish Crows were reported 
flying north at Coleraine, Ga., Feb. 5 (Hebard). 

Robins —Am. Robins seemed to be everywhere. 
Comments upon their abundance came from all 
quarters. At Elkin, Lenoir, and Chapel Hill, N. C., 
fields and roosts were estimated to contain upward 
to 50,000 birds. Comparison of Christmas Count 
figures for 1951 and 1952 will probably be repre- 
sentative of the overall picture. In 1951, 23 localities 
in both Carolinas counted a total of 878 robins; the 
1952 figure from 25 localities was 5874. Roosts were 
not included either year. 

Sprague’s Pipit—Two birds, one of which was 
collected, were observed on the Daniel Field airport 
at Augusta, Ga. on Dec. 28, 1952. On Jan. 27, 1953, 
there were at least 5 birds at the same spot (Denton). 
Mrs. Lewis Gordon, Sr., saw 3 at Atlanta, Ga., 
Feb. 28 (reported by W. W. Griffin). The only 
other record of occurrence of this pipit in Georgia 
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is of the 10 specimens taken on Cumberland Island 
between Jan. 19, and Apr. 3, 1903, by A. H. Helme. 

Warblers.—Two Black and White Warblers were 
seen, and 1 collected, at Augusta, Ga., Dec. 30 
(Denton). A Common Yellowthroat singing on Mar. 
18 and 20 at Winston-Salem, N. C., was early (T. 
W. Simpson). A Yellow-breasted Chat (possibly 2) 
visited a Chapel Hill, N. C. feeder regularly from 
Jan. 20 to the end of the period (Mrs. Matt L. 
Thompson); another was seen at Possum Lake, 25 
miles west of Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 4 (William Calder). 
A Hooded Warbler was heard and seen in western 
Camden County, Ga., Feb. 12 (John W. Burch); 
and another was heard by Hebard and Kuerzi on 
Highway 40, 1 mile north of the Satilla River, Ga., 
Feb. 15. 

Orioles, Finches—An adult male Baltimore Oriole 
was collected at Wilmington, N. C., Apr. 7. It was 
feeding in a large red oak with another male (John 
B. Funderburg); also at Wilmington, a female was 
seen by Mrs. W. C. Mebane from Mar. 10 to Mar. 
15; and a male visited the feeder of Mrs. Boegli 
several times during the winter. At Morganton, N.C, 
James C. Taylor studied a male Dickcissel at his 
feeder at distances of 7 to 20 feet, on the afternoon 
of Apr. 3, and the morning and afternoon of Apr. 
4. The left epaulet of this bird was white. The right 
shoulder patch bore the normal reddish brown 
coloring. Three Dickcissels were recorded at Rome, 
Ga.: an adult male and a female visited the feeding 
station of Mrs. J. L. Henderson, Feb. 8 to Mar. 8, 
and an immature male banded by Gordon L. Hight, 
Jr., on Mar. 14 was still present on the 31st. 

Purple Finches were scarce in southern Georgia 
(Kuerzi). Pine Siskins apparently were plentiful 
over most of the Region. There was an unusual pene- 
tration of Red Crossbills. In North Carolina, they 
were reported as follows: Greensboro, 6 to 8 birds 
at intervals between Jan. 31 and Mar. 15 (George 
Smith); Winston-Salem, 10 males and 6 females, 
Mar. 1 (Charles M. Frost and Simpson) ; Charlotte, 
6 to 10, Jan. 1 to Feb. 16 (Olin P. Wearn and Mr. 
and Mrs. E. O. Clarkson); Matthews, 10 or 11, 4 
or 5 of them males, Mar. 4 (B. R. Chamberlain). A 
flock of about 20 Red Crossbills was present at 
Rome, Ga., Jan. 15 to Feb. 14; 3 of them were 
banded on Feb. 7 (Hight). 

Sparrows.—At Atlanta, Ga., W. W. Griffin saw 
a Leconte’s Sparrow, Dec. 21, and returned to the 
spot and collected a male specimen, Jan. 1. Slate- 
colored Juncos, rare on the lower coast of Georgia, 
appeared in some numbers at Coleraine, Dec. 20, and 
remained about a month (Hebard). On Jan. 18, an 
immature female Harris’s Sparrow was collected at 
Atlanta, Ga., from a small flock of 6 to 8 White- 
crowned Sparrows. The White-crowns were still 
present on March 17 (Griffin). At the Augusta, Ga. 
Municipal Airport, 2 Lapland Longspurs were seen 
with Horned Larks at mid-day in bright sunshine 
at 20 feet on Jan. 11. Two others seen the same day 
on another part of the airport were with Water Pipits. 
The longspurs were seen again on Jan. 12 and 13, and 
2 were still present on Feb. 15. At this last observation 
the birds were bathing in a rainpool at the Airport. 
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This is the second record for Georgia (Denton) — 
B. R. CHAMBERLAIN, R?. 1, Mattheus, N. C. 


FLORIDA REGION.—The drought in north Florida, 
mentioned in the last report, was broken shortly be- 
fore Christmas, and rainfall became excessive in Feb- 
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January was comparatively 
secstiieese cool (except in north 
de te Florida), but unseasonably 
warm weather prevailed 
from the middle of February to late March. During 
the first 24 days of March, only 2 of the 6 stations 
reporting had a single day of subnormal temperatures. 
The accumulated excess in mean temperature at these 
stations ranged from 2.5° to 4.8° for the entire month. 
This warm spell brought unusually early records in 
the Tallahassee region of species which winter in 
south Florida and/or Cuba (Parula and Prairie War- 
blers, Crested Flycatcher, Wilson's Plover, Yellow- 
throated Vireo), but apparently had little or no effect 
on arrivals from across the Gulf. The two warblers 
mentioned were especially numerous on Mar. 21, fol- 
lowing a night of rain and east winds. Variations in 
the apparent arrival dates of transient individuals are 
often marked, being due to chance, but the fact that 
summering individuals are sometimes as consistent in 
their arrival dates in the South as in the North is often 
overlooked. A striking example of this was noted 
when the Eastern Kingbird, Orchard Oriole, and 
Summer Tanager which breed in the writer's neigh- 
borhood arrived on Apr. 1 for the second successive 
year! A number of Florida’s most unusual records 
for the winter of 1952-53 may be classified as species 
which normally winter far southwest of that state: 
Sprague’s Pipit, Black-throated Gray, Blue-winged, 
and Black-capped Warblers, Blue Grosbeak, and 
Dickcissel. Three others are northern birds (Red- 
necked Grebe, White-winged Scoter, and Pine Siskin), 
and the White-crowned Sparrow, increasing this win- 
ter, is intermediate between these two categories. 
Species which are regularly present in winter in north 
Florida but were recorded in unusual numbers this 
year are: Common Loon, Mallard, Gadwall, Pintail, 
Winter and Carolina Wrens, Golden-crowned King- 
let, Myrtle Warbler, and White-throated Sparrow. 
Loons and Grebes.—About 200 Common Loons 
were counted in the Panacea area, Dec. 27. Two Red- 
necked Grebes were observed off Alligator Point, Dec. 
27 (Henry M. Stevenson), and a few Horned Grebes 
reached South Florida, where they are normally rare. 
One was at Bear Lake, Jan. 3, and 2 near Sebring, 
Feb. 12 (L. A. Stimson). 
Pelicans and Gannets—White Pelicans were again 
numerous around Cape Sable, the maximum count 
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being 350 (LAS). Prior to this season only a single 
Gannet had been reported from the Tallahassee area, 
but Marvin Wass and others had numerous records 
of adults and immatures from Nov. 29 to Mar. 22, 
off Alligator Point. Others were seen near St. George's 
Island, Mar. 15 (H. L. Stoddard). One was reported 
from Sarasota County, Jan. 11 (Charles P. Kimball 
fide Charles Preston). 

 Egrets, Herons, and Ibis.—Cattle Egrets reappeared 
in the Lake Okeechobee region, where they were seen 
by numerous observers from Feb. 11 to Mar. 29, the 
numbers ranging up to 14. An unconfirmed report is 
also at hand from Merritt’s Island. A Green Heron 
near St. Marks Light, Jan. 17, is the only record for 
the winter in this part of the state (HLS and John 
DeLime). Richard West flushed an adult Yellow- 
crowned Night Heron on the Wakulla River, Dec. 29, 
this being the fourth winter record for the Tallahassee 
region. A Wood Ibis remained near St. Marks Light 
until Nov. 29 (JD), and 5 White Ibis until Dec. 7 
(HMS, Lee R. Herndon, & Mrs. DeLime). 

WW aterfowl.—The surprising total of 43 Blue Geese 
was reported at Tallahassee, Dec. 23 (RW, William 
H. Cross). Green-winged Teal continued to be abun- 
dant in the Tallahassee area, and increased in south 
Florida. In the Cape Sable area 70 were present on 
Dec. 20, and 6 remained on the late date of Mar. 21. 
Howell (Florida Bird Life) considered them rare 
there. Two young male White-winged Scoters were 
in Alligator Harbor (near Panacea), Dec. 27 (HMS). 
This is the second record for the Tallahassee region. 
A hybrid Mallard x Am. Widgeon was killed on 
the St. Marks River about Dec. 1. 

Hawks.—The remarkable invasion of Swainson’s 
Hawks in South Florida, described in the last report, 
continued to a lesser extent throughout this period, 
according to William G. Atwater. The first record for 
the winter was on Nov. 3, and later in that month 
about 253 were counted in one day. In the fields 
northeast of Homestead 39 were recorded on Jan. 2, 
and 20 on Mar. 14. Ospreys, usually rare in winter in 
North Florida, were found at 3 localities in Wakulla 
and Franklin Counties this year by a number of com- 
petent observers. A Pigeon Hawk on St. George’s 
Island, Mar. 28, may have been an early migrant 
(HLS & Leon Neel). 

Limpkins, Shorebirds and Gulls.—Will and Thelma 
Middleton reported 5 young Limpkins out of the 
nest at Wakulla Springs on Mar. 27—a very early date 
for North Florida. A Wilson’s Plover on Mashes Is- 
land, Mar. 14, constitutes the earliest record for the 
Tallahassee region (Ernest P. Edwards). Cross saw 
an Am. Golden Plover at Lake Jackson (near Talla- 
hassee), Dec. 23. There are a few previous winter 
records on the nearby coast. Six Black-necked Stilts 
were seen 35 miles south of Clewiston, Dec. 28 (J. B. 
Foster and G. G. Gibson). Other unusual winter 
records for North Florida are: Hudsonian Curlew, St. 
Marks Light, Jan. 8 to late February (several ob- 
servers); Spotted Sandpiper near Panacea, Dec. 27 
(RW); Red Knot, Alligator Point, Mar. 21 (HMS). 
Illustrative of the recovery of formerly rare shore- 
birds are 3 counts of Marbled Godwits: 80 at Snake 
Bight, Jan. 3 (LAS); 75 on St. James Island (near 


Panacea), Dec. 27 (WHC); 43, loc. cit., Mar. 28 
(HMS et al.). Furthermore, the Am. Avocet made a 
good showing in North Florida, with 3 near St. 
Marks Light, Nov. 28 to Dec. 7 (JD, ef al.), and 7 
on Merritt's Island, Dec. 3 (R. J. Longstreet). Other 
high counts were 40 Gull-billed Terns in the Cape 
Sable area, Mar. 21 (LAS); and 300-400 Red Knots 
in Sarasota County, Jan. 24 (Wilbur Smith, e al., fide 
CP). An Iceland Gull, seen a few miles south of 
Daytona Beach, Dec. 23, is one of the few state 
records (JBF and GGG). 

Dovekies—Another invasion of these northern 
birds was witnessed by a number of South Florida ob- 
servers. Numbers up to 200 occurred around Fort 
Lauderdale, Dec. 1 to 10, and single birds were found 
wounded at Key West, Dec. 10 and 12 (Frances 
Hames). 

Swifts to Flycatchers.—An early Chimney Swift ap- 
peared at Tallahassee, Mar. 21 (MW), but the real 
numbers arrived on the 30th. A Ruby-throated Hum- 
mingbird in Jefferson County on Mar. 19 was likewise 
ahead of schedule (LN). Arrival dates of the Eastern 
Kingbird throughout the Peninsula were about nor- 
mal, but a very early Crested Flycatcher was recorded 
near Tallahassee, Mar. 15 (HMS), the next-earliest 
known date being the 22nd. The only Vermilion Fly- 
catcher reported near Tallahassee all winter was ob- 
served at Lake Jackson on Jan. 17 (HMS, e¢ al.), but 
at least 3 wintered near St. Marks Light. 

Larks through Kinglets—Two Horned Larks seen 
at close range near Tallahassee on Dec. 23 constitute 
the first record for that region (Stephen M. Russell). 
Rough-winged Swallows were unusually early at Pana- 
cea on Mar. 14 (HMS ef al.). Four Am. Robins seen 
at Lake Okeechobee on Mar. 28 are apparently the 
latest of record in South Florida (LAS, ef al.). 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were present in North 
Florida in almost unprecedented numbers (55 on St. 
Marks Christmas Count, 74 at Tallahassee). 

Pipits and Vireos——Formerly thought to be one 
of Florida’s rarest species, Sprague’s Pipit occurred 
during the period at 2 widely separated localities to 
the number of 4 individuals. One was seen by a 
number of observers near St. Marks Light, Nov. 30 
to Dec. 7. Three were seen and 1 collected on St. 
George's Island, Feb. 27 (HLS & LN). Seven Water 
Pipits reached Key West on Nov. 27 (FH), and a 
flock of Common Starlings spent part of December 
and January at Marathon (Christine Bonney). Win- 
tering White-eyed Vireos in the Tallahassee region 
showed some recovery this year following their al- 
most complete disappearance during the cold winter 
of 1950-51. Another winter record of the Yellow- 
throated Vireo for South Florida was that of one at 
Paradise Key, Jan. 31 (LAS); and an early migrant 
appeared near Panacea, Mar. 14 (HMS, et al.). A few 
Red-eyed Vireos singing along the Wakulla River on 
Mar. 24 were also early (HMS). 

Warblers—A Blue-winged Warbler, seen by 
Charles M. Brookfield in the Coot Bay area, Dec. 20, 
constitutes a first winter record for Florida. Another of 
Florida’s rarest species, a Black-throated Gray War- 
bler, was seen near Miami on Dec. 28 and previously 
(WGA, Douglas James, et al.). Also unusual was a 
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Black-throated Green at Paradise Key, Jan. 31 (LAS). 
Single Oven-birds were seen in Wakulla County, Dec. 
22 (DJ) and Feb. 6 (HMS). A male Hooded War- 
bler seen near DeLand, Jan. 8 and Mar. 1, is a new 
wintering species for Florida (RJL). The eastern ex- 
tension of the Black-capped Warbler’s winter range 
brought an unprecedented number of records into 
Florida: Wakulla Springs, Dec. 7 (HMS & LRH); 
near Tallahassee, Dec. 23 to Feb. 14 (WHC, HMS); 
1 on the Miami Christmas Count (Dennis Paulson) ; 
Stock Island, Dec. 26 (JBF & GGG); Marathon, Feb. 
19 ff. (Bonney). An increase of Parula Warblers in 
Miami on Feb. 27 (Mrs. Dickie) probably denotes a 
migratory wave which brought at least 1 individual 
to Tallahassee by Mar. 4 (HMS). Also early were a 
Prairie Warbler at Tallahassee on Mar. 19 and a 
Prothonotary on the Wakulla River on the 24th. 
Orioles, Finches and Sparrows. —Four 
Baltimore Orioles came to a Tallahassee feeding sta- 
tion throughout the winter (Mrs. E. L. Mack). A 
count of at least 65 Cardinals feeding in a small 
freshly-plowed field near Tallahassee on Feb. 26 was 
a most unusual concentration (HMS). Several Indigo 
Buntings were found in Miami in late winter, sing- 
ing in March (Mrs. Picot and LAS), and 2 were 
seen in Sarasota County, Feb. 4 to Mar. 4 (Chandler 
Robbins, Jr. fide CP). Painted Buntings increased in 
Miami (LAS), and 3 wintered in Sarasota County 
(Mrs. J. Platt fide CP). A Dickcissel frequented a 
small back yard in a crowded residential section of 
Tallahassee from Dec. 28 to the end of the period, 
coming to a feeder with House Sparrows (Anne 
Pates). The first published winter record of a Blue 
Grosbeak in Florida is that of an adult male which 
visited the gubernatorial inauguration in Tallahassee, 
Jan. 6 (Roy C. Hallman). Another Melodious Grass- 
quit was reported from South Florida, this one from 
Miami, where it visited Mrs. William Dee's feeding 
station for about 2 weeks, beginning Jan. 9 (LAS). 
A single, very early Pine Siskin at Tallahassee, Nov. 
8, presaged a later invasion in Florida. Flocks num- 
bering up to 15 or 20 were seen in the Tallahassee 
and Sarasota regions (many observers), and at least 
1 bird reached South Florida—between Florida City 
and Cape Sable, Dec. 27 (JBF & GGG). A flock of 
Chipping Sparrows in Miami in late winter also con- 
tained 1 Field Sparrow, rare there, Mar. 1 to 18 (Mrs. 
Dickie). Two Chippies reached Marathon in Decem- 
ber and January (Bonney). White-crowned Sparrows 
were found in 3 localities around Tallahassee, 11 be- 
ing counted on Dec. 23; 1 was collected on Dec. 26 
(WHC, SMR, HMS). A Fox Sparrow there on Jan. 
17 was the only record of the winter (HMS, ef a/.). 
Two migration dates come from Mrs. Henry Becker, of 
Tallahassee: an early Summer Tanager appeared on 
Mar. 29; and, despite the warm weather, Slate-colored 
Juncos in her yard broke their Tallahassee-region de- 
parture record (of Mar. 17) by remaining until the 
end of the period. Another notable Summer Tanager 
record was furnished by Samuel A. Grimes, whose 
observation of a single bird in Jacksonville on Feb. 
21 represents the first winter record for North Florida. 
Song.—Three species seldom known to sing in 
Florida were heard during the period: a White- 
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crowned Sparrow near Tallahassee on Mar. 7 (HMS); 
the Dickcissel sang frequently in March (Pates) ; and 
a Winter Wren near the Aucilla River, Dec. 6 (HMS 
& LRH).—HENrRyY M. STEVENSON, Dept. of Zool. 
Fla. State Univ., Tallahassee, Fla. 


APPALACHIAN REGION.—The past winter was 
relatively mild and open in the Appalachian Region. 
There were no heavy snows, no protracted periods of 

cold weather, and few ‘“‘zero” 
| nights, even in the Pennsylvania 
| mountains. At Morgantown, W. Va., 
“i wood frogs emerged and began their 
| breeding activities in early February, 
crocuses were in bloom on Feb. 14, 
and early narcissus opened on Feb. 
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sion that birds were unusually 
scarce. Actually they were present 
in greater than usual numbers, but 
‘Q a combination of abundant food 
and open weather tended to scatter 
them, and to diminish the attrac- 
tions of home feeders. There were heavy concentra- 
tions in areas of beech woods, the birds feeding on 
abundant beechnuts. 

In the northern portion of the Region, many “'bor- 
derline’’ species which are present some years and 
absent others were widely distributed, and in unusual 
numbers. White-throated Sparrows wintered as far 
north as Youngstown, Ohio, and Linesville, Warren, 
and State College, Penna. Field Sparrows were com- 
mon in northeastern Ohio and the West Virginia 
“Panhandle.”” Ruby-crowned Kinglets were locally 
common in the Wheeling, W. Va., region. Brown 
Thrashers occurred in eastern Ohio, western Pennsy]l- 
vania, and at elevations of 4000 feet in western North 
Carolina. In late winter, Cedar Waxwings appeared 
in flocks of 100 or more in the Morgantown area. 
Chipping and Swamp Sparrows, Eastern Towhees, 
Eastern Meadowlarks, Belted Kingfishers, Killdeers, 
Wilson's Snipe, and Eastern Phoebes were all north 
of their usual ranges. 


_Paswenilye 

KNOWWIYE 

“Tenn, CATING 
: 














In no other year of record have Pine Siskins been 
so abundant and so widely distributed. They appeared 
in late October, and were still present in late March. 
Flocks numbering up to 200 individuals were found, 
and the birds were noted by almost every observer in 
the Region. They fed extensively on hemlock, birch, 
alder, and sweet gum. On the other hand, Evening 
Grosbeaks, so abundant the preceding winter, failed 
to appear southward, our only records being from 
Youngstown, Ohio; Warren, Penna.; and Wheeling, 
W. Va. 

Am. Tree Sparrows, notably scarce in some recent 
winters, were again present in good numbers, and 
were seen as far south as northern Alabama. The only 
Red Crossbill records for the Region came, curiously 
enough, from northern Georgia and northeastern Ala- 
bama. The extraordinary White-winged Crossbill 
movement, so much in evidence on the Atlantic Sea- 
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board, failed to penetrate the mountains to any great 
extent, our only reports coming from western Mary- 
land. 

Waterfowl found open waters to their liking, and 
were well distributed wherever suitable habitats occur. 
The winter was kind to Ruffed Grouse, Bob-white, and 
Turkeys. Very large flocks of migrating Am. Robins 
appeared in January, and their movement was con- 
tinuous from that time onward. 

Loons and Grebes—Common Loons lingered into 
December in northern Ohio, but disappeared after 
that time. They were late in appearing in spring. A 
Red-throated Loon was noted by H. C. and H. K. 
Land on the Ohio River in Mason Co., W. Va., on 
Mar. 14. A single (Holboell’s) Red-necked Grebe 
on Cheat Lake, Monongalia Co., W. Va., on Jan. 10 
was notable (George Hall). A sizable flight of Horned 
Grebes occurred on Cheat Lake in early January 
(Hall), and this species was noted by Roy Booth at 
Guildford Lake, Ohio, on Jan. 27, and by J. C. 
Howell near Knoxville, Tenn., in January and Feb- 
ruary. Pied-billed Grebes wintered in northern Ohio 
(Vincent McLaughlin), at State College, Pa. (Mer- 
rill Wood), and at Lexington, Va. (J. J. Murray). 

Herons, Waterfowl—Great Blue Herons lingered 
along the upper Ohio River through the winter. An 
Am. Bittern in Mason Co., W. Va. on Jan. 30 was 
unusual (HCL, HKL). At State College, Pa., a 
Whistling Swan remained through December. Geese, 
chiefly Canadas, wintered in northeastern Ohio in un- 
precedented numbers (McLaughlin), observers re- 
porting “thousands” from the Youngstown area. 

Dabbling ducks had no trouble finding feeding 
places, and were present in good numbers. McLaughlin 
reports populations of Black Ducks in the Youngs- 
town area that fluctuated from 400 to 2000. An aerial 
survey of waterfowl populations on major West Vir- 
ginia streams was conducted on Jan. 12-14 by A. W. 
Souder, C. O. Handley, W. R. DeGarmo, and others. 
They tallied 3345 Mallards, 2379 Blacks, 611 Pin- 
tails, and smaller numbers of other species. The Land 
brothers record a European Widgeon from Lawrence 
Co., Ohio, on Mar. 14. A few diving ducks, Buffle- 
heads being most common, wintered at Cheat Lake, 
Monongalia Co., W. Va. 

Hawks.—Black Vultures wintered in the Potomac 
Valley in West Virginia, according to DeGarmo, who 
saw birds on Feb. 17. The only Goshawk reports 
came from northern Ohio, where McLaughlin saw one 
on Jan. 1, and Miller one on Feb. 23. A Sharp-shinned 
Hawk throughout the winter at State College, Pa., 
was unusual (Mrs. Arthur Cowell). DeGarmo saw 
a Golden Eagle in Tucker Co., W. Va., on Feb. 2. 
Wintering Marsh Hawks were more common than 
usual in eastern Ohio (Booth). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Wildlife biologists have 
watched carefully throughout the fall and winter for 
any “crash” in the high Ruffed Grouse population 
which has prevailed during the past several seasons. 
If this population follows a cyclic curve, such a drop 
is due, but there are no signs that this has occurred. 
Bob-whites wintered successfully at elevations of 3000 
feet in West Virginia. Near Morgantown, they began 
their ““bob-white” calling on Mar. 6, earlier than I 


have heard them previously. Those who have sur- 
veyed the wild Turkey population believe it to be at 
the highest point in many years. 

Rails, Shorebirds— Sora rails were found during 
winter in northeastern Ohio. At Leetown, W. Va., 
Clark Miller recorded a Florida Gallinule and three 
Virginia Rails on a Christmas Bird Count. Killdeers 
wintered as far north as Youngstown, Ohio. Many 
observers report Wilson’s Snipe throughout the sea- 
son, and Woodcock were so early as to suggest that 
they may have wintered. 

Owls.—McLaughlin reported 6 pairs of Barred Owls 
nesting in the Youngstown area, and thinks they are 
commoner than they have been in many years. The 
only Snowy Owl report for the winter comes from 
Charles Ely, a bird seen in Tioga Co., Pa., during 
the Christmas season. A Short-eared Owl near Lexing- 
ton, Va. (Robert Paxton) was unusual. The Land 
brothers recorded a Saw-whet Owl near Huntington, 
W. Va., on Dec. 21. 

Ravens, Nuthatches, W'rens.—Ravens became active 
in late winter near their nesting cliffs 10 miles east 
of Morgantown. Red-breasted Nuthatches visited a 
bird feeder at Highlands, N. C., on Jan. 19 (Tolliver 
Crunkleton). The first winter House Wren record 
from the Lexington, Va., neighborhood was made by 
Paxton and Owen on Dec. 23; and the first from the 
Catoctin Mountain area of Maryland on the 27th 
(John W. Richards). 

W'axwings.—On Feb. 22, while Mrs. Brooks and 
the writer were watching a large flock of waxwings, 
we saw 4 individuals which we identified as Bo- 
hemian Waxwings. The white in wings and reddish 
under-tail coverts were checked carefully. Mrs. Mary 
C. Seckman, of Clarksburg, W. Va., writes me she 
and her neighbors saw Bohemian Waxwings near Her 
home on Jan. 31. These sight records are the first for 
the species from West Virginia, and are offered for 
what they are worth. 

Warblers, Blackbirds —G. M. Shear (fide Murray) 
had a wintering warbler which he identified as a 
Nashville at his home in Lexington, Va. Myrtle War- 
blers were common farther north than usual in the 
Region. There were many reports of Rusty Blackbirds, 
and a Purple Grackle wintered at State College, Pa. 

Finches and Sparrows.—There was a notable scarcity 
of Purple Finch reports, and these birds have not 
shown up around Morgantown as this is written. As 
already noted, the Pine Siskin flight was really the 
high spot of the season. It is unusual for such small 
and relatively inconspicuous birds to “make’’ local 
newspapers, but I saw half a dozen such accounts. It 
was gratifying to see these birds correctly identified. 

Almost every sparrow that ever winters in this 
Region—Savannah, Am. Tree, Field, Chipping, Fox, 
Swamp, Song, White-throated, and White-crowned— 
was reported in unusual numbers.—MAuvrRICcE Brooks, 
Division of Forestry, West Virginia University, Mor- 
gantoun, W’. Va. 


WESTERN GREAT LAKES REGION — The 
winter season was exceptionally mild throughout 
the Region. At Seney National Wildlife Refuge, 


213 











Germtask., 
Schoolcraft 
6..<. Deten.. 
winter was 
short and mild 
with relatively 
light snowfall, 
until February 
when 36 in. 
fell. At Mar- 
quette, Marquette Co., northern Mich. (Marquette 
Weather Bureau), this was one of the mildest winters 
in many years. Precipitation was below normal in 
November but above normal from December to March. 
Temperatures went below zero only twice: Jan. 31, -1° 
and Feb. 1, -7°. Most of the snow came in February. 
At Imlay City, Lapeer Co., Mich., the temperature 
went to 0° or below only three times from December 
to February. The ground was bare of snow nearly 
throughout the season. At Detroit, Mich. (Detroit 
Weather Bureau), an all-time low record for snowfall 
was set in February with only .7 in. At Milwaukee, 
Wis. (Milwaukee Weather Bureau), the winter period 
was the mildest in weather bureau history. This was 
also true at Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge at 
Holt, Marshall Co., in northwestern Minnesota. The 
Minneapolis, Minn., Weather Bureau reported a mild 
winter, but the snowfall of 13.4 inches was above nor- 
mal for February. The mild weather accounted for icy 
conditions on highways. 

Loons and Grebes——The mild temperatures and 
open water probably accounted for the presence of 
grebes throughout the winter. In Milwaukee Co., 
Wis., a Red-throated Loon and a Western Grebe 
were seen on Dec. 28 (John Muir Club). The West- 
ern Grebe was east of its normal summer range and 
north of its normal winter range. Pied-billed Grebes 
and a Horned Grebe were seen in Walworth County, 
Wis., on Dec. 25 (C. O. Palmquist, et al.). Pied- 
billed Grebes were reported from St. Clair County, 
Mich., on Dec. 27, Feb. 12, and Feb. 22; and a 
Horned Grebe was seen in the same area on Dec. 14 
(Detroit Audubon Society). Pied-billed Grebes re- 
mained all winter in the vicinity of Kalamazoo, Kal- 
amazoo Co., Mich. (Mrs. Gladys Hall). 

Waterfowl—The mild winter and open water 
resulted in many reports of wintering waterfowl 
throughout the southern part of the Region. Near 
Detroit, 299 Whistling Swans were counted on Jan. 
13. (George S. Hunt) and 150 on Jan. 13 (E. 
Stanton). An aerial waterfowl census on Jan. 13 re- 
vealed a total of 111,000 ducks, more than twice the 
number counted in any previous year in the Detroit 
area (G. Hunt). Groups of 2 to 25 Old-squaws were 
seen during the winter period in the Detroit area 
(Detroit Audubon Society). Around Kalamazoo, 
Mich., Mallards and Black Ducks were numerous all 
winter and it was also the first winter in several years 
that Pintails remained in sizeable flocks. A flock 
of about 4000 Am. Golden-eyes arrived in the Kal- 
amazoo River (Allegan Co., Mich.) in early Janu- 
ary and dispersed during the second week of March, 
and a single Old-squaw remained on the river for 
several weeks (Hall). In Wisconsin, 4 White-winged 
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Scoters were observed in Racine County on Dec, 
30 (Mary E. Whelan) and a Surf Scoter in Dane 
County on Dec. 20 (Madison Audubon Society), 
Mallards, Black Ducks, and Am. Golden-eyes were 
frequently seen in the Minnesota River near St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, Minn., as well as a few American 
and Hooded Mergansers. A Green-winged Teal was 
observed near St. Paul, Minn., on Jan. 9 (J. Cum. 
mings) and a Blue-winged Teal near Midland, Mich., 
on Dec. 27 (Eugene Kenaga). Along the shores of 
Lake Superior in northeastern Minnesota, Am. Golden- 
eyes were very abundant, but Old-squaws were not 
as frequently reported as in other years. There were 
about 500 Old-squaws near Grand Marais, Cook Co., 
Minn., on Dec. 27 (Keith Appel, Robert Hanlon, 
George Palmer and Orwin Rustad). The first reports 
of Old-squaws from near Duluth, St. Louis Co., 
Minn., was on Feb. 27 (Joel Bronoel). 

Hawks.—Reports on hawk numbers varied from 
high populations in northwestern Minnesota to lower 
than normal in southeastern Michigan. An Eastern 
Goshawk remained near Lake Vadnais, Ramsey Co., 
Minn., nearly all winter. Four Rough-legged Hawks 
were seen near Mankato, Blue Earth Co., Minn., on 
Jan. 25 (W. J. Breckenridge). About 100 Rough- 
legged Hawks were seen throughout the winter at the 
Mud Lake National Wildlife Refuge near Holt, 
Marshall Co., Minn. (J. C. Carlson). At Detroit, 
Mich., hawks were reported in normal numbers ex- 
cept the Marsh Hawk. The total number of this 
species was considerably less than last year (Detroit 
Audubon Society). At Imlay City, Lapeer Co., 
Mich., Cooper's and Red-tailed Hawks were less 
numerous than during the previous winter (Dale 
Zimmerman). 

Gallinaceous Birds.—Most observers wrote as Dale 
Zimmerman did, about the numbers of Ring-necked 
Pheasants and other game birds, ‘Very few seen all 
winter, but perhaps the absence of deep snows allowed 
the birds to feed anywhere and not to gather in large 
flocks.”” In the same vein, at Kalamazoo, Mich., 
“there was little snow and consequently Pheasant 
and Bob-white kept well hidden in sheltered places” 
(Hall). 

Gulls.—A rare visitor from the north and east, the 
Great Black-backed Gull was seen in Monroe Co., 
Mich., on Jan. 13 (G. Hunt) and 2 were seen on 
Feb. 28, on Belle Isle, Detroit River (R. O'Reilly). 

Ouls.—This year was not one for Snowy Owls in 
this Region. They were negatively reported from both 
Seney and Mud Lake Refuges. There were two Wis- 
consin records of Snowy Owls: Dodge Co., Dec. 6 
(Sam, Robbins), and Burnett Co., Jan. 4 (N. R. 
Stone). At Mud Lake Refuge in northwestern Min- 
nesota there was an unusual invasion of about 75 
Barred Owls. a species rarely seen there in winter. 
They disappeared about the middle of March. The 
high population of both hawks and owls at Mud 
Lake was probably due to a high rodent population 
and a lack of snow cover (Carlson). A wanderer 
from the north, the Great Gray Owl was seen in 
Beltrami Co., Minn., on Nov. 21 (R. E. Farmes and 
Lester T. Magnus). A Saw-whet Owl was observed 
from Feb. 19 to 22 in Acadia Twp., Lapeer Co., Mich. 


(Zimmerman ). 

Wrens—TIwo Winter Wrens were observed near 
Stewartville, Olmstad Co., Minn., on Dec. 27 (Paul 
Engel, Alden Risser, Franklin Willis), 3 were seen 
near Anoka, Anoka Co., Minn., on Jan. 1 (John 
Jarosz), 1 near Minneapolis, Minn., (Whitney East- 
man) and 1 near St. Paul, Minn. (Brother J. Pius). 
Carolina Wrens were reported from several places in 
Minnesota. One remained all winter near St. Paul 
(Mrs. George Bontle) and 1 remained all winter 
at Glenwood in Pope County, (Mrs. E. R. Selner). 
One was present in the southern part of Kalamazoo 
County, Mich., during January (Hall). 

Mimidae.—Catbirds and Brown Thrashers remained 
all winter throughout the area. There were two re- 
ports of Mockingbirds; 1 wintered at St. Paul, Minn. 
(Mr. and Mrs. John Curtis), and 1 was seen in 
Wayne Co., Mich., on Dec. 28 (H. Roberts). 

Thrushes.—Many observers reported wintering Am. 
Robins, and a Hermit Thrush was seen on Dec. 4 and 
25 at Midland, Mich. (Kenaga), and 2 wintered at 
Imlay City, Mich. (Zimmerman). 

Meadowlarks and Orioles —Meadowlarks wintered 
throughout the southern part of the Region. A new 
state record for Wisconsin was a Bullock's Oriole 
seen in Milwaukee County on Nov. 16 (Mary 
Donald). 

Finches and Sparrows.—There was an invasion of 
Pine and Evening Grosbeaks in Minnesota. Along 
the north shore of Lake Superior the ground was red 
in places from the husks of the berries of the Moun- 
tain Ash, on which the grosbeaks were feeding. Pine 
Grosbeaks far outnumbered Evening Grosbeaks. No 
Pine or Evening Grosbeaks were seen at Imlay City, 
Mich., but Common Redpolls and Pine  Siskins 
were seen more frequently than in other years 
(Zimmerman). There were two reports of Hoary 
Redpolls; one was from Marquette, Marquette Co., 
Mich., where they were seen during March and some 
were banded (Mrs. Mary Ross Spears), and several 
were seen near St. Paul, Minn. on Jan. 11 and Jan. 
13 (A. C. Rosenwinkel). Another new state record for 
Wisconsin was that of a Green-tailed Towhee seen 
in Outgamie County, on Dec. 27 (Mrs. Walter E 
Rogers). White-throated Sparrows, Swamp Sparrows 
and Song Sparrows wintered throughout the region.— 
HarveEY L. GUNDERSON, Minn. Museum of Natural 
History, Minneapolis. 


MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE REGION—One of 
the Midwest's warmest recorded winters had a pro- 
nounced effect on bird distribution. No single gen- 
eralization can 
have equal val- 
idity for a region 
extending from 
the Appalachian 
foothills to the 
Great Plains and 
from Minnesota 
to Tennessee, but 
it is reasonably 
accurate to say 
that average tem- 























peratures for the 3 winter months were more than 4 
degrees above normal and that there were few days of 
extreme cold. As examples, the thermometer reached 
zero on only 1 day in Chicago’s mildest season in 21 
years, and the western end of Lake Erie was never 
sealed by ice. While precipitation was normal or 
above, comparatively little fell as snow and that soon 
melted. With open water and snow-free fields thus 
available, nearly every swimming species occurring 
regularly here on migration was represented during 
the winter, some in unusual numbers. A variety of 
land birds too, notably blackbirds and sparrows, suc- 
cessfully wintered north of their ranges for the 
season. 

A phenomenon apparently unconnected with the 
mild weather (it originated long before winter) was 
the remarkable invasion of western species, especially 
noted around St. Louis. To see this movement 
whole, one should read the accounts of its begin- 
ning in the Central Southern and South Texas reports 
in the February 1953 issue of Audubon Field Notes. 
The close correlation between the present report 
and much that is related in the two cited will be 
obvious. 

Divers, Cormorants, and Herons —Common Loons 
and Horned and Pied-billed Grebes were scattered 
over the Region. Single Red-throated Loons oc- 
curred on the Great Lakes during the Christmas 
period, twice near the Indiana Dunes (Raymond 
Grow) and once at Cleveland (William C. Baker). 
Also at Cleveland on the same day Baker found 2 
Red-necked Grebes. Double-crested Cormorants ap- 
peared on several censuses east of the Mississippi, 
as far north as Chicago and Ashtabula, Ohio; and 
Black-crowned Night Herons wintered in northern 
Illinois and Ohio. 

Geese and Ducks.—Judging from the unanimity 
among observers, the excess of wintering Canada 
Geese and ducks over normal numbers must. have 
been enormous. Particularly is this true of Mallards. 
Thus 1,300,000 remained in Illinois (Fred Luthy) ; 
2500 at Buckeye Lake, Ohio, outnumbered Blacks for 
the first time in years (3 to 1 ratio, Milton Traut- 
man); 250,000 stayed on Hovey Lake, Ind. (William 
Barnes, Phil Kahl). An example of a species far 
from its regular range is the Shoveller at Michigan 
City, Ind. (5 on Dec. 21, Grow). Diving ducks, 
while not so numerous as surface feeders, conformed 
to the same pattern. 

Of the rarer ducks, a few Greater Scaup were 
seen in late December by Chicago groups; Lawrence 
Hicks, et al., found 10 at Ashtabula on Dec. 27, 
and Grow identified 14 at Michigan City on Jan. 31. 
Single Am. Scoters appeared on Feb. 14 at Alton, 
Ill. (J. Earl Comfort) and 4 times in the first half 
of February at Michigan City (Grow). 

Hawks.—Rough-legged Hawks were common in 
many places (near Chicago Albert Campbell once 
counted 20 in sight at the same time), absent in 
others (e. g., Cleveland). There were 6 Goshawk 
reports, 4 from Illinois. Much rarer were 2 casuals 
from the west. Virginia Reuter-Skiold (fide Grow) 
watched a Ferruginous Hawk at the Indiana Dunes 
from Nov. 30 to Jan. 8, and T. E. Musselman saw 
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2 more near New Canton, Ill. on Feb. 18. An im- 
mature Golden Eagle remained at Indiana's Jasper- 
Pulaski Preserve from Dec. 28 into April. 

Rails and Gallinules—As in the past, Laurel Van 
Camp found King Rails in Magee Marsh near San- 
dusky, Ohio. More noteworthy is his January record 
of a Florida Gallinule at the same place, far from 
its winter home in the deep south and Latin America. 

Shorebirds —The only Purple Sandpiper seen after 
November was at Wilmette, Ill., by Jean Davids on 
Dec. 9. Hicks counted 225 Red-backed Sandpipers 
on the Dec. 27 census at Ashtabula. Very rare inland 
at any season, the Red Phalarope’s winter range is 
off the coast of South America, with a few reports 
from our southernmost states. The bird appeared here 
in late December at places: at Cleveland on the 
23rd (Baker) and at St. Louis on the 27th (Dick 
Pfeiffer, Paul Bauer fide Comfort). 

Gulls—Gull activity along the Great Lakes was 
particularly interesting. Herrings arrived late, reach- 
ing usual numbers at the end of December and then 
only in the north. Bonaparte’s on the other hand re- 
mained on the lakes until January. Contrast for ex- 
ample Hicks’ Ashtabula census of 1650 Herring and 
2350 Bonaparte’s with his 1951 count of 1375 and 
0 and his 1950 count of 196 and 0. Of the rare but 
regular gulls there were scattered occurrences of 
Glaucous and Great Black-backed on Lakes Michigan 
and Erie, with an Iceland at Chicago in late Febru- 
ary (Campbell). Far more unusual were single Little 
Gulls at Ashtabula on Dec. 27 and Michigan City 
on Jan. 24 (second Indiana record, Campbell) : 
Black-legged Kittiwake at Gary, Ind. on Feb. 5 and 
for several days thereafter (Merrill Sweet, fide 
Grow); and a Sabine’s Gull at Ashtabula on Dec. 
27 (Hicks and Ernest Limes). 

Owls.—Long- and Short-eared Owls were well 
distributed, with a heavy concentration of the latter 
near Quincy, Ill. and in the neighboring counties of 
Missouri. Musselman tells of a report of 50 from 
Bushnell, Ill. and attributes the number to a marked 
increase of Peromyscus and Microtus mice. 

Flickers —A Red-shafted Flicker was seen at St. 
Louis on Nov. 27 by Mark Tuttle. 

Perching Birds.—This order can be discussed most 
conveniently under 3 categories: (1) species whose 
numbers are attributable to the mild 

northern invaders; (3) western in- 


presence or 
weather; (2) 
vaders. 

Species attributable to the mild weather.—Robins 
wintered everywhere, in good numbers in the south- 
ern part of the Region (2000 at Rankin, Mo.., on 
Dec. 21, Comfort). By January many had moved 
back to the central part where their progress was 
checked until March, when northern breeders arrived 
on schedule at their summer homes. 

Most observers found flocks of Red-wings, Rusty 
Blackbirds, Purple Grackles, and Brown-headed 
Cowbirds throughout the winter, at some points in 
congregations described as ‘“‘enormous.’’ Homer R. 
Bolen at Cape Girardeau, Mo., studied a flock of 
350,000 and found that it was composed of 75% 
grackles, 20% Common Starlings, and 5% 
Red-wings and cowbirds. 
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Finch and sparrow counts were abnormally high 
for the more-or-less hardy species. As a striking 
illustration, compare Cincinnati's Christmas count of 
118 Red-eyed Towhees with its 1951 and 1950 
totals of 30 and 31, or Toledo’s 46 Swamp Sparrows 
with the previous 2 years’ 5 and 2. 

A few of the most interesting stragglers were a 
Common Yellowthroat in the Indiana Dunes on 
Dec. 6 (Laurie Binford, fide Grow); a male Blue 
Grosbeak at St. Louis in January and a Dickcissel 
there on Jan. 4 (Comfort); a Sharp-tailed Sparrow 
at St. Louis on Dec. 26 (Comfort) and 3 of that 
species at Cleveland seen regularly in December and 
January (Charles Knight). 

Northern invaders.—Four Gray Shrike observations 
around Chicago represent a typical year, but other 
reports of the bird in numbers raise the question 
whether some are mistakenly calling any shrike seen 
in winter a Gray. Autumn’s great influx of Pine 
Siskins and Common Redpolls left good flocks of the 
former everywhere, and of the latter along our 
northern boundaries. Of the winter grosbeaks, a few 
Evenings occurred near Chicago, Put-in-Bay, Ohio, 
and Cleveland; single Pines were found at Des 
Moines, Iowa (Jan. 11 to Mar. 6, Woodward Brown), 
and the Indiana Dunes (Jan. 2, Marvin Davis). Two 
Hoary Redpolls seen all during February in the dunes 
were the second record for Indiana (Reuter-Skiold, 
Sweet fide Grow). Both crossbills appeared, 8 Red 
at Chicago on Nov. 15 and again in March (Camp- 
bell) and a White-winged at St. Louis on Nov. 20 
(Kurt Wesseling fide Comfort). 

Western invaders —As already indicated, not all 
western invaders were perching birds, but in this 
order it is easiest to see a marked and consistent 
movement. Without attempting an explanation, the 
story is here told chronologically. The great flight 
of Harris’s Sparrows that arrived in mid-autumn in 


the states west of the Mississippi left. behind it 
wintering birds at Iowa City (Fred Kent) and 
throughout Missouri. On Nov. 1 Arthur Bennett 


found a young male Vermilion Flycatcher at Busch 
Sanctuary near St. Louis; the bird, the state’s second, 
remained 2 weeks. A Green-tailed Towhee which 
appeared at Kansas City, Kans. on Nov. 1 (Ben 
King, Elizabeth Cole) stayed until March 7 and was 
another second state record; a bird of the same 
species was seen at St. Louis from Nov. 23 through 
December (Comfort). On Dec. 21 Richard Dawson 
found 5 Spotted Towhees at Kansas City, Mo.; 2 
adult males remained at the Morton Arboretum near 
Chicago from Jan. 5 to Mar. 22; Comfort saw still 
another at St. Louis on Feb. During a national 
meeting of naturalist groups on Dec. 28, Roger 
Tory Peterson, Elisha Atkins, and Comfort identified 
a Sav’s Phoebe at the Busch Sanctuary, where it stayed 
for a month. On the same day, King and Harold 
Hedges collected 4 Chestnut-collared Longspurs from 
a flock of 37 at Kansas City. Kans. Finally, a 
Sprague’s Pipit was seen in St. Charles County, Mo. 
on Feb. 14 by Jack Van Benthuysen (fide Comfort). 
—VAL NOLAN Jr., 806 South Henderson St., Bloom- 
ington, Ind. 
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CENTRAL SOUTHERN REGION.—The parade 
of new or rarely recorded birds into the Region that 
began last fall continued unabated throughout 
the winter 
period and re- 
sulted in the 
greatest as- 
semblage of ex- 
tralimital 
species ever 
known to ap- 
pear here in 
one season. In 
some sections, 
notably in 
Louisiana, there was seldom a trip afield that failed 
to produce at least one extraordinary record; the 
“unexpected” came to be anticipated every time a 
pair of field glasses was raised. In that state, where 
fairly continuous ornithological investigations go back 
to the time of Audubon, no less than nine new 
species were added since September to the state 
list! In addition, two distinctly western subspecies 
were obtained there for the first time, despite the 
fact that extensive series of each species involved 
had been collected in other years. Diligent field 
workers in western Tennessee produced three species 
new for that state, and equally alert observers in both 
Mississippi and western Florida reaped one addition 
to the avifaunas of their respective states. In all 
quarters of the Region birds that are seldom recorded 
in winter were this year seen frequently and some- 
times commonly. Indeed, one of the most striking 
things about the unusual birds was the fact that most 
of them were not just isolated records of single 
individuals. For example, in 1944 a single Black- 
capped Warbler wintered in a thicket along the 
Mississippi River at Baton Rouge, and another was 
seen on Jan. 15, 1950, near New Orleans. There 
were no other winter records for the Region. This 
year, however, the species seemed to be virtually 
everywhere in southern Louisiana and_ southern 
Mississippi. Excluding two individuals that visited 
daily a feeding table at Bay St. Louis, Miss. (Mrs. 
A. B. Tolman), the species was noted in daily counts 
of 1 to 5 on 24 separate dates, between Dec. 6 and 
Mar. 28, at 23 widely separated stations, by more 
than a score of different observers. For so many of 
these little birds to have been recorded in the dense 
thickets which they frequented, there must have been 
immense numbers of them distributed through the 
vast expanse of suitable habitat available in southern 
Louisiana alone. 




















The wide variety and general western complexion 
of the species involved in these unprecedented oc- 
currences, and the ubiquitous distribution of many 

them, suggest that a mass eastward displacement 
of western species took place sometime during the 
fall migration. This does not mean to imply that all 
of the unusual birds seen in recent months are un- 
equivocally to be considered part of this invasion from 
the west, for novelties occur somewhere in the Region 
nearly every season. It may be noted, however, that 
even those species that breed to the north of this 


Region, and which appeared here for the first time, 
are in some instances ones that normally move south- 
westerly in the fall toward the general region of 
Oklahoma, Texas and northern Mexico. Hence, their 
presence in the Central Southern Region seems also 
to have involved the possibility of an eastward dis- 
placement. 

The most significant records are itemized below 
in systematic sequence. Vaux’s Swift—4 seen at 
Baton Rouge on Dec. 7 (R. and J. Krebs), where the 
species is irregular or else escapes detection in some 
winters. Broad-tailed Hummingbird—the unidenti- 
fied hummingbird mentioned in the last report was 
studied further on numerous occasions and at great 
length during December and early January, some- 
times at a distance of two feet or less, and with 
museum specimens and field guides in hand, and was 
finally diagnosed as this species (GHL, RJN, and 
others). It remained until Jan. 7 when it disappeared, 
either as a result of inclement weather or the con- 
tinuous harrassment of an adult male Rufous Hum- 
mingbird that inhabited the same garden and which 
fed at the same feeders. The bird was probably a 
subadult male. It was slightly but noticeably larger 
than the accompanying Rufous; the sides were heavily 
washed with buffy; the head, back and broad central 
tail feathers were emerald green; the lateral rectrices 
possessed rufous on their basal portions, but this 
color was usually obscured, even at very close range, 
by the green upper tail coverts, except occasionally 
when the tail was fanned widely; a cluster of a few 
metallic feathers on the throat was not dissimilar in 
color to those on the throat of the accompanying 
Rufous, but this fact does not necessarily mitigate 
against identification of the bird in question as a 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird, especially in view of the 
other evidences. Red-shafted Flicker—a male seen 
regularly between Jan. 4-25, 8 miles north Shreve- 
port (H. H. Jeter), the first perfectly satisfactory 
record for the state. Red-naped Sapsucker—a male 
collected 5 miles south of Baton Rouge on March 

(GHL), the first Louisiana record for this western 
subspecies of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. Sierra 
Hermit Thrush—a male collected at Grand Isle, 
Mar. 29 (GHL), the first Louisiana record for 
this far western subspecies (identification confirmed 
at MVZ independently by F. A. Pitelka and R. A. 
Norris). Sprague’s Pipit—2 seen at Penal Farm 
near Memphis, Feb. 15 (B. B. Coffey), the first 
record for Tennessee; 5 seen at same place on Feb. 
21 (BBC and R. D. Smith) and 2 observed there on 
Feb. 28 (BBC and others); 2 collected near Rose- 
dale, Miss., Jan. 4 (M. G. Vaiden), the first Mis- 
sissippi record in 51 years; and another shot at the 
same place, Jan. 11 (MGV); seen near Walls, Miss., 
on numerous dates between Jan. 24 and Mar. 28, 
and at Friars Point, Miss., on Mar. 15 (BBC and 
others); 2 seen at Edmondson, Ark., on Feb. 22 
(RDS, BBC), first record for that state since 1879; 
unusually numerous in s.w. Louisiana where 10 
were seen near Cameron on Dec. 28 and lesser 
numbers were counted on numerous other dates. 
Bell’s Vireo—1 collected 5 miles west Holly Beach, 
Cameron Par., La., Dec. 29 (GHL), the first winter 
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record for the Central Southern Region and one of 
the very few records for the state aside from the area 
where they breed, near Shreveport, in n.w. Louisiana. 
Audubon’s Warbler—the first Louisiana record was 
included in last ‘Season’ report; another was collected 
at Grand Isle, La., Feb. 1 (RJN), and single individ- 
uals were observed at Baton Rouge, Apr. 1 (Mrs. 
R. B. Moore, et al.) and at Cameron, La., Apr. 4 
(John Gee and Frances Crews). Black-throated 
Gray Warbler—1 collected near Hackberry, La., 
Dec. 28 (HHJ), and another seen at Cameron, La., 
15 miles away, the same day (RK and Marcella 
Newman), the second and third state records, re- 
spectively. Yellow-breasted Chat—although pre- 
viously recorded in Louisiana several times in winter, 
observations at this season are still noteworthy; a 
single bird wintered at Baton Rouge in the garden 
of Mrs. W. W. Tennant, and another individual was 
seen at St. Francisville, La., on Dec. 20 (GHL and 
Herbert Shadowen. Painted Redstart—first seen in 
City Park in New Orleans, Nov. 30, and included 
in last ‘Season’ report; observed almost daily until 
Dec. 7 (H. B. Chase). Western Meadowlark— 
although now known to be regular in small numbers 
in winter from Memphis to southern Louisiana, this 
year its numbers appeared to be greater than ever 
before; at Rosedale, Miss., where the first record of 
the species was obtained in April of last year, M. G. 
Vaiden this winter found 5 flocks, one containing 
14 individuals; at Memphis, where the largest pre- 
vious count was 3, no less than 10 singing males 
were heard on Feb. 15 (BBC), 8 were heard on Feb. 
21 (BBC and RDS), and one or more was seen or 
heard near Memphis or in n.w. Mississippi every 
weekend in March (BBC); in the fields along the 
levee at Baton Rouge there appeared to be almost 
as many individuals of this species as there were 
Eastern Meadowlarks, but no careful census was 
made to verify this. Baltimore Oriole—although 
there are a few previous winter records for the 
Region, this year 3 separate individuals were observed: 
a female accidentally killed (mow in LSUMZ) 7 
miles southeast of Baton Rouge on Jan. 15, after 
spending several weeks in the vicinity (Mrs. Ralph 
Bodman); a female observed from Jan. 1-16, 
Nicholson, Miss., (Mrs. ABT); an imm. male found 
near Vicksburg, Miss., Dec. 27 (BBC, RDS), the 
first mid-South winter record. Bullock’s Oriole— 
although previously observed a few times in winter 
in southern Louisiana, this year there were five 
records: 1 seen on Little Chenier, Cameron Par., 
La., Dec. 27 (GHL); 1 seen in the town of 
Cameron, Dec. 29 (GHL, RJN); another identified 
on Willow Island, near Cameron, Apr. 3 (GHL); 
1 observed at New Orleans, Mar. 25 (Oliver Miles) ; 
and, finally, a female collected near Baton Rouge, 
Jan. 11 (RJN). Western Tanager—1 seen at Pensa- 
cola, Dec. 21 (F. M. Weston), the first Florida 
record for the species. Black-headed Grosbeak— 
a female collected 8 miles east of Creole, La., Dec. 6 
(GHL) ; the two previous state records were of visitors 
to feeding tables in Monroe and Shreveport, in 
northern Louisiana, in January and February, 1951. 
Pine Siskin—a major invasion brought large flocks 
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into nearly every part of the Region, in some places 
for the first time on record (GHL had never pre- 
viously seen a siskin in Louisiana in 25 years of 
observation): 7 at Memphis, Nov. 29 (Luther 
Keeton), the fourth record there since 1928; also 
seen in groups ranging from 2 individuals to a 
flock of 30 at Memphis on numerous dates between 
Feb. 23 and Mar. 31 (BBC, e¢ al.) ; single individuals 
on Feb. 15 and Mar. 3, and a flock of 42 on Mar. 
12, at ElDorado, Ark., (A. J. Hoiberg), the only 
records ever for the area; a “very large’ flock that 
remained for approximately a month at Mansfield, 
La., first seen on Dec. 23 (Mrs. Hill Myers); 50 
seen at Lakeshore, Miss., Feb. 7 (Father J. L. Dorn); 
7 seen at Stafford Springs, Miss., Feb. 1 (GHL, 
P. A. Daigre); small flocks in City Park, New 
Orleans, on numerous dates between Jan. 25 and 
Mar. 1 (HBC); present and observed regularly at 
Shreveport until Jan. 15, after which none was seen 
or heard until Mar. 29, when a few were noted at 
Cross Lake (HHJ); flock of 26 seen on Willow 
Island, near Cameron, Dec. 6 (HHJ, ef al.) and 3 
seen at Hackberry, La., Dec. (GHL, et al.); 30 
individuals were present at Century, Fla., by Dec. 25, 
increasing to a dense flock of 500 (est.) by early 
February and then diminishing thereafter to 150 at 
end of the period (Mrs. A. L. Whigham) ; numerous 
small flocks recorded at Pensacola and on nearby 
Santa Rosa Island between Jan. 6 and Feb. 1 (FMW). 
Spotted Towhee—although previously recorded at 
Shreveport and in Cameron Parish (1950 and 1952), 
the species this year invaded nearly the entire Central 
Southern Region, appearing on numerous dates and 
at numerous places, the most significant being as 
follows: a male, providing the first Tennessee record, 
banded at Germantown (near Memphis), Dec. 20 
and seen regularly at least until Mar. 29 (Charles 
Seahorn, Jr., and many TOS members); 1 found 
dead on highway (and crushed beyond repair) at 
Rosedale, Dec. 27, and another, a female, collected 
at the same place, Mar. 16 (MGV), the first records 
for Mississippi; a female seen at Lakeshore, Miss., 
Jan. 18 (JG); 8 observed near Cameron, Dec. 28, 
when only 4 Eastern Towhees were noted on the same 
day (Christmas Count party); a pair present at Baton 
Rouge for a month up to Mar. 6 (L. Emory Smith) ; 
several seen on numerous dates in period from 
December to March in vicinity of Shreveport (HHJ). 
Green-tailed Towhee—a male collected 5 miles west 
of Holly Beach, La., Dec. 26, (GHL) and another 
individual seen near Memphis, Dec. 21 (RDS and 
R. Gill), each constituting a first state record. 
Oregon Junco—records of the first occurrence of 
this species in Louisiana, included in the last ‘Season’ 
report, are now supplemented by the observation of 
an adult male at Little Chenier, La., Dec. 5 (GHL) 
and by at least 6 individuals near Shreveport on 
various dates in February (HHJ). Am. Tree Spar- 
row—although a very rare winter visitor in the 
Memphis area, 3 were seen at Raleigh, Tenn., Dec. 
21 (Fred Carney and Wendell Whittemore). 
Brewer’s Sparrow—1 found Dec. 6 (RJN) and 
collected Dec. 7 (GHL) 1 mile south of Cameron, 
the first record in Louisiana. Harris’s Sparrow— 
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although previously recorded on a few occasions in 
the western and northern part of the Region, its 
numbers this year exceeded all expectations; at least 
20 individuals were noted in the vicinity of 
Shreveport on numerous dates (G. Dale Hamilton, 
HHJ); 1 seen at Memphis, Dec. 21 (LK and Ed 
King), the third record for Tennessee; and groups 
of 2 to 10 seen subsequently at numerous places and 
dates until Mar. 28 (BBC and others); 10 seen 
near Lonoke, Ark., Dec. 20 (BBC and Fred Carney) ; 
a single individual observed at Calion Lake, Ark., 
Mar. 22 (AJH), the only record for the area; 2 
observed at Hernando, Miss., Feb. 14 (BBC), the 
second record for that state; 5 recorded in Cameron 
Parish, Dec. 6 (GHL, et al.), and 1 in the town of 
Cameron, Dec. 28 (JG, et al.). White-crowned 
Sparrow—a single flock of 15 observed at Pensacola, 
Feb. 16-Mar. 16 (FMW), the first winter record in 
western Florida; a group of 8 in a hedgerow near 
Marion, Ala., Mar. 7 (T. A. Imhof and others), a 
new winter locality for the species; unusually 
numerous at Baton Rogue and at Rosedale, Miss., 
although present at least in small numbers at both 
places each winter. Chestnut-collared Longspur 
—1 or 2 seen near Shreveport on Dec. 20 and Feb. 
22 (HHJ), the second winter only that the species 
has been found in Louisiana. Smith’s Longspur— 
although never before recorded from Louisiana, a 
small flock wintered (1 collected, Dec. 21) near 
Shreveport (HHJ); 1 was observed at Lonoke, Ark., 
Dec. 20 (BBC), the third record for that state. 

Grebes, Herons and Ibises.—Pied-billed Grebe— 
88 seen in one sweep of the field glasses at Wallace 
Lake near Shreveport, Mar. 17 (HHJ), probably 
denotes a concentration of migrants. Great Blue 
Heron—116 counted at Kentucky Lake, Tenn., Nat'l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Dec. 21 (Eugene Cypert), a high 
winter population count. White Ibis—30 at Pensa- 
cola, Mar. 5 (Mrs. J. F. Wernicke), earliest ever 
recorded in that region. 

Geese.—Canada Goose—4 seen on Faulkner Lake, 
north of Baton Rouge, Dec. 20 (RK, JK), first winter 
record of the species in the area; 6000 on Tenn. 
Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Dec. 28, but average daily 
winter population approximately 4000, an increase 
over last year (EC); estimated 13,500 on Wheeler 
Refuge at Decatur, Ala., in late January (T. Z. 
Atkeson, et al.); migrating flocks reported at St. 
Francisville, Mar. 4 (J. H. Bruns); at Nicholson, 
Miss., Mar. 7 and 13 (Mrs. ABT); at St. Charles, 
Ark., Mar. 19 (Peter J. Van Huizen); at Memphis, 
Mar. 17 (BBC). Am. Brant—19 seen at Tenn. Nat'l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Dec. 29, and presumably the same 
flock again on Jan. 9 (T. B. Dickerson), an extremely 
rare bird in the Mississippi Valley. Blue Goose— 
migrating flocks noted at Stuttgart, Ark., Feb. 20 and 
Mar. 14, 17, 18, 21, 24, and 28 (PJVH), whereas 
the latest last year at that place was Mar. 4. 

Ducks. — Mallard — population est. 410,800 at 
White River Refuge, St. Charles, Ark. (PJVH), 
largest since 1947; est. 225,000 at Tenn. Nat’l. 
Wildlife Refuge, Dec. 1, declining to less than 1000 
by end of January (EC). Pintail—est. 14,200 at 
Tenn. Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Dec. 16 (EC). On 


Mar. 16, 17 and 18, at a point on the Mississippi 
River 16 miles north of Memphis, between the hours 
of 6 and 9 a. m., a mass northward movement of 
waterfowl was noted that involved thousands of 
birds. An estimated 10,000 waterfowl, mainly ducks, 
were there on Mar. 18 (Charles R. Hays, fide BBC). 

Shorebirds and Gulls—Killdeer—a Memphis nest 
with 1 egg, Feb. 15, and 4 on Feb. 19 (Bro. Leo 
Thomas), early. Am. Golden Plover—first migrating 
flocks appeared at Memphis, Mar. 14 (groups of 3 
and 15) and at Crawfordsville, Ark. the same day 
(groups of 46 and 600). Ruddy Turnstone—1 seen 
at Pensacola, Mar. 16 (FMW), earliest ever by 31 
days; although the species winters in small numbers 
on the coast of Louisiana (26 on recent Cameron 
count), it has never been recorded in that season 
at Pensacola despite nearly four decades of search by 
Weston. Wilson Snipe—counts at Lonoke, Ark., 
Dec. 20 and Feb. 1 revealed an estimated 30 per cent 
decrease over last year (BBC, et al.). Greater Yellow- 
legs—1 seen at Faulkner Lake (Mrs. Moore, Mrs. 
Krebs) and another at False River (RJN) on St. 
Francisville Christmas Count, Dec. 20, the first winter 
records in the Baton Rouge area. Red Knot—the in- 
dividual seen at Pensacola, mentioned in the last 
report, was observed several times in December and, 
finally, on Jan. 6 (FMW); this is the only winter 
record of the species from western Florida in Weston’s 
37 years of residence there. Least Sandpiper—198 
counted at Lonoke, Ark., Dec. 20 (RDS), a very high 
count that far inland in winter; also noted on Mud 
Lake, below Memphis, in flocks of 12-83, on four 
dates in January (EK, e¢ al.), and at Decatur, Ala., 
Jan. 2 (D. C. Hulse), the only record for that month 
on the Wheeler Refuge. Am. Avocet—3 to 31 individ- 
uals seen near the west jetties at the mouth of the 
Calcasieu River in s. w. Louisiana, on numerous dates 
between Dec. 7 and Apr. 3 (HHJ and many others). 
Glaucous Gull—a single individual seen on many 
dates between Jan. 22 and Mar. 13 at Pensacola 
(FMW ), the third record for that area in 37 years; 
all three have been in second-year plumage. Bona- 
parte’s Gull—3 seen at Moon Lake, near Lula, Miss., 
Dec. 28 (BBC, RDS), the second record for that 
area. 

Doves, Anis, Owls. — White-winged Dove —1 
watched for 15 min. in back portion of City Park, 
New Orleans, Jan. 1 (JG), the first record for 
Louisiana in that month. Groove-billed Ani — 4 
observed in the same area as the. preceding species, 
Dec. 28, and 2 there on Jan. 4 (HBC); several 
others reported in the vicinity of Abbeville, La., in 
mid-winter but no dates furnished (Ted O'Neil). 
Barn Owl—2 found dead on highway, 20 miles apart, 
near Rosedale, Feb. 1 (MGV) and another seen at 
Pensacola, Jan. 26 (FMW); both observers regard 
their records as highly noteworthy for their respective 
areas. Burrowing Owl—this species escapes detection 
in Louisiana in some winters; hence the following 
5 records, all in one winter, are worthy of mention: 
2 on the Sabine Refuge in s. w. Louisiana, Dec. 28 
(GHL, et al.); another individual in the same area, 
Jan. 2 (J. D. Newsom); 1 seen 5 miles south of 
Elton, La., Jan. 30 (Charles Shaw); 1 at New 
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Orleans, Jan. 29 (HBC); 1 near Cameron, Mar. 21 
(HHJ). Short-eared Owl—like the preceding species, 
not recorded in the Region every winter; the follow- 
ing records may indicate a general invasion: 4 seen 
in a cut sugarcane field near Baton Rouge, Dec. 6 
(RK); 5 or more seen at Rosedale on Mar. 29 and 
Apr. 1 (MGV), second record in 34 years; 1 to 5 
seen near Memphis on various dates between Dec. 
21 and Jan. 24 (BBC and RDS), first record in the 
immediate area; 3 observed at St. Charles, Ark., Jan. 
28 (PJVH), first record in that area. 

Goatsuckers, Swifts, Larks——Whip-poor-will—1 
seen clearly at Lakeshore, Miss., Jan. 24 (JLD), a 
rare and irregular winter resident on the northern 
Gulf coast. Chimney Swift—3 seen in downtown 
Baton Rouge, Mar. 12 (JK), said positively not to be 
Vaux’s Swift on the basis of dark bellies and charac- 
teristic call notes, 3 days earlier than ever before in 
Louisiana and 1 day earlier than all other Gulf 
coast records. Horned Lark—the small, mainly Texas 
coastal plains race of this species apparently once 
bred in s. w. Louisiana, but only two stray individ- 
uals have been seen there since 1932. The appearance 
of a pair near Cameron, Mar. 21 (HHJ), may indi- 
cate a reoccupation of this part of the range. On Mar. 
8 two nests of the Prairie Horned Lark were found 
8 miles west of Corinth, Miss. (RDS, Coffeys, B. R. 
Warriner), the first breeding record in that state, 
although BBC and RDS have considered it a summer 
resident there since 1940 and possibly since 1932. 

Crows, Creepers, Thrushes.—Fish Crow—14 seen 
and heard near Marion, Ala., Mar. 7 (TAI, ef al.), 
further evidence of the gradual spread of the species 
away from the rivers of the coastal plain which it 
has long been known to ascend to points far inland. 
Brown Creeper—1 seen at Pensacola, Dec. 20 (Miss 
L. E. Pate), the only one in that area all winter; 
species also missed on recent St. Francisville census 
(in 8 out of the 12 times recorded the counts have 
been 1, 3, 8, 4, 3, 1, 2, and 2 individuals, respec- 
tively). Am. Robin—a nest with young found and 
fledgling photographed at New Orleans, Feb. 10 
(Earl Smith), a phenomenally early date. Olive- 
backed Thrush—1 seen at Pearlington, Miss., Apr. 
3 (Buford Myers), very early. 

Warblers, Tanagers.—Black-throated Blue Warbler 
—a male seen at Pensacola, Mar. 29 (FMW), the 
fifth record there in 37 years. Black-throated Green 
Warbler—1 seen at Pensacola, Dec. 20 and 21 
(FMW ), the second winter record in the observer's 
37 years’ experience. Scarlet Tanager—1 observed on 
Warrior River, 20 miles west of Birmingham, Mar. 
28 (Perry and Prather), two weeks earlier than ever 
before in that general area. 

Dickcissels, Sparrows.—Dickcissel—2_ individuals, 
later joined by a third, fed regularly at a feeding 
tray at Century, Fla., from Jan. 28 until end of 
period (Mrs. ALW); the winter occurrence in this 
locality now seems to be regular and usual since a 
few Dickcissels have appeared there nearly every 
year in the last 15. Lincoln’s Sparrow—1 seen at 
Pensacola, Dec. 28 and again on Jan. 11 (FMW), 
Weston’s first winter record—GEorGE H. Lowery, 
Jr., and Ropert J. NEWMAN, Museum of Zoology, 
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Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La. 


NORTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—Most 
of the Region enjoyed a mild winter with tempera- 
tures above normal and snowfall below normal. In 
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many areas the ground was bare more often than 
snow-covered. In the Malta, Mont. area the minimum 
temperatures dropped below zero on only 22 days, 
with -22° the lowest reading. The southern part of 
the Region had the most snow. Canton, S. Dak. had 
a severe storm on Feb. 19 which lasted 3 days and 
another on Mar. 2 which was of shorter duration. 

We aterfowl.— Approximately 3000 Mallards 
wintered on Fort Peck Game Refuge, Fort Peck, 
Mont. in comparison to the 15,000 birds recorded 
there during the 1951-1952 season (Clair Aldous). 
Wintering Mallards were far below normal on 
Bowdoin Refuge, Malta, Mont. (Leon Snyder). 
Canyon Lake, near Rapid City, S$. Dak. reported 
2000 birds (Harry Behrens); Lake Andes Refuge, 
Lake Andes, S. Dak. recorded 75,000 (Scott Findley, 
Charles Hughlett); and LaCreek Refuge, Martin, S. 
Dak. had about 6000 Mallards (Kenneth Krumm). 
As in previous winters a few Mallards, Am. Golden- 
eyes, Buffle-heads and Am. Mergansers were noted in 
various places where there was open water. 

Hawks.—Although they were scarce in most places, 
Rough-legged Hawks were reported as ‘common’ 
on LaCreek Refuge in South Dakota (KK) and 
“abundant” on Fort Peck Refuge in Montana (CA). 
They were seen at Flatbush, some 100 miles north 
of Edmonton, Alta. in February. These birds com- 
monly winter in southern Alberta but they are rarely 
recorded so far north during the winter (Robert 
Lister). Eighteen Bald Eagles wintered at Lake 
Andes Refuge, Lake Andes, S. Dak. where they 
appeared to be living on sick and wounded Mallards 
(SF, CH). Golden Eagles and occasional Bald 
Eagles were seen in various places throughout the 
Region. Marsh Hawks wintered on LaCreek Refuge, 
Martin, S. Dak. (KK); several were seen in Rapid 
Valley near Rapid City, S. Dak. (HB); a few were 
present in Theodore Roosevelt National Memorial 
Park, Medora, N. Dak. (Neil Reid). There were 
several records of individuals in other North Dakota 
areas. A Gyrfalcon (gray) was seen on Lake Ilo 
Refuge, Dunn Center, N. Dak. on Feb. 12 (Howard 
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Huenecke, Chesley Dinkins); one was noted on Des 
Lacs Refuge, Kenmare, N. Dak. on Mar. 5 (HH); 
and a freshly killed one was found near Flasher, N. 
Dak. on Feb. 6 (Robert Randall). Prairie Falcons 
were seen in North and South Dakota. Pigeon Hawks 
were recorded on occasions throughout the winter near 
Edmonton, Alta. (RL). 

Upland Game Birds.—Sharp-tailed Grouse were 
noted in fairly large flocks near Edmonton, Alta. 
(RL) and they were plentiful near Botha, Alta. (R. 
Stiller). In Montana there was a decrease on Fort 
Peck Refuge (CA), and none were seen on Bowdoin 
Refuge (LS). Long Lake Refuge, Moffit, N. Dak. 
reported a high population (Homer Bradley) but 
a decrease was noted near Kenmare, N. Dak. (HH). 
On Feb. 10, during an aerial count over the entire 
Upper Souris Refuge, Foxholm, N. Dak., 166 birds 
were recorded (Frank Martin). They were abundant 
on LaCreek Refuge with some flocks containing 100 
birds (KK). European Partridges were plentiful near 
Edmonton and Botha, Atla. but there was a decrease 
in the vicinity of Bowdoin and Fort Peck Refuges in 
Montana. On the whole, the Ring-necked Pheasant 
population continued to be down in North Dakota. 
They were again abundant on LaCreek Refuge, Martin, 
S. Dak. where the population status was similar to 
the pre-1949 blizzards (KK). The Montana Refuges 
had an increase. Sage Hens were seen throughout 
the period on Fort Peck Refuge (CA). 

Owls.—Snowy Owls were scarce over most of the 
Region. Hawk Owls were not seen near Edmonton, 
Alta. and a visit to their usual breeding grounds 
in late February failed to disclose a single bird. 

Woodpeckers, Larks, Magpies ——Yellow-shafted 
Flickers were seen on several occasions throughout 
the period in Bismarck and Mandan, N. Dak. (RR), 
and flickers were also present during the winter in 
Theodore Roosevelt Nat'l. Park (NR). Of the 
resident woodpeckers in the vicinity of Edmonton, it 
appeared that the Pileated was holding its own but 
the Downy and Hairy have become comparatively 
rare in the last few years (RL). Fewer Horned 
Larks were seen near Rapid City, S. Dak. (HB) 
but they were plentiful in most areas. An increase 
in Am. Magpies was reported on Bowdoin and Fort 
Peck Refuges in Montana. 

Robins through Shrikes —A few Am. Robins were 
found in scattered localities in North Dakota and 
a large number were reported wintering in the North 
Dakota Badlands where they were often seen in 
flocks with Cedar Waxwings (Neil Reid). An un- 
usual number of Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen 
in Sioux Falls, S. Dak. (SF) and in the vicinity of 
Canton, S. Dak. (W. B. Mallory). Bohemian Wax- 
wings appeared in many places but with the exception 
of Fort Peck, Mont., they were not seen in as large 
numbers as in the preceding winter season. A small 
flock of Cedar Waxwings stayed in Bismarck, N. 
Dak. most of the winter (RR). They were noted 
in both large and small flocks in Theodore Roosevelt 
Nat'l. Park, Medora, N. Dak. and were abundant 
all winter in the hills around Fort Peck, Mont. 
Gray Shrikes were scarce. 

Starlings, Blackbirds —There was an increase in 


wintering Common Starlings on farms near Tower 
City, N. Dak. (Edgar Preston). Western Meadow- 
larks were present in small numbers on LaCreek 
Refuge, S. Dak. where they began singing in early 
February. Both species breed on LaCreek but it is 
assumed that the Eastern species winter farther south 
as they are not heard until mid-March (KK). There 
were the usual records of Red-wings. 

Finches.—Evening Grosbeaks were seen several 
times in small flocks during February and March in 
Edmonton (RL). Two flocks were noted in March 
near Botha, Alta. (RS). A flock containing 100 birds 
was observed in the foothills near Rapid City on 
Dec. 26, 27, 28 (HB). Purple Finches appeared on 
several occasions during December and January at 
the Experimental Station in Mandan, N. Dak., with 
8 birds the most seen at any one time (RR). Pine 
Grosbeaks were present in fair numbers in Edmonton; 
they were recorded once in Botha, Alta.; once in 
Bismarck, N. Dak.; and twice in Des Lacs Refuge, 
Kenmare, N. Dak. Common Redpolls were recorded 
over most of North Dakota and in the vicinity of 
Botha, Alta. Pine Siskins were seen most of the 
winter in Bismarck, N. Dak. and Am. Goldfinches 
were observed on 3 occasions. 

Sparrows.—Slate-colored Juncos were present in 
unusual numbers in Canton, S. Dak. (WM). Harris's 
Sparrows wintered northeast of Redfield, S. Dak. 
where they first appeared in late November when a 
feeder containing seeds had been put out. Eighteen 
birds was the largest number recorded at one time. 
They were daily visitors until Mar. 19. From Mar. 
19 to 28 only 2 or 3 were seen (H. V. Padrnos). 
Lapland Longspurs were seen over most of the 
Region. A large concentration was noted at LaCreek 
Refuge, Martin, S$. Dak. from Mar. 8 to 12 (KK).— 
ANN M. GAMMELL, ROBERT T. GAMMELL, Kenmare, 
N. Dak. 


SOUTHERN GREAT PLAINS REGION.—The 
season was generally mild and wet with temperatures 
averaging several degrees above normal at many 
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year was reflected in 
the low populations of 
many species, particu- 
larly the fringillids. In 
the southwestern por- 
tion of the Region the drought was unbroken and 
bird populations were pitifully low at Clayton, N. 
Mex. (A. J. Krehbiel) and at Midland, Tex. (J. 
Galley). 
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Grebes, Waterfowl—Grebes were observed in 
several localities in mid-winter. An Eared Grebe 
was seen at Tulsa from Dec. 7 throughout the 
period (J. G. Newell and other members of the 
Tulsa Aud. Soc.). The Pied-billed Grebe was a 
winter resident or visitor at Denver (A. L. Baily), 
Tulsa (TAS), Oklahoma City (P. Griffing and other 
members of the Auchincloss Bird Club) and at the 
Wichita Wildlife Refuge (E. J. Greenwalt) in 
Oklahoma. Waterfowl were conspicuously scarce in 
December and January throughout the central and 
southern portions of the Region. For example, the 
January inventory in Oklahoma indicated a water- 
fowl population roughly one-third as great as last 
year (M. Dodson). In contrast, waterfowl were more 
numerous than usual along the western edge of the 
Plains, particularly at Denver (ALB) and at Fort 
Collins (RGB). In such localities the open winter 
was probably favorable. Noteworthy distribution 
records were: the White-fronted Goose at Denton, 
Tex. from Feb. 15 to Mar. 29 (K. and R. Rylander) ; 
the first record of the Cinnamon Teal at Commerce, 
Tex. on Mar. 8-12 (Mrs. N. S. O'Neil); the first 
record of the Ring-necked Duck wintering near 
Denver (ALB); and two Old-squaws at the Salt 
Plains Refuge on Jan. 13 (J. B. Van den Akker). 

Hawks, Quail and Pheasants Populations of win- 
tering hawks were conspicuously low in most locali- 
ties, probably reflecting the mild weather in combina- 
tion with low populations of rabbits and small rodents. 
The Broad-winged Hawk was seen at Dallas where 
the species is very rare (W. Christian and E. Win- 
ford). A Bald Eagle was observed at Denton on 
Dec. 20, a mew county record (K and RR). A 
Peregrine Falcon apparently wintered at the Salt 
Plains Refuge (JBV), and one or more Prairie 
Falcons were observed near Alva, Okla. (S. Little 
and P. Nighswonger). These large falcons are rare 
on the southern Plains. Low Bob-white and Ring- 
necked Pheasant populations showed the effects of 
last year’s drought. 

Sandpipers, Gulls and Terns.—Sandpipers appar- 
ently wintered north of their normal range in some 
numbers. The Greater Yellow-legs was seen at the 
Salt Plains Refuge on Jan. 10 (FMB). The Least 
Sandpiper was noted at Oklahoma City on Jan. 14 
(D. Clark, J. Montgomery and B. C. Auchincloss) ; 
one was seen at Denton on Jan. 18 (K and RR). The 
Western Sandpiper was found at Oklahoma City on 
Jan. 10 (DC, PG, JM and W. Long). Ring-billed 
Gulls were reported in unusually large numbers on 
the reservoirs and rivers throughout the Region. A 
Franklin’s Gull was seen on Jan. 18 at Denton, where 
the species is seldom found in mid-winter (K and 
RR). A Forster's Tern at Denton on Feb. 22 was 
unusually early (K and RR). 

Doves, Woodpeckers —Mourning Doves were re- 
ported to be scarce or absent by most observers, prob- 
ably due to the shortage of weed seeds and waste 
grain. A Yellow-bellied Sapsucker taken near 
Morrison, Colo. on Dec. 23 constituted a second 
state record (ALB) for the eastern subspecies. An 
individual of the Red-naped race was seen near 
Bellevue, Colo. on Dec. 27; another was noted in 
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Fort Collins on Feb. 1 (RGB). It is known only as 
a migrant in these localities. 

Flycatchers through Creepers—A Black Phoebe 
seen at Fort Worth on Feb. 8 was a new locality 
record for this western species (W. M. Pulich and 
Mrs. R. Bowman). A Scrub Jay seen on Dec. 21 at 
Amarillo, Tex. was an unusual distribution record 
(Mrs. D. Acord). Both the White- and Red-breasted 
Nuthatches were unusually scarce on the Plains, 
The Brown Creeper was scarce at Denver (ALB) and 
at Fort Collins (RGB). 

Wrens, Mockingbirds and Thrashers.—Two 
Winter Wrens near Beecher’s Island in extreme 
northeastern Colorado represented an unusual locality 
record. The House Wren wintered in several places 
in Oklahoma where the species was formerly known 
only as a migrant or summer resident. One was seen 
near Crescent on Dec. 21 (PG, et al.); one was 
observed at Oklahoma City on Dec. 28 (ABC); and 
another near Oklahoma City on Jan. 10 (DC and 
JM). Several Mockingbirds wintered at Roswell, N. 
Mex., where the species was previously unknown as 
a winter resident (V. Montgomery). A Brown 
Thrasher wintered at Topeka, Kans. (L. B. Carson) 
and one was seen at Oklahoma City on Dec. 28 (K. 
Frates, J. Burch and S. Wilson). This species seldom 
winters north of the Red River. A Curve-billed 
Thrasher seen in Roswell on Feb. 17 and 25 is a 
new locality record (VM). A Sennett’s Thrasher 
seen near Big Springs, Tex. on Feb. 1 is a new 
locality record (Mr. and Mrs. J. Galley and C. 
McNeese ). 

Thrushes, Gnatcatchers, Starlings ——Large flocks 
of Am. Robins were absent throughout most of the 
Region. For the first time in fourteen years not a 
single winter flock was found at Stillwater (FMB). 
Eastern and Mountain Bluebirds were also scarce in 
practically all localities. Townsend’s Solitaire was 
seen at Topeka (Fisher and Holmes), at Norman, 
Okla. (Cleveland Co. Bird Club) and, for the first 
time, at Tulsa where a single bird was found in late 
March and early April (Mrs. B. Reynolds, TAS). 
These localities are all east of the normal range of 
the solitaire. The Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, which rarely 
winters on the Plains, was seen at Denton on Jan. 
11 (K and RR). A Common Starling roost in Roswell 
was estimated to contain 28,000 birds on Jan. 6. 
This species was first reported in 1947 and previous 
winter populations have not exceeded a few hundred 
(VM). 

Blackbirds, Sparrows—A new colony of Boat- 
tailed Grackles was discovered in Dallas (D. England 
and EW). The Rusty Blackbird was seen at Dallas 
on Dec. 19 and on Feb. 9. This species is a very 
rare winter visitant (WC and EW). A Green-tailed 
Towhee was seen for the first time at Topeka on 
Jan. 17 (O. Rice). Sparrows were generally reported 
to be scarce although some species wintered in num- 
bers north of their normal range. A Leconte’s Spar- 
row was collected from a small flock found near 
Roswell, N. Mex. on Jan. 28 (VM and S. H. Sikes). 
This is a new state record. Three Vesper Sparrows 
were seen near the Salt Plains Refuge on Jan. 
10 (FMB). This species is seldom reported in 
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northern Oklahoma during the winter. Field Spar- 
rows were seen regularly at Topeka where the species 
rarely winters (LBC). The Harris's Sparrow was 
rare at Alva (PN). A White-crowned Sparrow was 
seen on Feb. 2 at Bladen, Nebr., where the species 
is very rare in winter (H. Turner). For the first 
time in seven winters a small number of White- 
crowned Sparrows visited a banding station at Still- 
water throughout the winter (A. M. Baumgartner). 
The White-throated Sparrow was seen at Oklahoma 
City on Dec. 28, west of its normal winter range 
(Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Martin, et al.) —F. M. 
BAUMGARTNER, Oklahoma A. and M. College, Still- 
uater, Obla. 


SOUTH TEXAS REGION.—Mild and very dry con- 
ditions prevailed in the South Texas Region through- 
out the winter. Compared with the rather severe cold 
fronts of November, 
it can be said that 
a= little that would be 
expected to affect the 
birdlife occurred in 
the winter months. 
Only light frosts 
were encountered in 
the upper coastal 
T area, and the tem- 
cm perature did not go 

below freezing at all 
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in the Rio Grande Valley. 

Loons, Grebes, Pelicans, Ibises—Common Loons 
wintered in usual numbers along the coast from Rock- 
port north. There were no reports from Laguna Madre 
to the south. The only inland report was one seen 
at Buchanan Dam, northwest of Austin, on Dec. 31 
(W. D. Anderson). Horned Grebes visited the coast 
in above-normal numbers and also were seen from 
Rockport north. Four individuals were noted at Gal- 
veston on Dec. 26 (S. G. Williams). An unusual 
record of the Western Grebe was made Mar. 5, 
when 2 were observed on Laguna Atascosa (L. C. 
Goldman, and Harry F. and Helen Stiles of Grand 
Rapids, Mich.). The wintering White Pelican popula- 
tion at Laguna Atascosa Refuge ranged from 25 to 300 
birds. At the same location White Ibis and White- 
faced Ibis stayed through the third week in January 
before leaving for Mexico (LCG). The only wintering 
Roseate Spoonbills reported were at Rockport (Mrs. 
Jack Hagar). 

Geese and Ducks.—More geese wintered in the Rio 
Grande Valley than at any time in the last five years. 
They began, however, to leave in the latter part of 
December and by the third week in January consider- 
able loss was noticed. The last goose record in the 
southern part of the Region is that of 15 Canada Geese 
observed near Kingsville, Apr. 12 (Dr. Ira N. Gab- 
rielson). Most of the geese had left the Houston area 
by the end of March. In the upper coastal area Mal- 
lards were more common than usual. The peak was 
reached early in February but most had left by the end 
of the same month (A. K. McKay, SGW). At Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge Gadwall reached a peak of 3800 on 
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Oct. 29, dwindling to 200 in January when they con- 
tinued southward. Am. Widgeon reached a peak of 
40,000 on the Refuge, also on Oct. 29. The bulk of 
this number moved south into Mexico leaving about 
2000, Jan. 20, for the rest of the winter. The Pintail 
population on Laguna Atascosa Refuge reached a peak, 
estimated at 248,000, between Oct. 15 and Nov. 4. 
These began an exodus the latter part of Dece:mber 
and by Jan. 28 only 2000 remained (LCG). Green- 
winged Teal reached a peak of 10,000 at Cove on 
Feb. 1 (AKM). Six Cinnamon Teal, seen at La Marque 
on Mar. 14, were an unusual number for the upper 
coastal region (SGW). Redheads that were recorded 
at Laguna Atascosa Refuge as approximately 200,000 
on Nov. 16 were down to 8000 by Mar. 5 (LCG). 
On Mar. 9 about 50,000 were found using Laguna 
Atascosa Refuge. This increase was caused by Red- 
heads returning from the Tampico, Mexico, area where 
they were reported as wintering in large numbers. The 
Canvas-back showed up in greater than usual numbers 
in the upper part of Galveston Bay. McKay found 
numbers at Cove varying between 40 and 1150 from 
Dec. 7 to Mar. 8. Only 3 were present on Mar. 29. 
Stephen Williams found a total of 129 at various 
points along the west side of Galveston Bay on Jan. 
23. The last he reported were 2 at San Jacinto Battle- 
grounds on Mar. 14. The peak count of Buffle-head 
was 79 at Laguna Atascosa Refuge on Mar. 12 (LCG). 
The Hooded Merganser was seen at Cove three times 
between Dec. 7 and Jan. 11 (AKM) and once at 
Galveston on Dec. 26 (SGW). 

Hawks.—Hawks in general were unusually abun- 
dant this winter. Indicative are the totals for the 
Christmas Count of Dec. 21 on the Laguna Atascosa 
Refuge and vicinity. These included 1 Sharp-shinned 
Hawk, 7 Cooper's, 6 Red-tailed, 3 Red-shouldered, 15 
White-tailed, 2 Ferruginous, 30 Harris’s, 182 Marsh, 
5 Peregrine Falcons, and 92 Sparrow Hawks. Condi- 
tions in the upper coastal area were significantly dif- 
ferent in that Red-tailed Hawks were very numerous 
and that the Rough-legged Hawk was also reported, 
single birds being seen on several occasions, the last 
one being near Deer Park on Feb. 8 (FGW). Mrs. 
Minor A. Hurst reported a Golden Eagle north of 
Katy on Dec. 28, and on Mar. 18 two Golden Eagles 
were observed from the air on the King Ranch by 
William Jennings. One was 10 miles south of Fal- 
furrias, the other 15 miles north of Raymondville. A 
pair of Bald Eagles reared two young at a nest just 
north of Angleton. Jesse Laxson reported they first 
left the nest on Mar. 15; however, they did not leave 
the nest area until Mar. 24. The only White-tailed 
Kite observations were one seen on Feb. 13 and one 
on Feb. 23 on Laguna Atascosa Refuge (LCG). 
Sparrow Hawks in the Houston area dwindled sharply 
in numbers the latter part of March, only one being 
seen for several days up to Apr. 2. None were seen 
then until one reappeared on Apr. 14 after a moder- 
ately strong cold front from the north (FGW). 

Gallinaceous Birds, Cranes, and Rails.—Chachalacas 
were observed in small numbers on the Laguna Atas- 
cosa Refuge. The population at Santa Ana Refuge was 
increased somewhat during the late winter by birds 
coming in across the Rio Grande River. George Un- 
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land, Refuge patrolman, observed them making the 
flight across from Mexico. Conditions no doubt were 
better on the U. S. side, causing the local migration. 
Prairie Chickens, in selected protected locations, seemed 
to have a good “booming” season. Numbers were 
above normal near Deer Park (FGW) and on the 
Salt Creek Ranch near Tivoli (C. D. Brown). Only 
21 Whooping Cranes passed the winter on the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge (Julian A. Howard). Sand- 
hill Cranes were never numerous in the Lower Rio 
Grande area, the highest one-day count being 151 
birds. Counts made in the rice field areas to the west 
of Houston showed a normal wintering population 
of over 500 birds. Mrs. Hagar reported a Virginia 
Rail at Rockport on Mar. 26. A Sora was observed at 
San Jacinto Battlegrounds on Feb. 8 (SGW). Florida 
Gallinules wintered in sparse numbers. One spent the 
winter at Harris Reservoir near Angleton (Jesse 
Laxson), and 3 were found at Galveston on Feb. 8 
(SGW). One noted at Rockport on Mar. 20 was 
probably a spring arrival (JH). 

Shorebirds, Gulls, and Terns.—Piping Plover win- 
tered in the Cove area from Dec. 21 to Feb. 21. The 
peak count was 26 on Dec. 26. Mr. McKay reports 
this as the greatest wintering population he has re- 
corded. He also reports Ringed Plovers present in 
numbers above normal for winter during almost the 
same period, Dec. 7 to Feb. 22. After these birds left, 
the first spring migrants appeared on Mar. 29. Am. 
Avocets appear to be increasing as a wintering bird 
along the Texas Gulf Coast. They were present from 
November to March at Rockport (JH), and from 
Dec. 13 to Feb. 8 at San Jacinto Battleground (SGW). 
At Cove the first ever recorded in December were 3 
seen on Dec. Four were also noted on Jan. 5. 
A Glaucous Gull spent the winter at Rockport and 
was seen by many visitors to that wonderful area. It 
arrived on Dec. 8 and was still present, Apr. 1 (JH). 
A single Franklin's Gull, with a number of missing 
wing feathers, was seen at Cove on Jan. 18 (AKM). 
Bonaparte’s Gulls were frequent between Dec. 7 and 
Feb. 22 in the Galveston Bay Area. They were re- 
corded primarily at Cove (AKM) but also at La 
Porte (SGW)) and Vingt-un Islands (Josiephine Wil- 
kin). Caspian Terns were common at Galveston all 
winter, up to 70 or 80 being seen per day afield 
(SGW ). In the lower Laguna Madre about 300 Black 
Skimmers wintered along the main channel of the 
intra-coastal canal near the Harlingen arm of the canal 
(LCG). 

Doves to Flycatchers —Ground Doves were reported 
with increasing frequency in the Houston area, being 
seen at Cove and several spots both to the west and 
south. One was also observed at the Little Thicket 
Sanctuary near Evergreen on Mar. 1 (J. M. Heiser). 
In the Rio Grande Valley they remained in greater 
numbers than last year, probably because of improved 
feeding conditions found in the increased number of 
milo stubble fields in the area. On Jan. 10 William 
Jennings observed 10 Red-billed Pigeons east of Ray- 
mondville. Short-eared Owls were seen more fre- 
quently at Cove than in any previous year. Records of 
from 1 to 3 birds were made from Dec. 26 to Mar. 
26 (AKM). A single bird was noted at Deer Park on 
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Dec. 21 (FGW). Buff-bellied Hummingbirds were 
scarce in the Rio Grande Valley this winter. A lone 
female Ringed Kingfisher was discovered on the San 
Benito Resaca on Mar. 15 (LCG) and was observed 
again on Mar. 19 (LCG, C. E. Hudson). Belted King- 
fishers were uncommon because of the scarcity of fresh- 
water ponds and the Green Kingfisher was not once 
reported for the season. Yellow-shafted Flickers were 
again observed in San Benito and at Santa Ana Refuge. 
Red-shafted Flickers spent the winter in the upper 
coastal area in greater than usual numbers. Wintering 
Scissor-tailed Flycatchers were seen in Houston on 
Jan. 20 (Ruth Stamm) and at Deer Park on Jan. 25 
(FGW). Vermilion Flycatchers have shown a notice- 
able recovery throughout the area since the freeze of 
February 1951. A peak for the upper coastal area was 
a count of 7 at Harris Reservoir near Angleton on 
Feb. 7 (SGW). 

Jays, Wrens, Thrashers —On Jan. 3 Marshall Johns- 
ton and Edgar Kincaid saw a flock of seven Brown 
Jays in the Rio Grande delta on the Mexican side of 
the river. According to L. Irby Davis this species 
fairly regularly ranges north to points a few miles 
inside the delta. It has, however, never been re- 
corded in the U. S. On Dec. 7 and Jan. 3 the Verdin 
was seen 12 miles southeast of Austin (WDA). Brown 
Creepers wintered in greater than usual numbers in 
the Austin region (WDA) and in the Houston area 
(FGW ). Winter Wrens were more common at Cove 
than in any year since 1939. They stayed as late as 
Mar. 15 (AKM). The Bewick’s Wren, not common 
in the humid coastal area, was seen at Cove on Dec. 
25 (AKM), Evergreen on Jan. 31 (JMH), and 
Houston on Feb. 21 to 27 (MAH). Brown Thrashers 
were unusually common all winter in the Houstun- 
Galveston area. The Sage Thrasher has become a com- 
mon wintering bird in the yucca-cacti type habitat to 
be found on parts of the Laguna Atascosa Refuge 
(LCG). 

Thrushes through Starlings—Robins were more 
abundant in the Rio Grande Valley area than at any 
time in the last five years. Eastern Bluebirds were also 
present after being scarce for three seasons (LCG). 
In a year when northern and western birds extended 
their wintering ranges southward and eastward it was 
surprising that no eastward movement of the Moun- 
tain Bluebird was detected. On Feb. 7 a single bird 
was seen just west of Austin (WDA) and a few in- 
dividuals were seen near San Benito between Feb. 15 
and Mar. 1 (CEH, LCG). Golden-crowned Kinglets, 
usually quite scarce in the Rio Grande Valley, were 
observed there on several occasions this winter (LCG). 
There were also above normal wintering numbers in 
the Austin region (WDA) and the Houston-Cove 
area (AKM, FGW). A single Phainopepla was ob- 
served on Santa Ana Refuge, Dec. 23 (LCG, Blanche 
W. Longland); no other record is available for the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Starlings reached the Rio 
Grande Valley by the thousands for the first time and 
were more common throughout the whole South Texas 
Region than in previous winters. The last were seen 
in the Rio Grande Valley on Mar. 5 (LCG) and on 
the upper coastal area at Port Lavaca on Mar. 22 
(FGW ). 
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Vireos and Warblers—McKay reports a single 
White-eyed Vireo at Cove on Jan. 1. A number of 
Solitary Vireos were recorded throughout the Region 
during the course of the winter. Audubon’s Warblers 
were noted in the proportion of one to every 25 
Myrtle Warblers in the Rio Grande Valley (LCG). 
Conditions were similar at Rockport (CDB). A 
single brightly plumaged adult male was seen on 
Galveston Island on Apr. 5 (FGW). The Black- 
throated Green Warbler, ordinarily a common win- 
tering bird in the Rio Grande valley, was absent this 
winter. The Black-throated Gray Warbler, usually 
very uncommon in the same area, was seen on numer- 
ous occasions by several observers. A number were 
also seen at Rockport (JH) and one was seen at 
Galveston County Park at League City on Feb. 4 
(FGW). A single Prairie Warbler was seen at 
Laguna Gloria, Austin, on Feb. 13 (WDA). Palm 
Warblers were present in greater than usual numbers, 
being reported from Dec. 21 to Feb. 27 in the Rio 
Grande valley (Sheldon Klock, CEH, LCG) and 
throughout the season at Rockport and in the Houston 
area. The Black-capped Warbler was found at Cove 
only. Single individuals were observed on Jan. 1, 
Jan. 18, and Mar. 8 (AKM). 

Blackbirds, Tanagers, and Finches.—Brewer’s Black- 
birds were more numerous in the Rio Grande valley 
than at any time in the last five years according to 
Goldman’s records. McKay at Cove says, of the 
same species, “more than in the last 18 years com- 
bined.” The bulk of the birds had left the Region 
by the first week in March and the last observed 
were a group of 4 seen near Pasadena on Apr. 7 
(FGW ). On Jan. 25, Marshall Johnston and Edgar 
Kincaid found a female Western Tanager in Zilker 
Park in Austin. They studied the bird carefully and 
at close range. Pyrrhuloxias were more numerous than 
usual in the lower part of the Rio Grande valley 
(LCG). On Dec. 28, McKay saw a Blue Grosbeak 
at Cove, the only local winter record for the species. 
Purple Finches were conspicuous by their absence, 
the only observation being a group of 4 seen at Cove 
on Dec. 27 (AKM). Pine Siskins were quite com- 
mon. They outnumbered Am. Goldfinches in the Rio 
Grande valley and were seen in all localities as far 
east as Houston. They were unaccountably scarce 
at Cove, being noted only from Dec. 25 to Jan. 1. 
The Green-tailed Towhee invasion continued to sur- 
prise observers in all quarters, both because they 
were everywhere, though in small numbers, and be- 
cause they stayed so long. They were observed on 
Laguna Atascosa Refuge from Jan. 20 on. Reports 
were similar from Rockport, Austin, and Houston. 
At the close of the season reports of single birds 
were still being received. One visited feeding trays 
in the garden of J. R. Schmidt in La Porte from 
Jan. 9 to Mar. 15. Lark Buntings were reported win- 
tering in flocks of up to 150 birds southeast of 
Austin (WDA, JMH). The Harris’s Sparrow in- 
vasion was even more remarkable. In previous years 
1 or 2 individuals per winter might be reported in 
the South Texas Region. This winter observers re- 
ported flocks of up to 50 birds. After arriving early 
in November numbers built up to a peak in late 


December. The population was much reduced by 
Feb. 1 and the last report was of a flock of 12 
seen just north of Houston on Mar. 7 (MAH). AI- 
most all observers from Austin to Rockport to Hous- 
ton reported the species as common throughout the 
winter. Other species whose wintering status appeared 
to parallel the Harris’s Sparrow were the Slate- 
colored Junco, the White-crowned Sparrow, and the 
Song Sparrow. These three species are all usual 
winter visitants; however, the number of individuals 
present in some localities was many times normal. 
Usually no longspur observations are made in the 
South Texas Region; however, in the season just 
past all four species were recorded. Details are: 
McCown’s Longspur, golf course, Galveston, Mar. 
1, 2, and 3 (Elizabeth Mulloy); Lapland Longspur, 
Cove, one on Oct. 18 (AKM), and Houston, 5 on 
Jan. 25, 75 on Jan. 28, and 17 on Jan. 31 (FGW); 
Smith’s Longspur, Houston, 125 on Jan. 25, 5 on 
Jan. 31 (FGW), and 1 at College Station on Feb. 
19 (FGW); and Chestnut-collared Longspur, Austin, 
80 on Dec. 14, 110 on Feb. 15 (MCJ, EBK), College 
Station, 20 on Feb. 19 (Keith Dixon, FGW), and 
Galveston on Mar. 1, 2, and 3 (EM).—LUuUTHER C. 
GOLDMAN, Laguna Atascosa National Wildlife 
Refuge, San Benito, Tex., and FRANK G. WATSON, 
4110 Drummond St., Houston 25, Tex. 


PALOUSE—NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
REGION.—The winter of 1952-53 was characterized 
in this Region by unusually mild weather. No records 
were actually 
broken; never- 
theless this win- 
ter will be re- 
membered as 
one of the mild- 
est experienced 
in many years. 
son In northern 
WYOMING Idaho and east- 
ern Washing- 
ton the lowest 
temperature recorded was 15° on Dec. 25. In January, 
27° on the 6th was the lowest recorded. Maximum 
temperatures were equally abnormal, temperatures in 
the upper forties and fifties being frequently re- 
corded both in December and January, with a maxi- 
mum of 56° on Jan. 24. Precipitation was likewise 
far less than is usually experienced, the total snow- 
fall for the winter measuring just 19 inches. There 
was no snow in October or November, 614 inches 
in December, 214 inches in January, 4 inches in 
February and 6 inches in March. In western Montana 
slightly lower temperatures were experienced, but the 
winter as a whole, especially where January and Feb- 
ruary were concerned, was extremely mild. Only in 
late November and December were zero temperatures 
recorded, the minimum being -8° on Dec. 26. Despite 
this mild weather, or possibly because of it, birdlife 
was not abundant, and little of outstanding interest 
was recorded. Species breeding farther north and win- 
tering in this Region, such as the Bohemian Waxwing 
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and the Gray-crowned Rosy Finch, were present in 
rather small numbers, and there were few instances of 
species wintering that normally went farther south at 
this time of the year. The Fringillidae were not so 
scarce as during the winter of 1951-52, but were 
by no means as abundant as they usually are. Records 
from western Montana were again reported by R. L. 
Hand. Those from northern Idaho and eastern Wash- 
ington, unless otherwise specified, were personally 
taken. 

Herons, Ducks.—A single Great Blue Heron was 
seen at Missoula, Mont., Feb. 8. Locally Mallards 
were reported in usual numbers in western Montana, 
while in northern Idaho they were more abundant 
than in previous years. At Lewiston, Idaho, on Dec. 
21, flocks totaling 5000 individuals were seen, this 
being more than twice the number usually seen in this 
area. That same day flocks of other ducks were noted 
at intervals on the Clearwater River just east of Lewis- 
ton, including 7 Pintails, 2 Green-winged Teal, 8 Am. 
Widgeon, 4 Redheads, 6 Canvas-backs, and 8 Lesser 
Scaups. In western Montana, Am. Golden-eyes were 
noted in smaller numbers than usual, but Am. Mergan- 
sers were present in normal numbers. 

Hawks.—Both in northern Idaho and western Mon- 
tana a few Sharp-shinned Hawks were as usual present 
throughout the winter, while at Missoula a single 
Cooper’s Hawk was noted on Mar. 3 and probably 
represented a wintering individual. A single Red- 
tailed Hawk was seen at Missoula on Jan. 11, and a 
Bald Eagle west of town in late January. Three Bald 
Eagles were also observed on Flathead Lake, Mont. 
on Jan. 12. Other raptores noted in western Montana 
were a Marsh Hawk on Jan. 15 at St. Ignatius in 
Lake County, a Prairie Falcon on Mar. 3 near Bel- 
grade, a Pigeon Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 27, and 
a Sparrow Hawk at Missoula on Dec. 14. The Pigeon 
Hawk is never a common bird in northern Idaho, so 
individuals seen at Moscow on Dec. 6 and Feb. 27; 
at Genesee on Mar. 19; and at Headquarters in Clear- 
water County on Mar. 25 represented a normal win- 
ter population. 

Coots, Gulls, Owls.—A single Am. Coot noted at a 
warm spring 30 miles east of Missoula on Mar. 5 had 
undoubtedly wintered, this being much too early for 
a spring transient. At Lewiston 3 Ring-billed Gulls 
seen on Dec. 21 on the Snake River again represented 
the usual winter population. In western Montana, 
however, although often common during the winter 
months this species was noted but once, a single bird 
at Flathead Lake on Jan. 15. In northern Idaho the 
Short-eared Owl was, as in previous years, fairly com- 
mon throughout the winter, while in western Mon- 
tana but a single bird was seen, at Three Forks on 
Mar. 3. No Pygmy Owls were observed during the 
winter in the open Palouse country of northern Idaho, 
although in past years one was seen from time to time 
from early November until the middle of February. 
Apparently the relatively mild weather afforded these 
small owls an ample food supply, and made it un- 
necessary for them to leave the wooded ridges where 
they are normally found. 

Kingfishers, Flickers, Larks —Since even the smaller 
streams did not freeze over the Belted Kingfisher win- 
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tered in larger numbers than usual in northern Idaho, 
and was noted in Clearwater County (Headquarters, 
Dec. 24, and Weippe, Feb. 7) to an altitude of 3000 
feet. At Missoula an occasional bird was observed 
through Jan. 10. Red-shafted Flickers were as usual 
noted during the winter throughout the Region, and 
a female Yellow-shafted Flicker (rare in northern 
Idaho) was collected at Moscow on Feb. 23. Horned 
Larks wintered in usual numbers at Lewiston, but as 
in previous winters were not observed farther north 
in the State. Specimens taken from a flock on Dec. 6 
represented the pale northern race (arcticola), the 
first instance of this subspecies occurring other than a 
spring and fall transient. In western Montana flocks 
of Horned Larks were seen, Mar. 3 to 5, from Drum- 
mond east to the Gallatin Valley, and those observed 
at reasonably close range also represented this pale 
northern race. In view of the date it is probable that 
they were spring transients rather than birds that had 
wintered. 

Chickadees.—As early as Oct. 5 flocks of Mountain 
Chickadees, heretofore recorded only at the higher al- 
titudes, had appeared in the willows and cottonwoods 
along the Snake and Clearwater Rivers at Lewiston; 
they were noted there as late as Mar. 16. Even more 
surprising was the appearance of a flock of Chestnut- 
backed Chickadees on Hatwai Creek, 4 miles east of 
Lewiston, on Dec. 21. This species had never before 
been recorded other than in the heavy coniferous tim- 
ber on the higher ridges (always above an altitude of 
2500 feet), and the 5 birds seen seemed oddly out of 
place in the cottonwoods. They remained throughout 
the winter, being last noted on Mar. 16. There was 
apparently a definite altitudinal migration of this 
species in this area, for in eastern Washington it was 
recorded 6 miles southeast of Wawawai on Oct. 23 
(D. S. Farner and L. R. Mewaldt), and at Pullman 
(on the Washington State College campus) on Nov. 
3 (G. E. Hudson) and Feb. 23 (C. F. Yocom). This 
is the first instance, in many years of observation in 
the field, that the Chestnut-backed Chickadee has been 
reported in the Pullman area. 

Nuthatches, Thrushes, Kinglets—In northern Idaho 
Red-breasted Nuthatches were extremely scarce 
throughout the winter, and rarely observed. In previous 
years this species has been commonly noted during the 
winter months. In direct contrast, Am. Robins were 
unusually abundant both in northern Idaho and western 
Montana. The normal winter population in and about 
Moscow consists of small roving flocks totaling ap- 
proximately 200 individuals. The present winter flocks 
of 50 to 100 birds were seen both in the town, and in 
the open fields where the bare ground made it possible 
to secure food at all times, and there is little question 
but that thousands of robins successfully wintered in 
the Palouse country of Idaho and eastern Washington. 
In western Montana flocks of equal size were seen, 
and were reported more abundant than during any 
previous winter. The Varied Thrush and Townsend's 
Solitaire occurred in their usual small numbers in 
northern Idaho, but at Missoula the solitaire was 
noted more frequently than usual, especially during 
the latter part of the winter. Although rarely seen 
during the winter months anywhere in Idaho, a Ruby- 
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crowned Kinglet observed at Lewiston on Feb. 13 was 
unquestionably a wintering individual; it is early 
April before the first spring transients appear. 

Waxwings, Warblers—Bohemian Waxwings were 
reported as abundant in western Montana from Nov. 
21 to mid-February, and although scarce after that 
date a flock of possibly 200 was seen east of Missoula 
on Mar. 3. At Moscow this species was unusually 
scarce. The first flock did not appear until Dec. 15, and 
only at infrequent intervals were other small flocks 
seen until Mar. 5, when this species was noted for the 
last time. The Cedar Waxwing, as is usually the case, 
wintered in small numbers throughout the Region. The 
Audubon’s Warbler winters regularly at Lewiston, but 
for the first time was observed during the winter 
months at Moscow, one small restless flock being noted 
there on Nov. 29, and at intervals thereafter in various 
parts of the town throughout the entire winter. 

Blackbirds. —The Western Meadowlark, scarce dur- 
ing the winter months in western Montana, was noted 
there on but one occasion, 3 birds being seen at Mis- 
soula on Dec. 28. In northern Idaho it was, as usual, 
common at Lewiston, and more abundant at Moscow 
than during previous winters. The Brewer's Blackbird 
also wintered in larger numbers than is usually the 
case in northern Idaho; one flock seen at Lewiston on 
Dec. 21 comprised approximately 120 individuals. 

Finches and Sparrows.—These birds were with few 
exceptions scarce throughout the Region, but in con- 
trast to the winter of 1951-52 were observed in small 
numbers. In northern Idaho, Evening Grosbeaks, Pine 
Siskins, and Am. Goldfinches were observed at rather 
infrequent intervals. The first flock of Gray-crowned 
Rosy Finches appeared at Lewiston on Nov. 1, and on 
Dec. 6 a flock containing fully 500 individuals was 
seen feeding in a large plowed field at Genesee, Idaho. 
Common Redpolls appeared early, a flock of 16 be- 
ing noted at Steptoe Butte, Wash. on Nov. 24; an 
occasional flock was observed then until Feb. 8, when 
this species was recorded for the last time at Head- 
quarters, Clearwater Co., Idaho. Oregon Juncos, Am. 
Tree Sparrows, and Song Sparrows occurred in normal 
numbers, but Red Crossbills were again conspicuous 
by their complete absence. In western Montana Eve- 
ning Grosbeaks were much scarcer than usual, and 
Pine Siskins and Am. Goldfinches went unobserved 
from late November until early March. Redpolls were 
common in late November, and a single bird was 
noted on Feb. 8. Oregon Juncos and Song Sparrows 
were rather scarce, and the Slate-colored Junco, never 
a common bird in this Region, was observed on but 
two occasions: single birds on Dec. 12 and Jan. 25. 
Am. Tree Sparrows were present in small scattered 
flocks from Nov. 2 through Mar. 3.—THomas D. 
BURLEIGH, School Forestry, University of Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho. 


GREAT BASIN, CENTRAL ROCKY MOUN- 
TAIN REGION.—Following the pattern set during 
the fall, the winter weather in the Region was un- 
usually warm, dry and often windy. All reporters 
were in agreement on the weather. Snow cover in 
the valleys has been limited to a few inches, and 
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most of this usually melted shortly after falling. At 
the end of the quarter the snow depth for the winter 
was below normal. Many of the waters usually frozen 
over during most of the season were open. Waterfowl 
and other water birds, thus, had large areas available 
to them. Because of the mild weather birds in general 
remained later than usual, and those which do not 
migrate were recorded in larger numbers throughout 
the winter. 

Grebes, Pelicans, Herons. — Reports of Western 
and Eared Grebes were submitted on Dec. 23 by 
F. A. Thompson for Utah waters, while C. W. 
Lockerbie reported Pied-billed Grebes present all 
winter in small numbers in the Jordan River and 
Farmington Bay Refuge north of Salt Lake City. V. 
T. Wilson also indicated Pied-billed Grebes present 
at Bear River Refuge throughout the winter. Wilson 
reported 15 Great Blue Herons wintering on Bear 
River Refuge and Lockerbie reported these birds in 
small numbers at Farmington Bay Refuge in northern 
Utah. 

Swans and Geese.—A large concentration of 2000 
Canada Geese were reported for early March in 
Cache Valley, Utah, by J. S. Stanford. This valley 
apparently is becoming well established .as a route 
for spring and fall migration of Canada Geese. Un- 
usual too is the report that 40 geese remained over 
the winter at Bear River Refuge (VTW) and that 
as early as Feb. 6, 400 were estimated on the refuge. 
Mrs. H. E. Shaw from Nampa, Idaho, also reported 
high winter concentrations with an estimated 4660 
geese seen on Dec. 27. Whistling Swans also wintered 
in the Region, with as many as 200 reported at 
Bear River Refuge (VTW). There was a gradual 
migration of swans out of the Region as the winter 
progressed (CWL). Snow Geese (Lesser) were esti- 
mated at over 1200 in the Farmington Bay Refuge 
area on Feb. 22 (CWL). 

Ducks.—Unusually late in leaving and early in 
returning, characterizes the waterfowl picture for 
the comparatively open and warm winter. Spring 
migration appears to be ahead of last year and in 
larger numbers. At Nampa, Idaho, Mrs. H. E. Shaw 
estimated 6075 Mallards present on Dec. 27, with a 
drastic reduction to 49 on Mar. 29. Wintering popu- 
lations of ducks were reported by most reporters. 
Mallard and Pintail were the common wintering 
species, with as many as 2000 Mallards and 100 
Pintails reported at Bear River Refuge. Populations 
as high as 15,800 Mallards were reported on Jan. 30 
and 200,000 Pintails at Bear River Refuge, Mar. 16. 
Reported at the same refuge were 3000 Gadwalls 
and 800 Am. Mergansers on Feb. 15 (VTW). Mrs. 
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Shaw reported 14 Wood Ducks, Mar. 15, at Nampa, 
Idaho, the only report in the Region. In other parts 
of Utah, the Am. Widgeon, Green-winged Teal, 
Cinnamon Teal, Shoveller, Redhead, and Am. Mer- 
ganser were not abundant but wintered (CWL). 
The largest concentrations of Canvas-backs noted by 
Lockerbie were seen in the Farmington Bay Refuge 
areas during the later part of the period. 

Eagles, Coots—Numerous Golden Eagles and Bald 
Eagles were reported from Casper, Wyo. on Jan. 
18 by O. K. Scott. F. A. Thompson estimated 500 
Am. Coots in Utah, Dec. 27. A few coots wintered 
in Utah as reported by Lockerbie at Farmington Bay 
Refuge; by the latter part of the season 1000 were on 
their way north. 

Shorebirds and Gulls—Some shorebirds wintered. 
By the forepart of March most of the common species 
were present at Bear River Refuge, including Kill- 
deer, Long-billed Curlew, Lesser Yellow-legs, Marbled 
Godwit, Am. Avocet and California Gull (VTW). 
A Greater Yellow-legs was reported in Salt Lake 
County, Utah, Jan. 1, and again Mar. 8 at same 
place (CWL). Lockerbie also reported a rare Glaucous 
Gull at Farmington Bay Refuge, Mar. 20. Other gulls 
as California and Ring-billed were present in Utah 
throughout the winter in small numbers. A thousand 
Ring-billed Gulls were reported from Nampa, 
Idaho by Mrs. Shaw on Mar. 15. 

Passerine Birds Undoubtedly in response to the 
mild winter weather, Am. Robins have been reported in 
many observers’ lists in record numbers. These birds 
have remained in numbers as high as 500 in a flock 
in Logan, Utah (J. S. Starford), while farther north 
thousands were reported in Davis and Salt Lake 
Counties, Utah (CWL). Absent from the usual list 
of winter residents in Utah was the Steller’s Jay. 
Black-capped Chickadees were, however, reported in 
large numbers. Bohemian Waxwings were reported 
in flocks of 2000 in Casper, Wyo. in December 
(OKS). Evening Grosbeaks were present in the 
same area in flocks up to 25 throughout the winter. 

A. Lang Bailey in Central Colorado reports an 
absence of Bohemian Waxwings. Also lacking in 
usual numbers for the Idaho Springs, Colo. area this 
year are the Brown Creeper, Black Rosy Finch and 
White-winged Junco. In Mesa Verde National Park, 
however, Don Watson reported “scores” of Black 
Rosy Finches and hundreds of Brown-capped Rosy 
Finches. Some absences of birds usually present were 
noted on lists from Zion National Park. Leland 
Allen, however, noted that the Ruby-crowned King- 
let was fairly common, while the Oregon (Shufeldt’s) 
and Gray-headed Juncos were common to abundant 
throughout the winter. A Song Sparrow frequented 
the area around the park museum. From Vya, Nev., 
B. M. Hazeltine reported Slate-colored Juncos in 
February. 

From Frederick V. Hebard come notes of birds 
seen on a trip up to the top of Mt. Ajax (11,300 
ft.) in Pitkin, Co., Colo. Three Gray Jays, 50 
Bohemian Waxwings, a Gray Shrike, a Brown-capped 
Rosy Finch, and a White-winged Crossbill. At 10,500 
ft. was a pair of Am. Goldfinches.—Jessop B. Low, 
Utah State Agricultural College, Logan, Utah. 
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SOUTHWEST REGION.—The weather was drier 
than usual, with rainfall scanty in most areas and 
the snow cover poor in the higher elevations. The 













entire Region en- 
T UTAH ' COLORADO tered the grip of a 
mcrceonce | ___| general drought. De- 
Sia cember was a cold 
: Vainvon inpow — SANTA 
HOOVER SRock Foe month, but January 
@FLAGSTAF, ALBUQUERG eo, ‘ - P f I 
macy swowruae NEW a was one oO the 
"ARIZONA ‘MEXICO | |3] warmest on record. 
@ PHOENIX | 






IMPERIAL 
Bn suuver 26ren" 
CIY® ADAM 
Fi nN ‘ ’ 
_ye 
- --eeEt 


~~. NUGALES | ‘ o\ Pi 
aoe a | °, 


February and March 
-} were milder than us- 
ual, and what colder 
periods there were, 
were not severe. 

Grebes through Herons.—About 1400 Eared Grebes 
were seen on Havasu L., Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wild- 
life Refuge, Dec. 4 (Gale Monson). A Brown 
Pelican was observed flying low over Tucson, Ariz., 
Nov. 22 (J. & E. Gates). A Great Blue Heron was 
seen at Lake Mary, near Flagstaff, Ariz., Dec. 9; 
there were 6 nests in live cottonwoods near the 
Tuzigoot Nat'l. Monument, along the Verde River, 
Ariz., Mar. 15 (Eleanor Pugh). There were more 
than the usual number of Green Heron winter 
records, as attested by the following: 1 at Arivaca 
Jct. (“Kinsley’s’’), Ariz., Dec. 4 and 20 (Allan R. 
Phillips, ef al.); 1 at the Robinson Ranch near 
Cloverdale, N. Mex., Dec. 27 (Raymond Fleetwood) ; 
4 near Tucson, Jan. 4 (A. H. & Anne Anderson); 
1 at San Marcial L., Socorro Co., N. Mex., Jan. 28 
(RF); and 1 near Arlington, Ariz., Feb. 23 (J. M. 
Simpson). 

Waterfoul._—Small flocks of Canada Geese were 
seen at Lake Mary, Feb. 6 to the close of the period 
(EP). About 74,000 Mallards were present on the 
Bosque del Apache Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, N. Mex. 
in December (RF). A male European Teal was 
identified in a flock of Green-wings at Picacho 
Reservoir, near Coolidge, Ariz., Jan. 18 (R. Roy 
Johnson, A. S. Margolin, JMS); it was the first 
Arizona record. A male Wood Duck was found near 
Tucson, Jan. 4 (Andersons) and 17 (Robt. W. 
Dickerman, ARP); another male was noted at 
Arivaca, Feb. 23 (RWD). About 800 Redheads 
were present at Lake Mary in mid-March, while 
100 to 400 Canvas-backs were present there all 
winter (EP). The skeletonized remains of a Greater 
Scaup were picked up at Picacho Reservoir, Jan. 31 
(RWD). The second Arizona specimen of the Old- 
squaw was taken at the Arlington Waterfall Refuge, 
near Arlington, Feb. 14 (Wesley Fleming, Wendell 
Swank). 

Hawks.—A wintering Turkey Vulture was seen 
at Arivaca Jct. Dec. 4 (ARP). A Goshawk was 
found near Willcox, Ariz., Dec. 12, and another was 
noted in the Santa Catalina Mts., Ariz., Feb. 12 
(RWD). A Zone-tailed Hawk was present in the 
eastern part of Tucson, Mar. 19 (Bruce Cole). A 
Ferruginous Hawk was seen on the Colorado River 
Indian Reservation below Parker, Ariz., Dec. 24 
(GM). A Mexican Black Hawk was observed near 
Tucson, Mar. 13 (J. A. Munro, ARP). A Bald 
Eagle was present at Lake Mary, Jan. 30 (EP). 
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Cranes, Shorebirds and Gulls. — Nearly 14,000 
Sandhill Cranes were wintering at the Bitter Lake 
Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Roswell, N. Mex., during 
December (Raymond Hunter). A total of 590 cranes 
on the Bosque Refuge in mid-February was the larg- 
est concentration ever witnessed there (RF). Two 
Snowy Plovers stayed throughout the winter until 
Feb. 6, and then 1 until Mar. 7, in the Bill Williams 
Delta, Ariz., on Havasu Lake Refuge (GM). Seven 
Long-billed Curlews were noted at Willcox, Dec. 12 
(RWD), an unusual winter-time record; and 2 
were seen near Tucson, where rare, Mar. 31 (Whit- 
ney H. Eastman). Two Red-backed Sandpipers were 
in the Bill Williams Delta until Feb. 20 (GM). 
About 150 Ring-billed Gulls were seen over the Rio 
Grande near Las Cruces, N. Mex., Dec. 6 (R. C. 
Brummett). Seven Bonaparte’s Gulls were observed 
in the Topock Swamp, Havasu Lake Refuge, Dec. 
15 (GM). 

Pigeons and Doves, Owls, Swifts—An abundance 
of mast would appear responsible for winter records 
of the Band-tailed Pigeon in southeastern Arizona: 
a few all winter in the Graham Mts., the largest 
flock (about 15) seen in Nuttle Canyon, Jan. 14 
(Steve Gallizioli); while a flock of at least 20 was 
noted in the lower Santa Catalina Mts., Jan. 28 
(Paul Gleave). Inca Dove eggs were hatched at 
Tucson by Feb. 21 (ARP). About 5 Flammulated 
Owls were already present in the Santa Catalinas. 
Mar. 26 (Joe T. Marshall, Jr.. ARP). A Short-eared 
Owl was seen on the Colorado River Indian Reser- 
vation, Dec. 24 (GM); 1 was found dead in the 
road near Elgin, Ariz., Mar. 1 (RWD); and 1 was 
observed on the Robles Ranch in the Altar Valley, 
Ariz., Mar. 12 (JAM). A Saw-whet Owl was dis- 
covered at Flagstaff, Ariz., Jan. 15 (EP). A flock 
of at least 14 White-throated Swifts near Tucson, 
Dec. 8, was the only winter record for that area 
(ARP); a flock was present, at least occasionally, 
in the Bill Williams Delta, Nov. 28 to Dec. 26 
(GM); and 4 were seen near Topock, Ariz., Dec. 
28 (GM). 

Trogons and Woodpeckers. — A young male 
Coppery-tailed Trogon was found on the desert near 
Tucson, Jan. 17 (JTM, Ivan Peters, Charles R. 
Reynard, ef al.)! One (or 2) Yellow-shafted Flickers 
were seen at Canutillo, Tex., during December (El 
Paso Bird Club), and one was observed at Encanto 
Park, Phoenix, Ariz.. Feb. 6 (ASM, ef al.). A Gila 
Woodpecker was ranging up to the lower edge of 
the Ponderosa Pines in the Santa Catalina Mts., 
Feb. 7 (ARP). In the Tucson valley, the eastern form 
of the Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was more numerous 
than the western (ARP, e¢ al.). A (Red-breasted) 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker was found in the Bill 
Williams Delta, Jan. 23 (GM), and one was observed 
at Patagonia, Ariz., Feb. 2 (RWD, JAM, ARP). A 
Williamson's Sapsucker was present at Tumacacori 
Nat'l. Monument, Ariz., Feb. 19 to 28 (D. Bruce 
Jackson, ef al.). An Arizona Woodpecker was seen 
in Tucson to mid-December (JTM). and 1 was also 
seen near there, Mar. 7 (JAM, ARP). 

Flycatchers.—A Western Kingbird at Phoenix, Mar. 
20 (ASM, ef al.) was very early. A Cassin’s Kingbird 


was observed in Tucson, Dec. 22 (JTM). Three or 
4 Ash-throated Flycatchers were found near Tucson, 
Dec. 8 and 9 (ARP, RWD). Eastern Phoebe records 
noted in the Fall Migration report were supplemented 
by the following: 2 present on the Bosque Refuge 
until Feb. 6 (RF); 1 at Socorro, N. Mex., Dec. 20 
(RF); 1 at Patagonia, Feb. 2 (ARP); 1 near Tucson, 
Mar. 1 to 10 (Virginia M. Morton); and another 
near Tucson, Mar. 2 (ARP). Three Wright's Fly- 
catchers were found near Tucson, Dec. 8 (ARP). 
A male Vermilion Flycatcher appeared at Prescott, 
Ariz., Mar. 22 (Heidi McLernon). The Beardless 
Flycatcher was found wintering in 3 localities near 
Tucson (ARP, ef al.). 

Swallows through Am. Dipper—A Rough-winged 
Swallow in the Bill Williams Delta, Jan. 23, was 
very early (GM). Jays were utterly unreported from 
all lowland localities. A Brown Creeper was present 
in the Bill Williams Delta until Feb. 6 (GM); at 
least 9 were recorded near Tucson during the period 
(RWD, ARP); and 1 was seen at Granite Dells, 
near Prescott, Mar. 10 (HM, Una Miller). An Am. 
Dipper was discovered at Frye Reservoir on the 
north side of the Graham Mts., Jan. 7 (SG). 

Mockinghirds through Vireos—A Mockingbird 
was present in Albuquerque, N. Mex., during Decem- 
ber (F. Freeman). A Brown Thrasher remained at 
Prescott from Nov. 2 until the end of the period 
(HM); and one was seen at Canutillo and another 
at Anthony, N. Mex., Jan. 3 (Mary Belle Keefer). A 
Curve-billed Thrasher was noted in Black Meadow 
Wash, Calif., on the lower end of Havasu L., 
Dec. 26 (GM). Am. Robins were scarcer than usual 
in the Arizona lowlands, but apparently in usual 
numbers in the Rio Grande valley. About 14 Eastern 
Bluebirds were present at Canutillo in late December 
and early January (Lena McBee). Both Western 
and Mountain Bluebirds were generally scarcer than 
usual, and entirely failed to make an appearance in 
most Arizona lowland localities. A pair of Golden- 
crowned Kinglets was observed near Tucson, Dec. 7; 
and a female was seen near there, Mar. 7 (ARP). 
A Phainopepla was found at the Berenda Creek cross- 
ing State Route 27 in Sierra County, N. Mex., Jan. 
4 (RF, Thomas L. Davis). Common Starlings were 
again present throughout the Region, being especially 
common in the southern Nevada area (Las Vegas, 
Henderson, Boulder City) (Nora Poyser), and in 
the lower Rio Grande valley, where as many as 2000 
could be found near El Paso, Tex. (EPBC). A 
Hutton’s Vireo was seen in Tucson, Dec. 24 (JTM), 
and Jan. 23 (ARP). One (or 27) (Plumbeous) 
Solitary Vireos were noted in Tucson, Jan. 6 to 7 
(ARP). 

Wood Warblers—An Orange-crowned Warbler 
was present in Tucson in November and December 
(JTM), where 3 were seen, Jan. 6 (ARP). A male 
Yellow Warbler was taken at Parker, Dec. 24 (GM). 
Myrtle Warblers were noted at Topock, Ariz., Dec. 
28, Jan. 27, and Mar. 11 (GM). Three or 4 Black- 
throated Gray Warblers were observed near Tucson, 
Dec. 9, and there were 2 in other parts of the Tucson 
valley, Jan. 4 and later (ARP, ef al.). A Prairie 
Warbler near Tucson, Dec. 7 (Tucson Bird Club) 
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and 8 (ARP), was the first record for the State. Two 
Black-capped Warblers were seen near Tucson, Mar. 
12 (Worth S. Randle, D. Werner). A Painted Red- 
start was found in the Santa Rita Mts., Ariz., Feb. 
15 (Gates). 

Orioles and Tanagers——A Bullock’s Oriole was re- 
corded at Parker, Dec. 24 (GM), and one was seen 
near Tucson, Mar. 7 (ARP). A Summer Tanager 
remained in Tucson to Dec. 17 (JTM). 

Finches and Sparrows—A male Cardinal was 
present at a feeding station in Prescott from Feb. 
2 to Mar. 23 (HM). A Lazuli Bunting was seen 
near Tucson, Mar. 10 (VMM). Pine Siskins and 
goldfinches were scarce throughout lowland Arizona, 
but present in usual numbers in the Rio Grande valley. 
Two Leconte’s Sparrows seen at Bitter Lake Refuge, 
Dec. 23 (RF), and a specimen obtained near Roswell, 
Jan. 28 (Vester Montgomery, James H. Sikes), con- 
stitute the first records of the species for New 
Mexico as well as for the Southwest Region. A White- 
throated Sparrow was seen at Tucson several days 
in November (JIM, Grace Sowls); 5 were seen at 
Canutillo after mid-December (EPBC); 1 was 
present at Sabine Canyon in the Santa Catalina Mts., 
Jan. 4 (APR); 1 was observed at a point near 
Tucson, Jan. 17 (Laverne Argabright), and 2 there, 
Jan. 26 (ARP); and 1 was noted near Las Cruces, 
Feb. 27 (RCB). Probably 20 or more White-crowned 
Sparrows (oriantha) wintered in the Tucson valley 
(ARP). Swamp Sparrows were numerous at Albuquer- 
que in November, noted there until Dec. 17 (Karl 
Haller); at least 2 were seen near Tucson, Jan. 4 
(TBC) and 17 (ARP, RWD).—GALE MONSON, 
Havasu Lake Nat'l. Wildlife Refuge, Parker, Ariz. 


NORTH PACIFIC COAST REGION.—December 
continued the previous pattern of extremely low 
precipitation and above normal temperatures. January 
broke records for warmth, 
but the trend toward de- 
ficiency in rainfall in 1952 
was broken by more rain 
%,| than for the previous 12 
‘| months. February was mild 
and generally dry. In the 
second half, clear skies per- 
mitted more night-time cool- 
ing, and the average tem- 
perature of 42° was below 
normal. March, on the other 
hand, was decidedly chilly, 
with some frost and wind. 
The lowlands were generally 
free of snow throughout the 
period. Most observers felt the open winter kept 
birds scattered in the hinterland, with no need to 
seek milder temperatures nearer salt water. Theed 
Pearse thought the mild winter kept birds on the 
mainland of British Columbia, which normally cross to 
the relative mildness of the east coast of Vancouver 
Is. Richard E. Phillips and H. C. Black, stationed 
on Eliza Island, off the southern end of Lummi 
Is., Wash., have been added to the observers. Eliza 


230 











Olympic Sz “3 Y 
fae 


45°. 

















Is., supporting a game management project, is 
about 120 acres, half salt marsh and half rocky 
upland with trees and brush. While we have lost 
Tom McAllister in Portland, Oreg., due to a change 
of employment, Allen B. Lintecum of Longview, 
Wash., across the Columbia River from Portland, 
will try to cover that area. 

Loons, Grebes, Cormorants—At Comox, B. C, 
all loons were scarce; the Red-throated was recorded 
only twice. Red-necked and Western Grebes were 
scarce, although the Eared was in fair numbers (TP). 
One or 2 Red-necked Grebes wintered around Eliza 
Is.; 60 Horned Grebes, Dec. 1, reached a peak 
of 105, Dec. 15, and dwindled to 2 by Mar. 23. 
From 900 to 1600 Western Grebes were around the 
Island all winter; and 2 Pied-billed (rare on salt 
water) during December to Jan. 6. Horned and 
Western Grebes were scarce at Blaine (Lucile H. 
Kline). The Western seemed quite common. at 
Seattle, Jan. 11 to Mar. 24 (Mr. and Mrs. R. M. 
Boggs). All cormorants were normal at Comox. A 
count of 480 of all 3 species at Eliza Is., Feb. 23, 
was average for the winter. 

Swans, Geese, Ducks.— Trumpeter Swans (16) 
were on Upper Campbell Lake, eastern Vancouver 
Is. (Eslin fide Pearse). Canada Geese (50) were 
around a lake near Longview all winter. Black 
Brant wintered in the area of Seattle and lower Puget 
Sound; usually they do not appear until the first 
part of March (Violet C. Cannon). A few (41) 
wintered at Blaine; 4002+ were seen, Mar. 16. Only 
a few were at Eliza Is. until March, then 20-30 
regularly. The usual thousands of Snow Geese win- 
tered on the Skagit River flats, with a few Canada 
Geese. After the hunting season, most ducks left 
Seattle. South of the city they were found in larger 
flocks, especially Pintails (VEC). An_ estimated 
10,000 Pintails at Blaine, Dec. 16, had dwindled to 
10 by Mar. 31. Mrs. Kline found more Buffle-heads 
wintering at Blaine than in the past 15 years (1000+ 
on Dec. 16). At Comox, Mallards and Am. Widgeon 
wintered in fair numbers; but both scaups were not 
up to their usual numbers until the end of the 
period. Am. Golden-eyes were above average, 
especially old males; and 14 Barrow’s were noted, 
Jan. 4 (Laing, fide Pearse). White-winged and Surf 
Scoters were present in large numbers early in Decem- 
ber, but decreased later. Am. Scoters wintered; also 
immature Surf Scoters, which is not usual. 

Eagles and Hawks.—Bald Eagles, never common, 
were seen more frequently in the Puget Sound area. 
One was at Blaine, Mar. 3 and 16. Two adults and 
4 immatures wintered at Eliza Is. At Comox, the 
usual pair was back at the aerie in February, accom- 
panied by last year’s offspring. A Marsh Hawk, Jan. 
10, was most unusual (TP) ; and Mar. 2 was a record 
early date for 2 Ospreys (Fryer). 

Shorebirds, Gulls and Alcids. — Shorebirds were 
reported scarce in the Seattle area. A few Red-backed 
and Western Sandpipers stayed in wet pastures south 
of Seattle (VEC); and Sanderlings were seen regu- 
larly at Alki Pt., Seattle, Jan. 11 to Mar. 24 (RMB). 
Wilson’s Snipe were few until the end of the period. 
Red-backed Sandpipers were uncountable at Blaine, 


Mar. 16 (in excess of 10,000). They were in the 
vicinity of Eliza Is. (est. 5000) all winter; also a 
flock of Black Turnstones (100+), among which 
were 2 Rock Sandpipers, seen at 100 ft. with 20X 
Balscope, Sr. At Comox, sandpipers and Killdeers 
were scarce all winter; and Black Turnstones were 
rarely seen in their usual places. March 10 was a 
record early date for Greater Yellow-legs (TP). 
There were more than the usual numbers of Short- 
billed Gulls at Seattle. Besides the usual thousands 
of Glaucous-winged, other gulls were scattered 
(VEC). Glaucous-winged Gulls were about normal 
at Comox. Several thousand Short-billed Gulls were 
feeding on herring spawn at Bowser, on the east coast 
of Vancouver Is., Mar. 5 (TP). Many common 
Murres were in local waters of Puget Sound at the 
first of the period. Some stayed through the winter. 
They decreased from 150+ at Eliza Is. to 1 in late 
March. Over 1000 passed Campbell River, east coast 
of Vancouver Is., Dec. 10, in less than an hour 
(TP). Rhinoceros Auklets were in the Seattle vicinity 
the first part of January; a few other alcids were at 
scattered places (VEC, RMB). The numbers of 
Pigeon Guillemots at Eliza Is. held steady all winter; 
10 to 20 Marbled Murrelets wintered. Pigeon Guille- 
mots at Comox, Jan. 20, were unusual in winter. 

Pigeons, Owls——A band of 50+ Band-tailed 
Pigeons wintered around Bellevue (W. H. Ransom). 
Short-eared Owls were noted at Bellevue, in the area 
north of Seattle and at Stanwood, Skagit Co. (VEC). 
A Burrowing Owl was reported at Comox (Laing 
fide Pearse). A Hawk Owl at Blaine, Jan. 30, was 
a first record for Mrs. Kline. 

Jays, Ravens and Crows.—Six or more Steller’s 
Jays were around Comox in mid-March, but the rest 
of the time were not much in evidence. Common 
Ravens seem to have decreased. Am. Crows, usually 
in large flocks at Comox, were very scarce from the 
end of December to mid-March. Possibly those seen 
at the end of the period were migrants which had 
stayed on the mainland during winter. Crows roost 
on Vendovi Is., Skagit Co., coming from the Lummi 
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Indian Reservation. A count of 237 on Mar. 20 was 
about average. 

Chickadee Wrens. — Chickadees have 
picked up in numbers at Comox; the Winter Wren 
was generally rare, except in one place, where it was 
The uncommon Mountain Chickadee 
was noted at’ Bellevue, Mar. 10 (Walter Hagenstein). 
Bushtits were doing well at Victoria; 80 to 100 were 
seen, Nov. 14 (A. R. Davidson). On Eliza Is., a 
habitat of 60 to 65 acres had a flock of 25 to 30 
Bushtits (not previously recorded); and 55 to 60 
Winter Wrens. Bushtits were feeding young at 
Seattle, Mar. 9 (Mrs. K. B. Comstock). Brown 
Creepers seemed to be increasing in the southern 
Puget Sound area (VEC). The first at Blaine was 
seen, Feb. 18, where they seemed to be scarce. 

Thrushes, Kinglets—Over 100 Am. Robins win- 
tered at Blaine; the first spring movement was in 
mid-February. Varied Thrushes were noted in yards 
and at feeding stations all around Seattle, Dec. 4 
to the end of the period, but not in any concentration. 
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Hermit Thrushes were seen in several widely-scattered 
places. They have seemed to be less common the past 
2 winters (VEC, RMB). There was no concentration 
of Varied Thrushes at Blaine. A flock of 6 Western 
Bluebirds on Mercer Is., east of Seattle, Dec. 30, 
appears each year at this time (Mrs. W. B. Rathbun). 
Larger numbers of Western Bluebirds were working 
along beaches of Back Chatham Is., B. C., Feb. 26 
(C. J. Guiguet). Golden-crowned Kinglets were seen 
only occasionally at Comox, but are on the increase. 
There were some Ruby-crowns in January. 

Pipits through Starlings—Water Pipits were in 
the Seattle area by the hundreds (VEC). A Bohemian 
Waxwing was reported at Comox by Eslin. Two 
Gray Shrikes were at Blaine, Mar. 27; and one at 
Comox (no date). One immature bird was in S. 
Seattle, Jan. 28 (RMB). A flock of 46 Common 
Starlings, reported at Courtenay, Vancouver Is., by 
Fryer, is a big increase over Pearse’s count 2 years 
ago. A flock of 35 was noted on Eliza Is. in the first 
2 weeks of January. 

Warblers, Blackbirds —Wintering warblers appar- 
ently left the Seattle area the middle of January, 
except for a very few Audubon’s and Townsend's. 
Western Meadowlarks, once wintering at Comox, are 
seldom seen now. At Blaine, 33 wintered, while 51 
on Nov. 25, was the largest number noted by Mrs. 
Kline in 3 years. Red-winged Blackbirds are becom- 
ing regular winterers in small numbers at Comox. 
Brewer's Blackbird flocks seemed to be greatly re- 
duced; the largest was about 500. At Blaine there 
were 350+ on Feb. 12, most of them wintering. On 
Eliza Is., the roosting flock dwindled from 500 
early in December to 50 by Feb. 5. 

Finches.—The first Evening Grosbeaks (22) were 
at Longview, Feb. 18; 50 were seen, Feb. 20. They 
were around Bellevue and the south part of Seattle 
almost constantly during the period, with 200+ 
in one flock (WH, VEC). No Purple Finches, Pine 
Siskins, nor Red Crossbills were seen at Comox, 
although 5 Pine Grosbeaks (scarce winter residents) 
were reported, Nov. 7. Pine Grosbeaks were on 
Eliza Is., Dec. 24 to Jan. 27. Pine Siskins were 
plentiful at Blaine and in the Seattle area, with flocks 
of 100 or more. An irregular Common Redpoll was 
on Sinclair Is., Skagit Co., Feb. 5 (HCB & REP). 

Sparrows.—A few Savannah Sparrows were re- 
ported in the Blaine-Bellingham Bay area as early as 
Feb. 5. The Am. Tree Sparrow at Bellevue was seen 
again, Feb. 1 and Mar. 1 (WH). An immature 
Chipping Sparrow was feeding with juncos in a yard 
in S. W. Seattle, from Feb. 4 to the end of the 
period (RMB). A number of White-crowned and 
Golden-crowned Sparrows stayed in favored places 
throughout the Region. A Lincoln’s Sparrow wintered 
on Eliza Is., and 2 Snow Buntings made a brief 
appearance at Blaine, Feb. 23.—MArTHA R. FLAHAUT, 
Washington State Museum, Seattle. 


MIDDLE PACIFIC COAST REGION.—The heavy 
rainfall of December and January over much of 
the Region was followed by almost 2 months with 
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Grebe: -A Pied-billed Grebe was 
a rare winter visitor in Yosemite Valley, Dec. 17 
through 26 (Walter J. Fitzpatrick). Western Grebes 
were not found in large numbers except for a concen- 
tration of about 1000 seen by Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. 
Anderson off Moss Landing, Mar. 2. A. Laurence 
Curl considered birds rather scarce on a boat trip 
several miles off-shore at Monterey, where he saw 5 
Black-footed Albatrosses, 1 Pink-footed Shearwater 
and 20 Sooty Mar. 31. Thirty-four 
White Pelicans were seen at Moss Landing, Jan. 3 
(CAA) and there were 23 over Albany, Feb. 20 
(ALC). Ken Legg reported a Man-o’-war-bird at 
Point Lobos, Jan. 12, also seen by Laidlaw O. Wil- 
liams. This is apparently the only record of this bird 
as far north in many years. Wintering Green Herons 
were seen: 1 in Golden Gate Park, San Francisco, 
Dec. 6 through Dec. 21 (Joel T. Hedgpeth); 1 at 
Conn Lake, Napa Co., Dec. 14 (ALC) and 1 near 
Walnut Grove, Jan. 21 (R. H. Pray). 

Waterfoul—tIn the central valleys, reduced rain- 
fall was responsible for confining standing water pri- 
marily to river by-pass areas which probably accounts 
for fewer waterfow! reports. Barbara Miller saw 1200 
Whistling Swans near Nicolaus, Sutter Co., Jan. 17. 
Curl counted about 300 Black Brant at Bodega Bay, 
Feb. 23. During February, Edwin R. Pickett found 
especially large concentrations of White-fronted Geese 
in the vicinity of Sacramento, and the same observer 
with W. K. Kirsher estimated that there were 20,000 
Am. Widgeon in the Sacramento port district, Feb. 13. 
Hedgpeth reported Wood Ducks in Golden Gate Park, 
San Francisco, through Mar. 15, with 2 pairs on 
Dec. 21. North of Orinda, Curl counted 3 on San 
Pablo Reservoir, Dec. 7 and 4 near Bear Creek Rd., 
Dec. 26. There were 50 Am. Golden-eyes 20 miles east 
of Sacramento, Feb. 1 (Mr. and Mrs. A. J. Argante) 
and Howard L. Cogswell paced 3 of them at 40 miles 
per hour when they flew parallel to his car, Dec. 2, 
near Oakland. Hooded Mergansers were present rather 
generally on small, tree-surrounded reservoirs in the 
vicinity of San Francisco Bay during December and 
January with the largest number, 5 males and 9 fe- 
males on Cascade Lake, Orinda, Dec. 6 (Peter Vietch). 

Vultures, Hawks, Eagles—A few Turkey Vultures 


through Herons. 


Shearwaters, 
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were present through the winter, with more seen to- 
ward the coast than in the interior valleys. At Crystal 
Springs Reservoir, San Mateo Co., 2 
Nov. 27 and 6 on Dec. 2 (HLC). Mrs. R. Coy at 
Westport saw 1 on 3 days in December and January 
and regularly after the start of the lambing season 
in mid-February. On Jan. 21 there were 2 west of 
Lodi (RHP). The beginning of spring migration was 
indicated by 13 in the air near San Leandro Reservoir 
on Mar. 14 (HLC). Forty-two White-tailed Kites 
were reported in the area from Monterey through San 
Francisco to Sacramento and Stockton with 13 seen 
at one place north of Stockton on Dec. 24 (Herbert 
Wong). On Mar. 15 Trevenon Taylor saw 5 with 
1 pair nest-building near Davis. Buteos were reported 
about as in other years but eagles were seen more 
often. Beginning with 2 or 3 at Conn Lake, Napa 
Co., Dec. 14 (ALC), Golden Eagles were seen: 5 near 
El Portal, Dec. 27 (WJF); 1 at Lake Tahoe, Jan. 11 
(Argante); 1 first seen near Clovis, Jan. 16 with 2 
on Feb. 5 and last seen Feb. 25 (Mrs. Marjory 
Vance) ; 1 near Moraga, Feb. 15 (ALC); 1 adult, Feb. 
16 and 1 immature, Feb. 17, near Salinas (CAA); 2 
daily in Yosemite Valley during March and 1 feeding 
on the ground near Gustine late in the month (WJF). 
During December there were 2 or 3 Bald Eagles near 
El Portal with the last seen on Mar. 17 (WJF). 
On Jan. 11 Argante saw 1 in Tahoe Valley and on 
Feb. 14 Fanny Zwaal and Emily Smith saw 1 at 
Crystal Springs Reservoir. Ospreys were not reported 
in the Region until Mar. 29 when Fitzpatrick found 
1 over Mt. Tamalpais; on Mar. 30 Curl found 1 
near Pacific Grove. Sparrow Hawks were feeding 
nestlings near O'Neals, Mar. 28 (Henry E. Childs, 
pa 

Cranes, Rails, Gallinules.—Barbara O'Neill and ERP 
found 600 Sandhill Cranes near Thornton, San Joa- 
quin Co., Jan. 11. There was a Clapper Rail on Bay- 
farm Island, March 24 (Junea W. Kelly); a Sora Rail 
east of Milpitas, Feb. 26 and a Virginia Rail there, 
Feb. 24 (A. J. Wool). Florida Gallinules were present 
in the lower Sacramento Valley in numbers even 
greater than last year. Pickett and others reported them 
in many places during December, January and Feb- 
ruary in concentrations up to 50 in 150 yards seen on 
Dec. 14 near Hood (ERP). 

Shorebirds.—Wintering Black-bellied Plover were 
seen: at Bayfarm Island, 200 on Jan. 4 (ALC); 10 
miles north of Sacramento, 50 on Feb. 14; and 10 
miles southwest of Sacramento, 50 on Feb. 16 (WKK, 
et al.). Snowy Plover were present at the mouth of 
the Carmel River all winter with the highest count, 
36 on Jan. 18 (FCM). Mountain Plover were seen 
at three places in the Central Valleys. North of 
Stockton there were 65, Dec. 24 (HW); 15 miles 
east of Sacramento, 20 on Feb. 8; and 10 miles north 
of Sacramento, 15 on Feb. 14 (WKK, ERP). Curl 
counted approximately 50 Greater Yellow-legs along 
Sears Pt. Rd., Solano Co. on Feb. 23. On Jan. 4 
the same observer found 8 Ruddy Turnstones on Bay- 
farm Island where Mrs. Kelly saw 6 on Mar. 25. 
Dowitchers appear to have been more numerous in 
the Sacramento area (ERP), where Kirsher saw 350 
on Dec. 27. The inshore occurrence of Red Phalaropes 
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noted in the Fall Season continued into December with 
18 seen at Pt. Lobos between Dec. 1 and 23 (KL) and 
20+ at near-by Carmel River, Dec. 7 (FCM). 

Gulls, Guillemots—All through February and 
March the Andersons found “thousands” of Short- 
billed Gulls at Moss Landing and the same observers 
saw a Black-legged Kittiwake at Pacific Grove on 
Feb. 26. The first Pigeon Guillemots were noted at 
the Pt. Lobos nesting grounds on Mar. 16 (KL). 

Pigeons, Roadrunners, Owls.—Band-tailed Pigeons 
have been observed in the San Francisco Bay area in 
about the same numbers as last winter when Mrs. 
H. K. Trousdale watched about 2000 roosting to- 
gether in the Oakland Hills four days in February. 
This year David L. Samuels saw about 2000 in 5 or 
6 flocks near Woodside, Jan. 11. Childs found them 
more abundant near O’Neals this winter. A Road- 
runner appeared near the ocean at Pt. Lobos, Mar. 1 
(KL), and they were absent from the Experimental 
Range near O’Neals this winter (HEC). A Long- 
eared Ow! hunted from the same perch in Courtland 
between Dec. 27 and Feb. 25 (Barbara O'Neill) and 
a Short-eared Ow! wandered to the Berkeley waterfront 
on Jan. 24 (ALC). 

Swifts, Hummingbirds —White-throated Swifts were 
observed in coastal regions every month during the 
winter. At Pt. Lobos there were 3 on Dec. 4, 5 on 
Feb. 25 and 6, Mar. 6 (KL). They were seen near 
Los Gatos, Jan. 21 (Emily Smith) and there were 6 at 
Ft. Ord on Feb. 13 (CAA). On Mar. 7 the first was 
seen in Yosemite Valley (WJF). With no killing 
frost and with flowers all winter Mrs. R. Coy had both 
male and female Anna’s Hummingbirds at Westport, 
Dec. 9 through Jan. 2. The earliest Rufous Humming- 
bird was sighted at Pacific Grove on Feb. 2 by Dr. K. 
Gompertz and Blanch Sawyer; 1 was at Cupertino, 
Feb. 10 (Lucia DeWolf); 1 at Oakland, Feb. 25 
(HLC); 1 at Westport, Mar. 15 (RC) and 1 near 
O'Neals, Mar. 25 (HEC). Emily Smith found more 
than usual near Los Gatos the last 2 weeks in March. 
An Allen's Hummingbird was first seen at Soquel on 
Jan. 15, 12 days earlier than last year (Robert J. 
Richardson) and there were numerous reports from 
the central coast starting on Jan. 25. On Mar. 26 1 
was seen at the Experimental Range near O’Neals 
where it has not been previously recorded (HEC). 

Swallows, Nutcrackers, Chickadees—There were 
about 24 Violet-green Swallows at Moss Landing on 
Jan. 19 and 15 on Feb. 12 (CAA). Dorothy Wool 
saw them east of Milpitas, Feb. 23. An early migration 
of Tree Swallows seems to be indicated by the sight- 
ing of “many hundreds” 10 miles north of Sacramento 
on Feb. 14 (ERP). Cogswell saw 3 in East Oakland, 
Feb. 21 and Mrs. Coy did not see the first of the 
season until Mar. 30 at Westport. Pickett counted 
about 125 Rough-winged Swallows near Collinsville 
on Feb. 1 and 3 pairs were working on nesting holes 
near Sacramento on Mar. 21 (WKK, ERP). Barn 
Swallows were first seen at Sacramento, Mar. 21 
(ERP); at Moraga, Mar. 24 (HLC); Soquel (RJR) 
and Oakland (Donald Brock), Mar. 26. The first 
Purple Martins of the season were seen in Sacramento, 
March 10 by Fred G. Evenden, Jr., 13 days earlier 
than last year (ERP). The Clark’s Nutcracker at 


Carmel during the fall season returned intermittently 
and was present daily in March to the 16th (John S. 
Stanton). Chestnut-backed Chickadees, which have be- 
come established east of the Oakland hills during the 
past ten years and are seen with increasing frequency 
on the west slopes, have been nest-building in the 
Montclair district of Oakland since Mar. 24 (HKT). 
Thrushes through Starlings.—The seasonal distribu- 
tion of Am. Robins appears to have been affected by 
the mild winter. Pickett found them scarce at Sacra- 
mento until late January, and Wallace G. MacGregor 
saw “tens of thousands’’ below the snow line above 
Sonora on Jan. 15 and 16. At the Experimental Range 
near O’Neals they arrived 2 months earlier and were 
more abundant than last year (HEC). Charles Sibley 
noted a sudden increase in an area near Los Gatos 
after Jan. 1 and at Westport Mrs. Coy counted 8, 
Dec. 7, with an increase to 200 on Jan. 20, and a de- 
crease to 10 by Mar. 31. Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were 
seen 3 times in December and once in February at Pt. 
Lobos (KL) and twice at Carmel in February (FCM). 
Golden-crowned Kinglets were observed singly and in 
small flocks all winter from Carmel to San Francisco, 
with greatest frequency in January; they appear to 
have been more numerous than in recent years. 
Bohemian Waxwings were seen in Sacramento, Jan. 
26 (AJA and Ruby Hutchinson) and Jan. 31 (FGE). 
The Picketts found a Phainopepla near Shingle 
Springs on Jan. 4 and McBride saw 3 near Grass 
Valley, Mar. 10. Near Clovis Mrs.- Vance had 9 on 
Jan. 25, 12 on Jan. 27 and the last were seen, Feb. 
6. Evenden saw Common Starlings near Pennington 
on Dec. 13 and north of Ione, Dec. 18 and Mar. 15. 
Vireos, Warblers—The earliest Solitary Vireo was 
heard near Saratoga, March 6 (ES) and a Warbling 
Vireo was at Carmel daily, Mar. 1 to 23 (Mr. & 
Mrs. E. Dunlap). John Ripley Forbes and WKK 
watched a Black and White Warbler on Garden 
Highway 5 miles north of Sacramento on Jan. 11. All 
points of identification were carefully checked in the 
field during the observation. Hedgpeth had a Macgil- 
livray’s Warbler in his San Francisco garden on Jan. 2 
and again, Jan. 24. The earliest Black-capped Warblers 
were seen at Carmel, Mar. 15 (FCM) and at Oak- 
land (a pair) on Mar. 25 (Mrs. A. G. Zimmermann). 
Orioles, Blackbirds, Tanagers—More than a month 
earlier than last year Brock saw a male Hooded Oriole 
in Oakland on Jan. 21. On the same day a male 
Hooded Oriole appeared in Berkeley where Mrs. 
Philip Breck has watched a pair for several years. 
The male was seen alone until Apr. 9, when a female 
arrived. After having been seen several times a 
Bullock's Oriole came to a feeding station in Court- 
land and was identified by Barbara O'Neill and ERP 
on Dec. 25. On the same day Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Wells had 1 at their feeding station in Carmel where 1 
was reported in The Sanderling by other observers ir- 
regularly to Jan. 16. An unusual winter record was an 
immature male Red-winged Blackbird at Government 
Center in Yosemite Valley, Dec. 4 to 27 and 6 
Brewer's Blackbirds that arrived there, Dec. 4, with 
5 staying to Jan. 19 (WJF). Another unusual winter 
record was a Western Tanager in female or imma- 
ture plumage that came to a feeding station near San 


233 








Jose during February (Grace Brubaker). An unpub- 
lished record of a similar bird was one watched by 
Mrs. Luther Dunlap, et al., 71% miles east of Dan- 
ville, Feb. 13, 1952. 

Finches and Sparrows.—The banded Black-headed 
Grosbeak that has wintered in Berkeley the past 2 
years was there again this year through Mar. 12 
(Mrs. J. A. Berry). Spring migrants were first seen 
at Carmel on Mar. 10 (JSS) and at Berkeley, Mar. 20 
(Allan Johnson). Seven or 8 Evening Grosbeaks were 
watched at Lafayette for 12 days prior to Jan. 20 
(Harry Adamson). Mrs. Breck had a maximum of 9 
at her Berkeley feeding station, Mar. 26 through Apr. 
4. Forbes saw them east of Sacramento, Feb. 11 and 
Fitzpatrick found them at Chinquapin, 6200 ft., Feb. 
26. There were 3 Slate-colored Juncos in Berkeley; 1, 
Jan. 14 to Feb. 14 (Mrs. PB) and 2 (banded, one a 
return) last seen, Mar. 9 (JAB, RHP). Near San 
Jose an immature Harris’s Sparrow came to a feeding 
station, Mar. 17 to 25, and then again on Apr. 4, 
showing plumage changes during that time (GB). A 
White-throated Sparrow was banded in Larkspur, Dec. 
2 by Mrs. Otis H. Smith and 1 was seen all winter in 
Oakland through Mar. 31 (HKT).—RusseELt H. 
PRAY, 662 Santa Rosa Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC COAST REGION. — In 
November, hopes were high for another wet winter; 
but as the season progressed it became increasingly 
evident that un- 
less above aver- 
age rain fell in 
late winter and 
early spring, the 
gains made last 
winter in restor- 
ing water - table 
levels would be 
lost. Rainfall in 
December was 
well above 
normal but the 
rains which nor- 
mally come in 
January, Febru- 
ary, and March for the most part did not materialize. 
These months were mild and dry, with temperatures 
above normal. As a result, the snowpack in the 
Sierra Nevada, San Gabriel, San Bernardino, and 
San Jacinto Mountains began to melt prematurely. 
The snow line receded to about 6000 feet in the 
southern mountains to 7000 feet in the Sierras. Many 
of the streams originating in these mountains were 
at mid-summer level by the end of March. Because of 
the mild winter, many of the winter visitants were 
delayed in reaching the southland and the lowlands 
in general; in fact many never arrived. Some, such as 
the Am. Robins, Cedar Waxwings, and juncos, had 
a very spotty flight. Some lowland lakes, particularly 
Lakes Henshaw, Buena Vista, and Palmdale Reservoir 
which depend for their water upon melted snow, re- 
ceded and the marsh growth along their shores began 
to die. A great deal of the water stored in these 
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shallow basins is used for irrigation and so needs to 
be replenished, especially in late winter. The evapora- 
tion rate on these lakes is also very high. The winter 
season closed with a week of above-normal tempera- 
tures which accelerated the melting of remaining 
snowpacks. 

Loons through Ibis.—There was a good flight of 
loons and grebes. Many Western Grebes departed 
from the ocean early and made for the inland lakes 
to the north and northeast. About 2600 arrived at 
Buena Vista Lake in early March (Ed.). A single 
Red-necked Grebe was at Huntington Beach, Feb. 2 
(Mrs. Russell Wilson). An airplane survey of the 
Salton Sea in mid-March showed the usual winter- 
ing population of Eared Grebes to be about 250,000 
birds (Ed. J. O'Neill). Shearwaters were still scarce 
and only 2 were seen on a boat trip to Anacapa Island 
on Mar. 15 (Herbert Clarke). Fulmars were abso- 
lutely void for the last two winters. White Pelicans 
continue to be shot indiscriminately during the duck 
season. The main winter population in our area was 
as follows: Salton Sea, about 200 (EJO’N); Morro 
Bay, 150 (Ed.); Lakes Elsinore, Henshaw, and 
Mathews, 350 (Ed.); Buena Vista Lake, 2345 (Ed., 
Rolf E. Mall). Green Herons wintered locally with 
as many as 7 at Hansen Dam, Dec. 7 (Mrs. REW), 
and a single bird at Salton Sea National Wildlife 
Refuge (where they are scarce in winter—EJO’N). 
Thirty-five hundred Glossy Ibis wintered at the south 
end of the Salton Sea (EJO'N) and a few individuals 
straggled northward to Playa del Rey (1 on Jan. 
5, Bess M. Hoffman), and Corona (1, Norman H. 
Mellor). 

Waterfowl —Twenty-five Whistling Swans were at 
Morro Bay, Feb. 22 (Ralph M. Colcord). The water- 
fowl picture from the Region was generally favorable. 
Many observers reported flocks of geese and good 
numbers of all ducks except Am. Merganser. Large 
increases over last year were seen in Ruddy Ducks, 
Lesser Scaup, and particularly Shoveller. The Salton 
Sea waterfowl picture as reported by Refuge Manager 
O'Neill was as follows: Canada Geese (large race) 
showed a slight increase over last year as numbers 
reached 2300; (Cackling) Canada Geese (4), rare 
in the Imperial Valley, were at SSNWR until late 
January; 250 White-fronts was low; Snow Geese 
25% increase over last winter as they 
numbered better than 10,000; the rare Ross’s Goose 
(2), again wintered; Am. Widgeon, 75,000 (as 
compared to last winter's 25,000); Pintail, 7500; 
Shoveller, 10,000 (large increase over last year); 
Canvas-back, 800; Redhead, 90; Buffle-head, 250; 
Ruddy Duck, 17,600 (double last year’s count!); 
Lesser Scaup, 29,600 (marked increase). The peak 
waterfowl population of 150,800 ducks and 13,000 
geese was reached in early January and this repre- 
sented about three times as many ducks and 3000 
more geese than last winter. However this increase 
may indicate an increased use factor rather than 
a general upward trend in waterfowl. The increase in 
some species was reflected in reports from other 
parts of the Region. Flocks of large Canada Geese 
were widely reported from Buena Vista Lake, 450 
in January (Ed.) ; Nuevo, 200 in early March (Doris 
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K. Bullion) ; Pomona, 300 on Jan. 7; Railroad Canyon 
Reservoir, 400 from November through December 
(NHM) ; and San Jacinto Reservoir, 404. Black Brant 
were well represented by 10,000 birds at Morro Bay, 
Feb. 22 (Ralph M. Colcord), 4000 at Mission Bay, 
and scattered smaller flocks at Point Mugu (150— 
NHM), Playa del Rey (Dorothy and Harold Baxter), 
and an individual even reached the Salton Sea 
(EJO'N). Outside of the Imperial Valley the water- 
fowl situation was similar. It can be summarized as 
follows: Cinnamon Teal, numerous with 350 at 
Buena Vista Lake (Ed.); Green-winged Teal, 
normal; Pintail showed a slight increase with 3000 
at Venice, 3000 at Lake Hodges, 4500 at Maxton 
Brown Sanctuary, and 45,000 at Buena Vista Lake 
(Ed.). Am. Widgeon were slightly down but Shovel- 
ler showed the most marked increase of all ducks. 
Five thousand were at Lake Hodges and Lt. Maxton 
Brown Sanctuary in December, and at Buena Vista 
Lake their numbers increased to 3500 by January. 
The only Wood Ducks reported were from Lincoln 
Park (1, Wyatt A. Kent) and Westlake Park (HC) 
in Los Angeles. Canvas-backs, Ring-necks, and 
Redheads were normal and Lesser Scaup showed an 
increase. Some 50,000 ducks of mixed dabbling 
species were attracted to the shooting clubs of coastal 
Ventura County, while 21,000 more settled at the 
clubs in Orange and San Diego Counties. Am. Golden- 
eye were reported from Corona del Mar, Dec. 14 
(HB), Corona (1, NMH), and the Salton Sea (10, 
EJO'N). Buffle-heads were numerous and scoters ar- 
rived in good numbers with White-wings widely 
scattered in with the Surfs. Fifteen thousand Surf 
Scoters wintered near San Diego and close to 120,000 
frequented the surf between there and Malibu. A 
single White-winged Scoter reached the Salton Sea, 
Feb. 27 (EJO'N). 

Birds of Prey.—To date all attempts to trap a pair 
of adult California Condors have failed but the effort 
is continuing. A group of 16 Condors was attracted 
by carrion to a ranch at the mouth of the Kern River 
near Rancheria on Feb. 22 (fide Mrs. Will Williams). 
White-tailed Kites were reported as slowly increasing 
near Point Mugu (WAK) but have been absent from 
the San Gabriel River Wildlife Sanctuary since 
November 1952 (Alma Stultz). A single Goshawk 
was reported from China Lake (Carl Heller fide D. 
W. Moore). Ferruginous Hawks were sporadic as 
usual and a single Am. Rough-legged Hawk was 
carefully identified at Lakeview, Nov. 9 (J. H. 
Comby). Four Golden and 4 Bald Eagles were feed- 
ing on ice-trapped ducks at Big Bear Lake in Decem- 
ber. Two Bald Eagles were at Idyllwild during Febru- 
ary and March (NHM). An Osprey wintered at 
Silver Lake in Los Angeles while the Lake was being 
drained (WAK). A flock of 11 Short-eared Owls 
foraged at the Venice Marshes, March 1 (Pat Gould), 
and a group of 5 was hunting at Buena Vista Lake, 
Feb. 10 (Ed., REM). Long-eared Owls, extremely 
local in this Region, were at Pauma Valley (Eleanor 
Beemer), Nuevo (DKB), and near China Lake 
(DWM). 

Upland Game Birds.—Rock Partridges have been 
steadily spreading through the mountains of the 


western San Joaquin Valley from local plantings made 
as long ago as twenty years. They are reported as 
very numerous in Owens Valley where they prefer 
the ridges and rocky slopes similar to their home in 
the Himalayas (DWM). Small scattered flocks of 
Band-tailed Pigeons foraged through the southern 
mountains and as many as 6000 were still present 
on Mt. Pinos and Mt. Abel in January (Ed.). 

Cranes, Rails, and Shorebirds —From 3 to 20 Sand- 
hill Cranes wintered at the Salton Sea from Jan. 27 
until Mar. 30; this marks a steady decline from pre- 
vious years (EJO’N). A little-known wintering 
ground of the Sandhill Cranes was discovered when 
more than 1100 cranes were found feeding in the 
Soda Lake basin of the Carrizo Plain in extreme east- 
ern San Luis Obispo County. These birds were present 
from December until the end of February (Ed.). 
Florida Gallinules were very numerous in the tules 
north of Buena Vista Lake with as many as 32 visible 
at one time feeding on the exposed mud (Ed.). 
Black-bellied Plover were down slightly and Moun- 
tain Plover were absent from their usual wintc. quar- 
ters north of Blackwell's Corners. Twelve Mountain 
Plover near Santa Ana, Dec. 21 (HB), and 12 near 
Hemet, Feb. 28 (Mrs. Ethel West) were the only 
ones reported away from the Imperial Valley where 
some 300 wintered at the SSINWR (EJO'N). Large 
shorebirds were numerous and a flock of 11,000 
Marbled Godwits at Mission Bay is noteworthy. Of 
the smaller shorebirds, Western Sandpiper and 
Dowitcher showed a notable increase. Highlights 
were a flock of 15,250 Western Sandpipers at Mis- 
sion Bay and 12,500 Dowitchers at Buena Vista Lake 
in late March (Ed.). Sixteen Red Phalaropes were 
at Morro Bay, Dec. 25 (Ed., Robert L. Pyle). Surf- 
birds and Black and Ruddy Turnstones were nu- 
merous at choice localities. Am. Avocets and Black- 
necked Stilts increased to 500 birds at Buena Vista 
Lake by late January and were normal elsewhere. The 
only Wandering Tattler reported was at Corona del 
Mar, Dec. 27. A group of some 20 Red Knots was 
present at Alamitos Bay from early January until late 
March, and seen by numerous observers. Twenty 
Stilt Sandpipers were carefully observed at the 
SSNWR in early March and this is an increase of 
more than 1000% over the birds first identified last 
year (William Anderson fide EJO'N). 

Gulls, Terns, and Alcids.—Short-billed Gulls were 
scarce. A few Common Terns wintered and quite re- 
markable is the presence of 65 Elegant Terns at 
Playa del Ray, Jan. 5 (WAK). Royal Terns were 
scarce and sporadic, the largest group being 35 at 
Mission Bay in December. A pelagic trip to Anacapa 
Island on Mar. 15 netted only one alcid, a Xantus 
Murrelet, and 3 Black-legged Kittiwakes (HC). 

Wood peckers.—No flight of Lewis’s Woodpeckers ; 
in fact not a single bird reported. 

Passerine Land Birds (general).—The most con- 
spicuous development of the mild winter was the 
paucity of the birds which flooded the lowlands last 
winter and to a lesser degree during the previous 
winters. Mild weather and a moderate snowpack 
(which was at relatively high elevations), induced 
the birds which normally move down-mountain and 
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north-to-south into the lowlands and southland, to re- 
main in the lower mountains where food was quite 
abundant as a consequence of the wet winter last 
year. Most obviously affected were the Am. Robins 
and Cedar Waxwings which everyone reported as 
strikingly uncommon. The berry and seed crops in 
the lowlands ‘were heavy and yet went largely un- 
touched. Only one robin appeared at SGRWS whereas 
last winter they numbered more than 2000, and at 
Taft which hosted 5000 robins last winter, there 
has been only one small flock. The same may be said 
for the Cedar Waxwings though in a few places 
there were flocks as large as 100 birds. Many sum- 
mer visitants lingered into late winter and a number 
remained for the winter. The mild winter weather 
kept the insect hatches fairly constant and many in- 
sectivorous birds took advantage of this. 

Flycatchers, Larks, Jays —Some Vermilion Fly- 
catchers again emigrated westward. A male was at 
the Santa Clara River mouth, Ventura Co., Dec. 20 
(RMC) and another was at San Diego, Dec. 27. Of 
the pair at Mecca, the male died early in January but 
another appeared in early April. Another male was 
seen at the south end of the Salton Sea in March 
(REM). A good number of Cassin’s Kingbirds win- 
tered, as well as scattered Ash-throated Flycatchers. 
Say’'s Phoebes were common even at Redondo Beach 
where R. N. Shuart reported a group of 10 in a 
small area. A careful count was made of the Horned 
Larks on the Carrizo Plain and a total of 10,350 was 
determined (Ed.). Some of the individual flocks num- 
bered over 1000 birds. Eight Steller’s Jays were seen 
in the foothills of the Coast Range near Morro Bay, 
Dec. 25 (Ed., RLP). 

Thrushes, Pipits, Vireos, Warblers —There was a 
heavy flight of Water Pipits throughout the Region, 
and many flocks of more than 1000 were seen. Varied 
Thrushes had a moderate flight and appeared quite 
numerous in some coastal foothill canyons north of 
Ventura. Others were reported from Pauma Valley, 
Dec. 20 (EB); Big Bear, (1, JHC); China Lake, 
Dec. 20 (2. DWM); and Charleton Flats, Dec. 24 

2, PG). Mountain Bluebirds were generally scarce 
in the lowlands. Some of the summer visitants which 
wintered here are as follows: Solitary Vireo (rare 
in winter) at Big Bear Lake, Dec. 20 (PG, Bill 
Hawkins); Nashville Warbler (extremely rare in 
winter) in Los Angeles area, Dec. 28 (A.St.) ; Mac- 
gillivray’s Warbler (rare in winter) in San Gabriel 


Valley, Dec. 27; Yellow-breasted Chat (very rare 
in winter) at Whittier, Dec. 1 (JHC); Hermit War- 
bler (extremely rare in winter) San Gabriel Canyon, 
Feb. 28 (REW); Black-throated Gray Warbler (un- 
common in winter) at Lucerne Valley on Dec. 20 
(PG). Included also were a number of eastern war- 
blers which also wintered; Palm Warbler (Yellow 
race) which is a very rare vagrant, was carefully 
identified at San Gabriel Valley on Dec. 27 (John 
Tremontano), remained for 
by a score of observers; 


a month, and was seen 
a Northern Water-thrush 
(probably Grinnell’s) was seen near San Bernardino 
by members of the San Bernardino Audubon Society; 
a Myrtle Warbler remained throughout the winter 
near Glendale (Sigsby Dunlap); a Black and White 
Warbler at Sweetwater Reservoir, San Diego Co., 
Mar. 19 (JEC). Audubon’s Warblers were exceed- 
ingly common in the southern San Joaquin Valley 
but sporadic elsewhere. 

Starlings, Blackbirds through Sparrows.—A female 
Summer Tanager was collected at Pauma Valley, Jan. 
9 (EB) and 2 Black-headed Grosbeaks wintered at 
the Griffith Park Zoo in Los Angeles. Nine, possibly 
12 Common Starlings were seen feeding with Red- 
wings in cultivated fields near Ventura, Feb. 1 (Ed., 
HC). This is the largest group to date seen in the 
southland and it constitutes a southward movement 
of this bird from the Central Valley. Examination 
and plotting of the recent occurrences of the bird 
within the state plainly show a definite southward 
movement. A count made of the blackbirds at Buena 
Vista Lake on Jan. 18 revealed that some 10,000 
Red-wings, 20,000 Tricolored Blackbirds, and more 
than 85,000 Yellow-headed Blackbirds were present 
(Ed.); the latter had for the most part departed by 
the end of March. An immature Harris's Sparrow was 
at Lucerne Valley, Dec. 20 (PG) and a Green-tailed 
Towhee was feeding with White-crowns at Sweet- 
water Reservoir, Mar. 19 (JEC). White-crowned 
Sparrows were very low but Lark Sparrows were 
more numerous than in previous years. An extremely 
rare vagrant, the Pyrrhuloxia, was near Mecca, Feb. 
10 (fide Cecelia Foulkes) and was briefly glimpsed 
on Mar. 29 (Ed.). Robert Pyle will no longer be co- 
editor of the Southern Pacific Coast Region and we 
all wish him the best of luck and Aloha in Hawaii.— 
ARNOLD SMALL. Department of Life Science, Taft 
Junior College, Taft, Calif. 





CORRIGENDA FOR VOLUME 6 


Vol. 5, p. 11, line 4: change "Wiccosukee” to “Miccosukee’” and “Oct. 7” 


“loc. cit.” to “St. Marks Light” ; 
Vol. 6, bp. 53, lines 36-37: 
Vol. 6, p. 113: add 

Ohio observers. 


change ‘St. 


to “Sept. 5°; in line 10 change 


in lines 11 and 12 change ‘St. Marks Light’ to “Tallahassee.” 
Marks Light” to “Tallahassee” 
“Georgene Smith (compiler), Mrs. Dean Wilson, Mrs. Ralph Wise” to Warren, 


and “Randell” to “‘Randel.”’ 


Page 175, line 31: highest count for Am. Brant should read 8000 (N.f., Barnegat) .”’ 
Page 191, line 41: substitute ‘March 26” for ‘March 6” for Chimney Swift arrival at Wilmington, N. C. 


Vol. 6, p 
“Dec. 16, Camp Weed.” 

Page 209, line 1: 
Widgeons” near Gila Bend, Ariz. 

Page 237, line 32: 

Vol. 6, p. 243, last line: change “1” to ‘2. 

Page 287, line 52: substitute “uncommon” for 
Fargo, N. Dak 
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193. line 14: delete “Russell and Cross, fide’; 


substitute “5000 Mallards, 12,000 Pintails and 2500 Am. Widgeon”’ 


in line 32 change “Dec. 12, Lake Jackson” to 


for “5000 Am. 


substitute “"Red-eyed Vireo” for “Warbling Vireo” collected in Rhode Island. 


“unusually common” as status of Baltimore Orioles at 


WINTER BIRD POPULATION STUDY 
Edited by Haven Kolb 


LIST OF STUDIES 


A. Eastern Canada 
1. Beech-Maple-Hemlock Forest...... Ontario 
2. Hemlock Forest bees .....Ontario 
3. Hemlock Forest.................Ontario 
B. North Atlantic States 
$. Slashed White Pine Forest......... Maine 
5. Upland Sprout and Slash. .New Hampshire 
6. Mixed Deciduous and 
Coniferous Forest............. Vermont 
Open Field and Pasture.........Vermont 
8. Reservoir, Cultivated Field, and 


Mixed Habitats........... Rhode Island 
C. Middle Atlantic States 
9. Mixed Oak and Hemlock.....New Jersey 
10. Fresh-water Ponds and Shrub 
Swamp Borders............ New Jersey 
11. Shrubby Field. .........2... Pennsylvania 
12. River Valley Habitats....... Pennsylvania 
13. Mixed Pabitat..... ...00 604445400 Maryland 
14. Mixed Oak Forest............. Maryland 
15. Floodplain Deciduous Forest... .Maryland 
16. Central Hardwood Forest with 
Scattered Pines... ..District of Columbia 
D. South Atlantic Szates 
17. Deciduous Floodplain Forest..... Georgia 


1. BEECH-MAPLE-HEMLOCK FOREST.—Lo- 
cation: Strathgowan Wood, Toronto, Ontario. Size: 
20 acres. Description of Area: Given in detail in 
Audubon Field Notes, 4:221 and 5:228. After re- 
moval of most of the trees (reported in Audubon 
Field Notes, 6:215) the area was left without further 
disturbance throughout last summer and the present 
winter. As it now stands, the eastern half is a rough 
field with many stumps. Numerous stalks of Mullein 
(Verbascum Thapsus) and withered stands of Gol- 
denrod (Solidago sp.), established there Jast summer, 
are present. The western half of the area still has a 
few large trees left standing and has seen less en- 
croachment of field plants. Weather: The average 
temperature during the census period was 32° F. 
(extremes 52°, 5°). Repeated thaws left the ground 
bare of snow most of the winter. Coverage: Dec. 19, 
25, 30; Jan. 25; Feb. 1, 19, 21. Seven trips [3 out- 
side of prescribed period—Ep.}. Hours per trip aver- 
aged 14. Census: Common Redpoll, 11 (55); Slate- 
colored Junco, 1 (5); Black-capped Chickadee, 1 
(5); House Sparrow, 1 (5); Ring-necked Pheasant, 
+; Pine Siskin, +; Hoary Redpoll, +; Downy 
Woodpecker, +; Am. Tree Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: 14 birds (70 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
This total is somewhat misleading as the redpolls 
which make up most of it were all in a single large 
flock which was recorded once in the weed patches 
on the area. Actually no birds appeared to be resi- 
dent on the census area except possibly a few juncos. 
All other species recorded might better be classed as 


18. Upland Abandoned Field 
WE BES ierisie ina Rk ow Sep heehem Georgia 


E. North Central States 
19. Climax Deciduous Forest and Edge. . .Ohio 
20. Oak-Maple Forest and 


Forest-Edge Per er ree ee ee Illinois 
21. Bottomland Deciduous Forest..... Illinois 
22. Floodplain Deciduous Forest. North Dakota 
23. Pasture and Wooded Border..... Missouri 


F. South Central States 
24. Upland Pine and Pine-Oak...... Arkansas 
25. Southern Oak-Pine Bottomland. . Arkansas 
26. Lightly Grazed Brackish Marsh. . Louisiana 


G. Rocky Mountain States 
27. Western Plains—Cottonwood- 
Willow Riverbottom.......... Colorado 
28. Sedimentary Foothills, Brushland.Colorado 
29. Sedimentary Foothills, Pifion- 
Juniper Woodland............Colorado 
50, Cite Cemetery... 2 cas cscsacsa Colorado 
31. Upper Foothills, Ponderosa 
Page Fosest... . 2.025555 . .Colorado 
Immature Lodgepole Pine Forest.Colorado 
Immature Douglas Fir Forest... .Colorado 


» w 
wb 


visitors. The presence of House Sparrows can be at- 
tributed to the proximity of a residential district. 
Barring the redpolls mentioned above, the population 
continues to show a steady drop.—GEORGE FRANCIS 
and BristoL Foster (Toronto Intermediate Natural- 
ists). Toronto, Ont. 


2. HEMLOCK FOREST.—Location: Purpleville 
Woods, 3 miles west of Maple, Ontario and about 20 
miles northwest of Toronto. Size: 69 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: Two adjacent areas were again cen- 
sused. A complete description of these areas is given 
in Audubon Field Notes, 6:216. Weather: Average 
temperature during the census period was 32° F. (ex- 
tremes, 52°, 5°). The ground was covered with no 
more than six inches of snow at any one time and 
repeated thaws often created large patches of bare 
ground. A small stream along the north edge of Area 
“B” was open most of the winter and small boggy 
areas in this census plot remained partially unfrozen. 
Coverage: Dec. 14, 24, 28; Jan. 11, 25; Feb. 4, 7 
8, 14, 15, 18, 19. Twelve trips [5 outside of pre- 
scribed period—Ep.} Hours per trip averaged for 
Area “A,” 34; and for Area "B,” 1. Census: Area 
“A,” HEMLOCK AND HARDWOODS; comprising 43 
acres of the total: Black-capped Chickadee, 6 (14); 
Slate-colored Junco, 3 (7); White-breasted Nuthatch, 
2 (5); Pine Siskin, 1 (2); Am. Tree Sparrow, 1 
(2);  Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (2); Downy 
Woodpecker, 1 (2); Golden-crowned  Kinglet, 
1 (2); Brown Creeper, 1 (2); Blue Jay, 
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1 (2); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (2); Ruffed Grouse, 
+;  Pileated Woodpecker, +; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +. Average Total: 19 
birds (44 birds per 100 acres). Census: Area "'B,” 
HEMLOCK AND WHITE CEDAR, comprising 26 acres 
of the total: Black-capped Chickadee, 5 (19); Red 
Crossbill, 2 (8); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 (4); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (4); Blue Jay, 1 (4); 
Downy Woodpecker, 1 (4); Red-breasted Nuthatch, 
+; Brown Creeper, +; Ruffed Grouse, +; Pileated 
Woodpecker, +; Common Redpoll, +; Long-eared 
Owl, +; Hairy Woodpecker, +; Purple Finch, +; 
Am. Goldfinch, +; Slate-colored Junco, +; Am. Tree 
Sparrow, +. Average Total: 11 birds (37 birds per 
100 acres). Remarks: It should be noted again that 
the two separate censuses were taken on adjacent areas 
so that some individual birds occurred on both areas. 
No species appeared to be confined to either area this 
winter. Chickadees were the most abundant birds 
and flocks of varying size roamed freely, sometimes 
visiting a woods immediately south of the census 
areas. Nuthatches, creepers, kinglets and Downy 
Woodpeckers frequently accompanied the chickadees. 
A resident pair of Pileated Woodpeckers ranged well 
beyond the confines of both areas and consequently 
was seen there only once or twice during the winter. 
Crossbills, siskins, goldfinches and redpolls were re- 
corded on one or two occasions but were observed 
more frequently flying over the census areas. Juncos 
and tree sparrows were edge birds on Area “A,” and 
only rarely were seen moving through the woods. 
Compared with last year’s census the number of birds 
decreased on Area ‘‘B,” but more than doubled on 
Area “A.”’—DOoN BuRTON, GEORGE FRANCIS (com- 
piler), DAVE Lorp, DAvE MArsH, Bos RISEBROUGH, 
ERIC THORN, MONTY Woop, JIM WoOoDFORD 


(Toronto Intermediate Naturalists), Toronto, Ont. 


3. HEMLOCK FOREST.—Location: Kilworth 
Woods, 10 miles west of London, Ontario. Size: 70 
acres. Description of Area: This is a section of land 
in the Oxbow Creek ravine, about 14 mile from 
where the creek enters the Thames River. The plot 
is roughly 150 yards across and 14 mile long. The 
Oxbow Creek running through the centre of it is a 
rocky stream and remained open all 
winter. The plot is bounded on the north and west 
by roads and on the east by open fields and on the 
south by a clearing. The woods are fairly open and 
consist mainly of Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis). 
Maple (Acer saccharum), White Cedar (Thuja oc- 
cidentalis) and White Birch (Betula papyrifera) oc- 
cur in lesser numbers. Red Oak (Quercus borealis), 
White Pine (Pinus strobus), Basswood (Tilia ameri- 
cana) and White Elm (U/mus americana) also occur, 
Undergrowth is sparse consisting mainly of Witch- 
hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) and tree saplings. 
Weather: Temperatures during the census trips 
ranged from 5° to 40° F., the average temperature 
being 28° F. Except for a snowfall of six inches in 
December, the ground had very little snow on it. 
Coverage: Dec. 28; Jan. 1, 11, 25; Feb. 1, 8. Six 
trips. Hours per trip averaged 114. Census: Black- 
capped Chickadee, 7 (10); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
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7 (10); Am. Tree Sparrow, 4 (6); Slate-colored 
Junco, 3 (4); Cardinal, 3 (4); Brown Creeper, 3 
(4); Winter Wren, 1 (1); Downy Woodpecker, 1 
(1); Blue Jay, 1 (1); Common Redpoll, 1 (1); Am. 
Goldfinch, 1 (1); White-breasted Nuthatch, +; Song 
Sparrow, +; Red Crossbill, +; Am. Crow, +; Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Horned Owl, +; Pileated Wood- 
pecker, +. Average Total: 32 birds (46 birds per 
100 acres). Remarks: The Horned Owl was prob. 
ably resident but was only seen twice as was the Red- 
tailed Hawk. A single Pileated Woodpecker was ob- 
served on the first two trips only but fresh signs were 
seen throughout the winter. The number of birds de- 
creased steadily from a high of 68 (Dec. 28) to a 
low of 19 (Feb. 8).—BitL MADDEFORD (compiler), 
HAROLD OsBORNE, TOM WOLF, London, Ont. 


4. SLASHED WHITE PINE FOREST.—Loca- 
tion: About 14 mile east of Webster Corner, Lisbon, 
Maine. Size: 67 acres. Description of Area: White 
Pine forest slashed over about two years ago. Some 
small pine and tamarack remain. In swampy areas 
some small firs grow. Part of area was used for Breed- 
ing-Bird Census (see Audubon Field Notes, 6:317); 
rest of area is quite similar. Water: A few small 
streams were open occasionally in warm weather. 
Food: Most of crops in census area seemed to be 
about normal. Outside of area many crops are very 
scarce. Weather: Average temperature during period, 
30° (extremes 0° and 55°). Winter unusually mild. 
Little snow on ground at any time during count 
period (at most, 6 inches). Ground bare during 
much of period. Coverage: Dec. 13, 22, 30; Jan. 
4, 25; Feb. 1, 8, 16. Total, 8 trips [2 outside of pre- 
scribed period—Ep.}. Hours per trip averaged 2. Cen- 
sus: Common Redpoll, 21 (31); Black-capped 
Chickadee, 9 (13); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5 (7); 
Ruffed Grouse, 4 (6); White-winged Crossbill, 2 
(3); Blue Jay, 1 (1); Red-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (1); 
Evening Grosbeak, 1 (1); Pine Siskin, 1 (1); Am. 
Tree Sparrow, 1 (1); Hairy Woodpecker, +; Am. 
Crow, +; Common Starling, +. Average Total: 45 
birds (density, 67 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Ruffed Grouse occurred only on north slope of small 
hill. Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, and White- 
winged Crossbills observed mostly flying over area. 
Common Redpolls were observed only on last two 
counts although they have been unusually abundant 
all winter. Black-capped Chickadees, Red-breasted 
Nuthatches and Golden-crowned Kinglets were mostly 
in mixed flocks—Doucrass H. Morse, Star Route, 
Lisbon, Me. 


5. UPLAND SPROUT AND SLASH LAND.— 
Location: New Hampton, N. H., 214 miles SE of 
Bristol on ‘Blake Hill.” Size: 15 acres (estimated 
last year at 20 acres but revised on measuring). De- 
scription of Area: Described in Audubon Field 
Notes, 6:217. No substantial change. Water: Pools 
in brook open during census period. Weather: Tem- 
peratures during census trips averaged 32° F. ranging 
from 16° to 52°. Early morning temperatures during 
entire period ranged from -4° to 44°. Above average 
temperatures for time of year with several sharp 


ea war ow 


of 
ed 
e- 
+a 
Is 
m- 
ng 
ng 
ge 
rp 





Area No. 5. Upland Sprout and Slash Land. 


drops. Seven snowstorms, three ending in rain, and 
three rains, one ending in snow. All trips made on 
fair or cloudy days. Many high winds. Snow depths 
increasing from one to two feet during period. Cov- 
erage: Jan. 4, 16, 19, 30; Feb. 5, 14. Total, 6 trips 
[1 outside of prescribed period—Ep.}. Average time 
per trip, 134 hours. Total man-hours, 1334. All trips 
made between 9 a.m. and noon. Census: Black- 
capped Chickadee, 2 (13); White-breasted Nuthatch, 
1 (7); Downy Woodpecker, +; Blue Jay, +; Red- 
breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, +. Average 
Total: 3 birds (density, 20 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: No berries and very few weed seeds. Very 
few hemlock cones. Some yellow and gray birches 
with seeds. Heavy infestation of tent caterpillars last 
summer and egg clusters are numerous. Flocks of 
finches flying across area observed on nearly all trips 
but not included in census because unidentified as to 
species and none observed on area or any signs of 
feeding (chaff under trees, etc.). Tracks seen of Red 
Squirrels, mice, Snowshoe Hares, fox. Blue Jays, Am. 
Crows and woodpeckers heard near area in woods. On 
two trips I had the assistance of my daughters, Ann 
and Mary. Walking on early trips noisy because of 
breaking crust, decreasing opportunities of seeing 
birds. There appears to be a decided increase of 
chickadee population over last year. No owls were 
recorded, perhaps because of no night trips, but no 
signs of hunting of rabbits or mice by them were ob- 
served.—Mnrs. BERNARD E. MERRILL, R.F.D. 2, Bris- 


6. MIXED DECIDUOUS AND CONIFEROUS 
FOREST.—Location: Newbury, Orange County, 
Vermont. Size: 100 acres. Description: Given in 
Audubon Field Notes, 6:217, there called Second- 
growth Mixed Forest. No physical change. Coverage: 
Dec. 10, 23, 1952; Jan. 1, 17; Feb. 9, 27, 1953. Total, 
6 trips [2 outside of prescribed period—Ep.}. Hours 
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between 7 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.; average 21/, hours per 
trip. Census: Black-capped Chickadee, 11 (11); 
Ruffed Grouse, 7 (7) ; Common Redpoll, 7 (7); Pine 
Siskin, 2 (2); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (1); Brown 
Creeper, +; Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Pileated 
Woodpecker, +; White-breasted Nuthatch, +; Am. 
Crow, +; Downy Woodpecker, + ; Common Starling, 
+. Average Total: 28 birds (density, 28 birds per 
100 acres). Remarks: Temperature ranged from -8° 
to 57°. Snow cover from bare ground to from 11, to 
2 feet—WENDELL P. SMITH, Newbury, V1. 


7. OPEN FIELD AND PASTURE.—Location: 
Newbury, Orange County, Vermont. Size: 115 acres. 
Description: Given in Audubon Field Notes, 6:218, 
there called Cultivated Field and Adjacent Pasture. 
Coverage: Dec. 10, 22, 31, 1952; Jan. 17; Feb. 8, 25, 
1953. Total, 6 trips [2 outside of prescribed period— 
Ep.}. Hours between 10 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.; average 
2 hours per trip. Census: Horned Lark (Northern), 
18 (16); Am. Goldfinch, 6 (5); Evening Grosbeak, 
3 (3); Am. Crow, 1 (1); Snow Bunting, 1 (1); 
Am. Robin, +. Average Total: 29 birds (density, 
25 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: Temperature 
ranged from -8° to 57°. Ground bare on two trips; 
from 4 to 12 inches of snow cover for the other four. 
Figures somewhat misleading for winter birdlife. 
There were no birds present during the Dec. 22, and 
Jan. 17, trips. Only 2 crows on Dec. 31, and 7 Snow 
Buntings on Feb. 8. Evening Grosbeaks and robins 
were feeding on hackberry fruit scattered from trees 
on border. Horned Larks and Am. Goldfinches were 
migrating, the former northward on Feb. 25, while 
goldfinches were moving southward on Dec. 10.— 
WENDELL P. SMITH, Newbury, Vt. 


8. RESERVOIR, CULTIVATED FIELD, AND 
MIXED HABITATS IN METROPOLITAN 
AREA.—Location: East Providence and Pawtucket, 


239 








Rhode Island and Seekonk, Massachusetts. Size: 365 
acres censused in 3 sections: uniform fresh-water 
pond, 250 acres; uniform cultivated field, 15 acres; 
and mixed habitats in margin of northern section of 
reservoir, 100 acres. History and Description of 
Area: Published in Audubon Field Notes, 5:231-232, 
1951, and 6:218-219, 1952. FURTHER CHANGES IN 
THE AREA: The gravel pit in S.W. corner was in- 
creased slightly. The gravel pit just S.E. of the area 
eliminated a few acres of the Breeding Study Area. 
Ice-fishing increased. Commercial bait fishermen con- 
tinued activity. Weather: The fall and winter were 
abnormally warm. For 6 months the average tempera- 
tures were above normal (Sept. 3°, Oct. 1°, Nov. 5°, 
Dec. 4.5°, Jan. 6.5°, Feb. 9°). Degree-days were 
normal in October, November, January, but below 
normal in September (35), December (115), and 
February (215). Compared to all-time records of 
Providence Weather Bureau, September was third 
highest sunny month and had one record high tem- 
perature for a date; October was third highest sunny 
month and had one record high temperature for a 
date; November was close to record high tempera- 
tures on 2 dates and woodlands were closed for 12 
days; December was unusually mild with only 6 dates 
below normal; January was the seventh warmest 
for that month and had 1 record high date; February 
was second warmest month and had only 1 day be- 
low freezing. Snowfall was less than one-third of the 
heaviest year. During 14 of the 52 days of the census 
period, the temperature stayed above 32° all day and 
night. The number of freezing days is running 15- 
20% below the normal number of 105-110 per year. 
There has been no sub-zero day in three winters al- 
though the average normal is 3 days per winter. 
Coverage: Dec. 20, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31; Jan. 1, 2, 
a 4. oi, 83, 24. 26.17... 2). 2%, 235, 26, 28, 29, 31; 
Feb. 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10. Total: 76 party-hours in 29 
trips averaging 2 hr. 25 min. each. Man-hours were 
138 in 29 trips averaging 4 hr. 45 min. each. Cov- 
erage was increased through cooperation of several 
young people. HEC, 60 hrs.; Richard Ferrin, 48 hrs. ; 
Robert Woodruff, 18 hrs.; John Dearborn, 5 hrs.; 
Donald Gardner, 4 hrs.; and Miss Helen Brush, 3 
hrs. For the water area there were 27 trips (7 in 
Dec., 15 in Jan., 5 in Feb.); 8 trips for the field (3 
in Dec., 3 in Jan., 2 in Feb.). Six complete rounds 
of the large mixed habitats area (2 in each month). 
Man-hours averaged: 3 hr. 45 min. for water; 1 hr. 
10 min. for field, and 9 hrs. 20 min. for mixed bor- 
ders. Census of Open Water (250 acres): Black 
Duck, 549 (220); Am. Merganser, 187 (75); Her- 
ring Gull, 173 (69); Am. Widgeon, 15 (6); Mal- 
lard, 15 (6); Am. Golden-eye, 7 (3); Ruddy Duck, 
6 (2); Great Black-backed Gull, 5 (2); Pintail, 5 
(2); Ring-billed Gull, 2 (1); Mallard-Black Hybrid, 
1 (+); Fish Crow, 1 (+); Great Blue Heron, 1 
(+); Belted Kingfisher, 1 (+); Hooded Merganser, 
+; Greater Scaup, +; Wood Duck, +. Average 
Total for Open Water: 968 birds (density 363 
birds per 100 acres); 16 species and 1 hybrid. Cen- 
sus for Cultivated Field (15 acres): Common Star- 
ling, 31 (207); Horned Lark (Northern), 28 (187); 
Am. Crow, 2 (13); Horned Lark (probably Prairie, 
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possibly Hoyt’s), 1 (7); Killdeer, +; Brown-headed 
Cowbird, +. Average Total for Cultivated Field: 
62 birds (density, 413 birds per 100 acres); 5 species, 
1 additional subspecies. Census of Mixed Habitats 
Margin (100 acres): Slate-colored Junco, 40 (40); 
Am. Tree Sparrow, 28 (28); Black-capped Chicka- 
dee, 15 (15); Field Sparrow, 12 (12); Am. Crow, 
12 (12); Blue Jay, 8 (8); Song Sparrow, 7 (7); 
Common Starling, 6 (6); Am. Robin, 4 (4); Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, 3 (3); Pine Siskin, 3 (3); Am. 
Goldfinch, 3 (3); Brown Creeper, 2 (2); Eastern 
Meadowlark, 2 (2); Am. Sparrow Hawk, 1 (1); 
Ring-necked Pheasant, 1 (1); Mourning Dove, 1 
(1); Cooper’s Hawk, 1 (1); Downy Woodpecker, 
1 (1); Red-shouldered Hawk, 1 (1); Hairy Wood- 
pecker, 1 (1); Long-billed Marsh Wren, 1 (1); 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, +; Common Redpoll, +; 
Bald Eagle, +; Eastern Phoebe, +. Average Total 
for Mixed Habitats Margin: 153 birds (density, 
153 birds per 100 acres); 26 species. Visitors: No 
records were kept of land birds crossing the water 
nor of water birds crossing the mixed habitats mar- 
gin. The following species crossed the field: Great 
Blue Heron, Black Duck, Am. Merganser, Ring- 
necked Pheasant, Red-shouldered Hawk, Great Black- 
backed Gull, Herring Gull, Blue Jay, Am. Goldfinch, 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker and non- 
feral Rock Doves. Remarks: The abnormally warm 
weather for six months produced abnormally high 
numbers of birds and wider variety of species. Her- 
ring Gulls dropped over 30% for two successive years 
and in rank from the most abundant to third place. 
Black Ducks gained 55% over the two previous years. 
Am. Mergansers were 15% under the first year. Five 
other non-diving species gained a little and four 
divers gained a little. This year the non-diving ducks 
were 3 times as many as the divers which is pro- 
portionately twice as great as the ratio between them 
two years ago. The Black-backed and Ring-billed 
Gulls are practically unchanged but the Herring Gulls 
dropped 60%. Excluding the Herring Gulls, the 
density on the water was up about 50%. In the 
mixed borders the density was up 130%. In the field 
the density was 300% above the previous better year. 
These numbers showed up in larger flocks and in 
more frequent observation of persistent individuals 
and small flocks. In each of the three areas, there 
were more species than before. This year’s 47 species, 
1 subspecies, and hybrid is 25% above average of two 
previous years. Interpretations of the data: Increased 
coverage gave a more complete view of the popula- 
tion and may have raised the mixed borders count a 
little but that factor was negligible compared to the 
mildness of the weather. The duration of ice-forming 
periods was less and only pushed the Black Ducks 
out two or three times. They came back quickly 
twice. On the third occasion I suspect a migratory 
movement inconsistent with the earlier pattern. There 
is good correlation between the numbers of non- 
diving ducks, diving ducks, and the extremes of hot 
and cold weather. The non-divers reacted more quickly 
than the divers. There were 9 peaks in a graph of 
numbers of non-divers. The peaks for divers occurred 
3 times on the same day; 3 times, a day later; and 
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the other 3 times there were inconsistencies. The ten 
low points for non-divers were matched by divers on 
the same day, 5 times; 3 times, one day later; and 
2 were inconsistent. For nine peaks in temperature, 
the non-divers reached peaks on the same day 3 
times; 1 day later, 2 times; 2 days later, 3 times and 
were inconsistent once. The divers reached peaks on 
the same day 4 times; 1 day later, once; 2 days later, 
3 times; and 3 days later, once. On 6 drops in tem- 
perature (for which we have observations close 
enough afterward) the non-divers reached their lows 
on the same day, 3 times; 1 day later, 2 times; 2 days 
later, once. The divers reached their lows on the same 
day, once; 1 day later, 3 times; 2 days later, once; 
3 days later, once. The greatest inconsistencies came 
during the last two weeks. On two occasions I think 
that some ducks moved out to the north in early 
migratory movement. The close timing of the reac- 
tions to rising and falling temperatures confirms my 
belief that our population is on the northern fringe 
of its own winter range, that our birds move short 
distances to waters tempered by nearby Narragansett 
Bay, but come back quickly when weather moderates. 
I call these “commuting” flights. The great drop in 
gulls is due to change in supply of garbage for pig- 
geries near the reservoir. This winter many hogs were 
destroyed because of an epidemic and the state health 
department required all garbage to be cooked before 
feeding to hogs. The increase in Horned Larks in 
the field is the result of fresh manuring which ap- 
pears to hold a flock to the area in most years. Notes 
on 25 species confirm our belief that a small flyway 
comes from the northeast by-passing Boston and 
across a low divide into our valley. The adverse fac- 
tors mentioned last year have continued. The con- 
tinued seining and ice-fishing may be responsible for 
the inability of the divers to increase as the non-divers 
have done. Continued disturbance, especially by ille- 
gal gunners when ice restricts feeding areas of the 
divers, is important for its nuisance value causing 
birds to commute to other sections of their wintering 
range. One surprise was a group of four Brown 
Creepers which outnumbered their attendant kinglet 
and chickadees. The phoebe was one of three winter- 
ing in the state this year—HENRY E. CHILDs, 335 
Pleasant St., Rumford 16, R. I. 


9. MIXED OAK AND HEMLOCK FOREST. 
—Location: Greenbrook Sanctuary, five miles north 
of the George Washington Bridge on route 9-W, 
Bergen County, New Jersey. Size: 146 acres. De- 
scription of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 5:234 
and 6:221. Coverage: Dec. 28, 29, 1952; Jan. 7, 13, 
14, 16, 25, 29, 30; Feb. 4, 6, 10, 1953. Average 
time: 214 hrs. Trails add up to 514 miles all of 
which could not be covered each trip. Census: Am. 
Merganser, 20 (14); Herring Gull, 19 (13); Black- 
capped Chickadee, 12 (8); Am. Golden-eye, 8 (5); 
Slate-colored Junco, 8 (5); Am. Crow, 5 (3); Black 
Duck, 4 (3); Am. Tree Sparrow, 4 (3); Bald Eagle, 
2 (1); Great Black-backed Gull, 2 (1); Downy 
Woodpecker, 2 (1); Blue Jay, 2 (1); White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 2 (1); Cardinal, 2 (1); Song 
Sparrow, 2 (1); Peregrine Falcon, 1 (1); Pileated 


Woodpecker, 1 (1); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (1); 
Brown Creeper, 1 (1); Carolina Wren, 1 (1); Am. 
Goldfinch, 1 (1); White-throated Sparrow, 1 (1). 
Average Total: 101 birds (density, 69 birds per 
100 acres). Remarks: Weather very mild, very little 
snow, streams open. Color banding was done on a 
limited scale to determine the wanderings of the 
junco, chickadee, and Am. Tree Sparrow but not 
enough reports were received to prove anything. Two 
eagles and eleven siskins were seen in December and 
on Feb. 6 twenty-five Pine Grosbeaks were reported in 
the Sanctuary.—Mr. AND Mrs. J. Y. DATER, Mrs. F. 
G. DUNHAM, Mr. A. CHAPMAN, MICHAEL FERGU- 
SON, Mrs. L. FAsserR, DAN ROSER, SHEAF SATTERTH- 
WAITE, T. WELLMAN (Mrs. Dater, compiler, Palisades 
Nature Association). 


10. FRESH-WATER PONDS AND SHRUB 
SWAMP BORDERS.—Location: Takanassee Lake, 
Long Branch, New Jersey. Size: 60 acres; 25 acres of 
water, 35 acres of bushy or swampy borders. De- 
scription of Area: Originally described in Audubon 
Field Notes, 2:160-161. No important changes since 
last year. A park has been completed, but bushy area 
nearby seems to have taken its place and land bird 
population returned to above the six-year average. 
Cover has improved in some sections. Weather: 
Another warm winter. Temperature during counts 
varied from 25° to 55° F. Some ice on one trip but 
no snow at any time. Coverage: Dec. 23, 29; Jan. 4, 
11, 17, 22, 31; Feb. 6, 8. Total: 9 trips; time afield: 
15 hours. Census (Ponds): Mallard, 47 (188); 
Herring Gull, 47 (188); Canvas-back, 32 (128); 
Ring-necked Duck, 30 (120); Am. Coot, 24 (96); 
Black Duck, 15 (60); Am. Widgeon, 11 (44); 
Great Black-backed Gull, 7 (28); Redhead, 5 (20); 
scaup (sp.), 4 (16); Pied-billed Grebe, 3 (12); 
Bonaparte’s Gull, 1 (4); Ring-billed Gull, 1 (4); 
Ruddy Duck, +; Pintail, +. Average Total: 227 
birds (density, 908 birds per 100 acres). Census 
(Shrub Swamp Borders): White-throated Sparrow, 
5 (14); Song Sparrow, 4 (11); Starling, 3 (9); 
Pine Siskin, 3 (9); Am. Crow, 2 (6); Field Spar- 
row, 2 (6); Cardinal, 1 (3); Am. Goldfinch, 1 
(3); Black-capped Chickadee, 1 (3); Swamp Spar- 
row, 1 (3); Common Redpoll, 1 (3); Carolina 
Wren, 1 (3); Sparrow Hawk, +; Mourning Dove, 
+; Belted Kingfisher, +; Downy Woodpecker, +; 
Carolina Chickadee, +; Am. Robin +. Average 
Total: 25 birds (density, 71 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: Berries and catkins were in fair supply 
and birds were found to be feeding on the area. Open 
water made the under-water vegetation available. 
Land birds again returned to the area in number ap- 
proaching the best year, which was 1950. Food con- 
ditions seemed improved over last year and invaders 
from the north found the area. The expected chicka- 
dee is the Carolina but this year the Black-capped 
has been recorded more frequently. The duck popula- 
tion was high again with Canvas-backs in good num- 
bers and Ring-necked Ducks present on all trips 
after Jan. 1. There seemed to be more mass move- 
ments this year as, for example, Am. Widgeon from 
75 to 6 individuals on successive trips; Canvas-backs, 
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0 to 115 and later 102 to 1; Pine Siskins, 0 to 20; 
and Field Sparrows, 1 to 12. Grebes, coots, white- 
throats, and Song Sparrows held their numbers rather 
consistently. Three new species were added to the 
previous five-year list—IrvING H. BLAck, N. Locust 
Ave., Long Branch, N. J. and GEORGE M. SEELEY, 
339 Eastbourne Ave., Long Branch, N. J. 


11. SHRUBBY FIELD.—Location: Glade Run, 
Warren, Pennsylvania. Size: 51 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 5:233. Weather: 
During the census period the temperature ranged 
from 10° to 60° F. with a daily mean of 33°. There 
were only traces of snow on the ground during the 
first half of January, and a maximum of 3 to 4 inches 
of snow fell during the latter half of the month. The 
winter season has been unusually mild. Total pre- 
cipitation for the census period was 3.91 in. Cov- 
erage: Jan. 1, 4, 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25, 31. Total, 
9 trips, averaging 2 hours each. Census: Black-capped 
Chickadee, 5 (10); Slate-colored Junco, 5 (10); 
Am. Tree Sparrow, 4 (8); Am. Robin, 2 (4); Blue 
Jay, 1 (2); Cardinal, 1 (2); Ruffed Grouse, +; 
Downy Woodpecker, +; Tufted Titmouse, +; 
White-breasted Nuthatch, +; Brown Creeper, +; 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Purple Finch, +; 
Am. Goldfinch, +; Field Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: 18 birds (density, 35 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: The only species with a 100% frequency 
on the 9 counts was the Black-capped Chickadee, al- 
though there was a drop from the 1952 density of 20 
to 10. The Slate-colored Junco and the Am. Tree 
Sparrow showed marked increases from their 1952 
densities. Species seen on one count only were the 
Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Purple 
Finch, Am. Goldfinch, and Field Sparrow. The fruit 
crop in the area was good.—Harris E. JOHNSON, 
Warren, Pa. 


12. RIVER VALLEY HABITATS.—Location: 
One-half mile west of Norristown, Pa. Size: 77 
acres of land; 106 acres of river water. Description 
of Area: The Schuylkill River flowing through the 
rolling hills of Pennsylvania. Northern bank rather 
steep and 50 feet high in places. Mostly second- 
growth timber lining the shore and in small patches 
of bottomland deciduous woodlands adjacent. Numer- 
ous large oaks, however, in woodland at NW end of 
area, the largest, a White Oak, measuring 11 feet 
1 inch CBH. Abandoned, weed-grown fields else- 
where. Large cemeteries contain a normal quota of 
evergreen plantings. The dominant trees average 
about 80 feet in height and about 114 feet DBH. 
The dominant trees in the order of their decreasing 
abundance are: White Oak (Quercus alba), American 
Beech (Fagus grandifolia), Black Oak (Quercus 
velutina), Silver Maple (Acer saccharinum), Syca- 
more (Platanus occidentalis), Flowering Dogwood 
(Cornus florida). Evergreens: Arbor-Vitae (Thuja 
occidentalis), Norway Pine (Pinus resinosa), Eastern 
White Pine (Pinus strobus). Also, Tulip-Poplar 
(Liriodendron tulipifera), Babylon Weeping Willow 
(Salix babylonica), Shagbark Hickory (Carya ovata). 
Names of trees are taken from “Illustrated Guide 
to Trees and Shrubs,” by Arthur Harmount Graves. 
TopoGRAPHy: Rolling-hill country, elevation of river 
level 60 feet, of surrounding area from 63 to 110 
feet above sea level. EpGe: Area surrounded by 
similar habitat. Coverage: Dec. 20, 25, 28; Jan. 1, 
4, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 8. Total, 9 trips, averaging about 
3 hours each. Census: WATER AREA: Am. Merganser, 
2 (2); duck (sp.), 2 (2); Herring Gull, 2 (2); 
Mallard, 1 (1); Canada Goose, +; Ring-billed Gull, 
+.LANp AREA: Slate-colored Junco, 24 (31); Com- 
mon Starling, 10 (13); Pine Siskin, 7 (9); Am. 
Crow, 4 (5); Am. Goldfinch, 4 (5); Eastern Blue- 
bird, 3 (4); Mourning Dove, 1 (1); Yellow-shafted 
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Flicker, 1 (1); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (1); White- 
breasted Nuthatch, 1 (1); House Sparrow, 1 (1); 
Cardinal, 1 (1); White-throated Sparrow, 1 (1); 
Song Sparrow, 1 (1); Turkey Vulture, +; Ring- 
necked Pheasant, +; Rock Dove, +; Belted King- 
fisher, +; Tufted Titmouse, +; Hermit Thrush, +; 
Myrtle Warbler, +; Field Sparrow, +. Average 
Total: WATER AREA: 7 birds (density, 7 birds per 
100 acres); LAND AREA: 60 birds (density, 78 birds 
per 100 acres). Remarks: The figure for gulls is 
3 or 4 times too low. These birds pass over the area 
earlier in the day as they range far upstream. Mixed 
flocks of Downy Woodpeckers, White-throated, Field, 
and Song Sparrows, Eastern Bluebirds, Cardinals, 
Slate-colored Juncos and Am. Goldfinches were com- 
mon. The Pine Siskin was a new species in the area. 
For the period the temperature ranged from 22° to 
60°, average 38°. Winter fruit crop good.—CHARLES 
D. NaAYLor, Norristown, Pa. 


13. MIXED HABITAT.—Location: On a farm 
4 miles northeast of Denton, Maryland. Size: 11.5 
acres. Description of Area: The area was described in 
Audubon Field Notes, 5:234 and 6:223. Weather: 
Temperature ranged from 34° to 60° with a daily 
mean of 43°. Unusually heavy rainfall early in the 
period was followed by drier weather, with ground 
frozen about a third of the time. Coverage: Dec. 
20, 27, 30; Jan. 3, 6, 10, 16, 17, 22, 24 aad 30. 
Total, 11 trips, averaging 1 hour each, scattered 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. Census: Slate-colored 
Junco, 36 (313); Field Sparrow, 12 (104); Red- 
winged Blackbird, 11 (96); Am. Robin, 9 (78); 
Cardinal, 9 (78); Bob-white, 5 (44); Am. Gold- 
finch, 5 (44); White-throated Sparrow, 4 (35); 
Carolina Chickadee, 3 (26); Pine Siskin, 3 (26); 
Carolina Wren, 2 (17); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 
2 (17); Hermit Thrush, 2 (17); Song Sparrow, 2 
(17); Turkey Vulture, 1 (9); Mourning Dove, 1 
(9); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (9); Eastern Phoebe, 
1 (9); Am. Crow, 1 (9); Tufted Titmouse, 1 (9); 
Brown Creeper, 1 (9); Mockingbird, 1 (9); East- 
ern Bluebird, 1 (9); Water Pipit, 1 (9); Palm 
Warbler, 1 (9); Purple Grackle, 1 (9); Great Blue 
Heron, +; American Egret, +; Black Duck, +; Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Killdeer, +; Hairy Woodpecker, 
+; Horned Lark, +; Blue Jay, +; Winter Wren, 
+; Common Starling, +; House Sparrow, +; East- 
ern Meadowlark, +; Brown-headed Cowbird, +; 
Swamp Sparrow, +. Average Total: 117 birds 
(density, 1017 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: Food 
conditions were similar to those of the past two years, 
except that untilled bordering fields produced more 
weed seeds. The nearest feeding station was located 
more than 200 yards from the area, and was not 
thought to affect the count, but exceptionally favor- 
able feeding conditions and pond and field margins 
accounted for unusually large numbers. Bald Eagle 
observed in area on day not in study.— Mr. AND Mrs. 
A. J. FLETCHER, Denton, Md. 

14. MIXED OAK FOREST.—Location: On the 
campus of Goucher College, Towson, Baltimore Co., 
Maryland. Size: 37 acres. Description of Area: 


Described in Audubon Field Notes, 2:234 and 3:189. 
Weather: The highest temperature during January 
was 70° F., the lowest was 28° F. The lowest of daily 
maxima was 36°F. and the highest of daily minima 
was 51°F. There were 19 days on which the tem- 
peratures did not go below 32°F. (These data 
are from the Baltimore City Weather Office and are 
probably slightly higher than on the study area.) 
Precipitation was considerably above normal, almost 
entirely as rain. Coverage: Jan. 2, 4, 11, 17, 18, 24, 
31; Feb. 1. Total, 8 trips averaging 1 hr. 35 min. 
and scattered between 6:15 a.m. and 2 p.m. Census: 
Pine Siskin, 6 (16); Am. Crow, 4 (11); Tufted 
Titmouse, 4 (11); White-breasted Nuthatch, 3 (8); 
Slate-colored Junco, 3 (8); Am. Goldfinch, 2 (5); 
Downy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Brown Creeper, 1 (3); 
Carolina Chickadee, 1 (3); Barred Owi, +; Turkey 
Vulture, +; Carolina Wren, +; Common Starling, 
+; Cardinal, +. Average Total: 25 birds (density, 
68 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: The figures for 
the Pine Siskin are based on a single flock. Three 
species had a frequency of 100%: White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Downy Woodpecker, and Tufted Titmouse. 
Five species were listed for the first time in the five 
years of the study and the density was the highest yet 
counted.—RicHARD D. CoLE AND HAVEN KOLB, 
(The Maryland Ornithological Society), 2101 Bolton 
St., Baltimore 17, Md. 


15. FLOODPLAIN DECIDUOUS FOREST.— 
Location: Glen Echo, Md. Size: 46.5 acres. Descrip- 
tion of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 1:212-13. 
Weather: The period was unusually mild and humid, 
the average temperature for January being 40.7°F. 
as compared to the normal of 36.2°, and the average 
precipitation of 4.13 inches being above the normal 
of 3.24 inches. Snow was on the ground in the 
late part of December, but thereafter precipitation 
was confined to rain. Coverage: Dec. 26, 27, 29; 
Jan. 1 (114), 3 (3), 8, 11, 18 (2), 20, 23 (14), 
31 (2); Feb. 3, 7, 8 (2). Total: 20 trips averaging 
2.5 hours each. Census: Carolina Chickadee, 10 
(22); Am. Goldfinch, 9 (19); Brown Creeper, 8 
(17); Common Starling, 8 (17); Downy Wood- 
pecker, 4 (9); White-breasted Nuthatch, 4 (9); 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 4 (9); Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 3 (6); Am. Crow, 3 (6); Tufted Titmouse, 
3 (6); Eastern Bluebird, 3 (6); Carolina Wren, 2 
(4); Purple Finch, 1 (2); Turkey Vulture, 1 (2); 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (2); Pileated Woodpecker, 
1 (2); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (2); Winter Wren, 1 
(2); Cardinal, 1 (2); Black Vulture, +; Red- 
tailed Hawk, +; Red-shouldered Hawk, +; Eastern 
Phoebe, +; Blue Jay, +; Am. Robin, +; Rusty 
Blackbird, +; Pine Siskin, +; Slate-colored Junco, 
+; White-throated Sparrow, +; Song Sparrow, + 
Average Total: 68 birds (146 per 100 acres). 
Remarks: Several species sang regularly on mild days. 
The total density this year was slightly above the 
five-year average. However, this time the highest 
number of species was recorded as wintering on the 
area (30 species), including the Am. Robin, Rusty 
Blackbird and Pine Siskin, which had never been 
seen on this area during a previous census period. 
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Most birds maintained their average densities. Ex- 
ceptions were the Brown Creeper which showed a 
50% rise from last year and the Golden-crowned 
Kinglet which tripled its density from 1952. This 
is of especial interest as both species fell considerably 
below their averages in an upland forest in Wash- 
ington, D. C. which was censused during this same 
period (see report No. 16). On the other hand, the 
very sharp rise in the densities of the Carolina 
Chickadee, Downy Woodpecker, White-breasted Nut- 
hatch and Tufted Titmouse on that area was not 
paralleled in the flood-plain forest. The Myrtle 
Warbler was absent for the second successive year, 
although a few remained on the census area into late 
November. A Pine Siskin was observed feeding on 
sycamore seed balls along with a flock of Am. Gold- 
finches and Purple Finches. The Eastern Phoebe has 
been present on this area for each of the last three 
years after failing to put in an appearance for the 
first three years during the six-year period that this 
census has been taken—SARAH BAKER, G. BATES, 
JAMES BATES, ROBERT BATES, CHARLES CLAGETT 
(compiler), JOAN CRISWELL, VIRGINIA DAIKER, 
MorGAN GILBERT, EDWIN HAYWARD, MILTON 
MULLoy, ELois ROGERS, DENISE AND FREDERICK 
SACKSTEDER, CLARA SCHOENBAUER, JEANNE STIVERS, 
HARRIET SUTTON AND KENNETH WRIGHT, Audubon 
Society of the District of Columbia. 


16. CENTRAL HARDWOOD FOREST WITH 
SCATTERED PINES.—Location: Rock Creek 
Park, Washington, D. C. Size: 80 acres. Description 
of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 2:153, May, 
1948. [Listed last year as “Upland Hardwood 
Forest.’’} Weather: The period was unusually mild 
and humid, the average temperature for January 
being 40.7° as compared to the normal of 36.2°, 
and the average precipitation of 4.13 inches being 
above the normal of 3.24 inches. Snow was on the 
ground in the latter part of December but thereafter 
precipitation was confined to rain. Coverage: Jan. 1, 
2, 3, 4, 17, 20, 29, 30; Feb. 1, 4, 6, 8. Total: 12 
trips averaging 2.25 hours each. Census: Carolina 
Chickadee, 14 (18); Tufted Titmouse, 12 (15); 
Slate-colored Junco, 10 (13); Downy Woodpecker, 
7 (9); White-breasted Nuthatch, 7 (9); Am. Crow, 
6 (8); Turkey Vulture, 5 (6); Red-bellied Wood- 
pecker, 2 (3); Black Vulture, 1 (1); Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 1 (1); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (1); Brown 
Creeper, 1 (1); Carolina Wren, 1 (1); Pine Siskin, 
1 (1); Red-tailed Hawk, +; Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, +; Fish Crow, +; Winter Wren, +; Golden- 
crowned Kinglet, +; Common Starling, ++; Cardinal, 
+; Eastern Goldfinch, +. Average Total: 69 birds 
(density, 86 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: The 
total density of birds in this area hit an unprecedented 
peak this year as the density of 86 birds per 100 
acres was nearly double that of last year (44) and 
was a 150% increase over the five-year average. This 
seems to be due to two reasons. On at least four 
occasions, it was noticed that somebody had deposited 
cracked corn in small piles about the census area. 
The only birds actually seen feeding on this artificial 
source were the Am. Crow and possibly the Slate- 
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colored Junco. Usually the latter forages outside the 
area in a Japanese Honeysuckle patch or among 
some Scrub Pines. This year, one or more flocks were 
seen traveling across the area on nearly every trip, 
so they may have been attracted in by the corn. 
The other reason for this unusual rise in the total 
density is the fact that four of the commonest winter. 
ing birds reached their peak populations simul- 
taneously. The individual figures are not unique. This 
year’s densities of the chickadee and titmouse are 
approximately matched by those of 1948, that of 
the White-breasted Nuthatch by its density of 1951 
and that of the Downy Woodpecker by its figure for 
1952. The main cause of the total density rise would 
then apparently be not just one species hitting a peak, 
but several doing so together. The food supply of 
the area seemed to be adequate for the increased 
population. There was a very good crop of mast and 
beechnuts, which attracted more than the usual 
number of Gray Squirrels. An increase was also noted 
for all the woodpeckers, with the aforementioned 
peak density of the Downy, the Red-bellied appearing 
after missing one year, the sapsucker after missing two 
and the flicker appearing for the first time on this 
area during the winter. The only species to decrease 
were the Brown Creeper from 4 to 1 and the Golden- 
crowned Kinglet from 5 to +. This might possibly 
be correlated with a simultaneous rise in the densities 
of these two species on a flood-plain forest in Glen 
Echo, Md. (see report No. 15). The number of 
species (22) tied the record set in 1950 which how- 
ever had a total density of 43—-SARAH BAKER, JAMES 
BATES, CHARLES CLAGETT (compiler), JOAN CrIs- 
WELL, ANDREA DIMAGGIO, MORGAN GILBERT, ALLAN 
STICKLEY, HARRIET SUTTON AND ARLENE WORIS- 
CHEK (Audubon Society of the District of Columbia). 


17. DECIDUOUS FLOODPLAIN FOREST.— 
Location: Ocmulgee National Monument, Bibb Co., 
Georgia. Size: 4.2 acres. Description of Area: See 
Audubon Field Notes, 6:225 and 6:310. Weather: 
See under Census No. 18 in this issue. The forest 
floor was very wet throughout the census period, with 
varying amounts of standing water in pools on the 
ground. Coverage: Dec. 28; Jan. 18, 25; Feb. 1, 
7, and 8. Total, 6 trips, averaging about 2 hours 
each. The first and last trips were in the early 
morning, while others were between 2 and 5:30 p.m. 
Census: Am. Robin, 32 (762); Am. Goldfinch, 9 
(214); Myrtle Warbler, 5 (119); White-throated 
Sparrow, 3 (71); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 2 (48); 
Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2 (48) ; Carolina Chickadee, 
2 (48); Carolina Wren, 2 (48); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, 2 (48); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (24); 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, 1 (24); Tufted Titmouse, 
1 (24); Winter Wren, 1 (24); Hermit Thrush, 1 
(24); Cardinal, 1 (24); Song Sparrow, 1 (24); 
Pileated Woodpecker, +; Eastern Phoebe, +; Mock- 
ingbird, +; Brown Thrasher, +; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, +; Purple Finch, +; Pine Siskin, +; 
Swamp Sparrow, +. Average Total: 66 birds 
(density, 1574 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: If 
the robins and goldfinches, represented by large flocks 
on only one or two days, are omitted, the corrected 
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density is 598 birds per 100 acres. Also observed 
flying over area but not feeding on it: Black Vulture, 
Red-shouldered Hawk, Eastern Bluebird, Cedar Wax- 
wing, Common Starling, and Red-winged Blackbird. 
The robins and goldfinches obviously ranged over 
territories much larger than the study area, and the 
woodpeckers also seemed to have extensive ranges. 
In general, however, we think that the figures are 
applicable to larger areas, and that they reflect the 
high populations of wintering birds in the floodplain 
forests of central Georgia. Many wood-boring insects 
and a few flying insects were active throughout the 
winter. Sycamore fruits were abundant, providing 
food for the flocking species. Little or no flocking 
was noted among the chickadees and kinglets. The 
census on Dec. 28 was taken by H. Lewis Batts, Jr.; 
and Mary S. Whitney helped with some of the other 
censuses.—EDMUND FARRAR, JR., 184 College St., 
Macon, Ga., and NATHANIEL R. WHITNEY, Jr., 
Qtrs. 1505-A, Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 


18. UPLAND ABANDONED FIELD AND 
HEDGE.—Location: 3 miles northeast of Warner 
Robins, Houston Co., Georgia. Size: 25 acres. De- 
scription of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 6:321. 
Weather: Average temperature for the month of 
January was 50.7°, which is 1.2° above normal. 
Maximum was 77° on Jan. 17 and minimum was 
26° on Jan. 4. Total precipitation for the month 
was 4.09 inches, 0.08 inch above normal. Data from 
U. S. Weather Bureau at Cochran Field. Coverage: 
Dec. 26, 28; Jan: 3, 17, 25,. 30; Be. 1. Total, 
7 trips, averaging about 2 hours each, and distributed 
between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. Census: Vesper Sparrow, 
11 (44); Savannah Sparrow, 9 (36); Eastern 
Meadowlark, 4 (16); Turkey Vulture, 1 (4); Black 
Vulture, 1 (4); Marsh Hawk, 1 (4); Short-eared 
Owl, 1 (4); Eastern Bluebird, 1 (4); Loggerhead 
Shrike, 1 (4); Sparrow Hawk, +; Mockingbird, + ; 
Myrtle Warbler, +; Palm Warbler, +. Average 
Total: 30 birds (density, 120 birds per 100 acres). 
Also seen flying over area, but not feeding in it or 
hunting over it: Killdeer, Mourning Dove, Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, Am. Crow, Am. Robin, Common 
Starling, Purple Grackle, and Am. Goldfinch. 
Remarks: The winter birds used the open grass- 
land more and the small trees less than did the 
breeding birds of the same area. Between 30 and 60 
meadowlarks spent nights on the tract, and could 
be seen arriving at dusk. Twenty Turkey Vultures, 65 
Black Vultures, and several hundred blackbirds 
roosted at night in the swamp forest about a mile 
northeast of the tract, while several hundred robins 
fed in the swamps during the day and flew out over 
the area at dusk. Grass and weed seeds seemed 
abundant, and a few insects were active throughout 
the period. Old-field Mice (Peromyscus polionotus) 
and one Cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus) were noted 
on the area during the census period. Mary S. 
Whitney and Edmund Farrar, Jr. assisted with some 
of the censuses—NATHANIEL R. WHITNEY, JR., 
QOtrs. 1505-A, Robins Air Force Base, Ga. 


19. CLIMAX DECIDUOUS FOREST AND 
EDGE.—Location: California Nature Preserve, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. Size: 35 acres. Description of Area: 
See Audubon Field Notes, 4:298-299. Coverage: 
Dec. 23, 29, 1952; Jan. 5, 12, 20, 26; Feb. 5, 10, 
1953. Total, 8 trips, averaging 11/4 hours each. Cen- 
sus: Carolina Chickadee, 27 (77); Tufted Titmouse, 
20 (57); Downy Woodpecker, 8 (23); Slate-colored 
Junco, 8 (23); Am. Robin, 7 (20); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 5 (14); Cardinal, 5 (14); Am. Crow, 
3 (9); Carolina Wren, 3 (9); Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 2 (5); Eastern Bluebird, 2 (5); Song Spar- 
row, 2 (5); Barred Owl, 1 (3); Yellow-bellied 
Sapsucker, 1 (3); Hairy Woodpecker, 1 (3); Brown 
Creeper, 1 (3); Common Starling, 1 (3); Myrtle 
Warbler, 1 (3); Am. Goldfinch, 1 (3); Blue Jay, 
+; Eastern Towhee, +. Average Total: 99 birds 
(density, 283 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: A small 
feeding station was established about 100 feet be- 
yond the boundary of the census area. I don’t know 
how much effect it had on the population in the 
study tract. It did attract juncos, which were present 
in greater numbers than during the previous two 
years. The natural winter food supply was good, 
beechnuts being especially abundant. During the 
study period the temperature ranged from 12° to 65° 
with a daily mean of 37°. Snow covered the ground 
3 days—PAUL X. HELLMANN, 1911 Arthur Place, 
Cincinnati 25, Ohio. 


20. OAK-MAPLE FOREST AND _ FOREST- 
EDGE.—Location: 6 miles northeast of Champaign, 
Illinois. Size: 55-acre forest plus 1.25 miles of 
forest-edge. Description of Area: See Audubon Field 
Notes, 2:151-152, 1948. Coverage: Dec. 26; Jan. 
10, 17, 29; Feb. 7, 28. Total, 6 trips [1 outside pre- 
scribed period—Ep.}. Party-hours per trip, 2 2/3. 
Census: Forest-Interior Species: Downy Woodpecker, 
12 (22 Tufted Titmouse, 4 (7); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 3 (5); Brown Creeper, 3 (5); Hairy 
Woodpecker, 2 (4); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 
(2); Carolina Wren, 1 (2); Horned Owl, 1 (2); 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 (2). Forest-Edge Species: 
Birds per trip (with individuals per mile in paren- 
theses): Am. Tree Sparrow, 19 (15); Song Spar- 
row, 6 (5); Slate-colored Junco, 5 (4); Yellow- 
shafted Flicker, 4 (3); Blue Jay, 4 (3); House 
Sparrow, 3 (2); Cardinal 2 (2); Mourning Dove, 
1 (1); Red-tailed Hawk, 1 (1); Rough-legged Hawk, 
+; Am. Crow, +; Am. Goldfinch, +. Average 
Total: Forest-Interior: 28 birds (density, 51 birds 
per 100 acres); Forest-Edge: 45 birds (36 birds per 
mile). Remarks: Very interesting this year is the 
marked increase in number of Downy Woodpeckers 
and Tufted Titmice. The number of crows was not 
counted as they seldom stopped in the woods except 
occasionally to mob the owl. Due doubtlessly to the 
mild winter, a single Am. Robin appeared on Jan. 
17 and on succeeding dates there were 1, 2 and 5. 
Likewise, “‘singing’’ Common Starlings were first 
noted on Jan. 17 and on succeeding dates there were 
3, 15, and 21 birds. These two species are not in- 
cluded above in the wintering population.—sS. 
CHARLES KENDEIGH, DOUGLAS JAMES, and CHARLES 
Weise, Champaign, Ill. 
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21. BOTTOMLAND DECIDUOUS FOREST. 
—Location: Thatchers Wood Glen of the Cook 
County Forest Preserve District, River Forest, Illinois. 
Size: 50 acres. Description of Area: A complete 
description of the tract and its vegetation was printed 
in Audubon Field Notes, 4:225. WATER: The river 
was nearly completely frozen during late December 
and early January and was about half frozen during 
the latter half of the census period. Weather: The 
entire winter was abnormally warm. December was 
165 degrees above normal. Normal January daily 
temperature for the month is 24°; this year it was 
29.4°. Extremes for the period were +56° and +2°. 
Precipitation was light. There was no heavy snow 
on the ground at any time. Coverage: Dec. 28; Jan. 
1, 4, 11, 18, 25; Feb. 1, 8. Total, 8 trips. Hours per 
trip averaged 2.8. All trips took place from about 
9 to 12 a.m. Census: Brown Creeper, 11 (22); 
Downy Woodpecker, 11 (22); Black-capped Chicka- 
dee, 10 (20); Cardinal, 9 (18); Slate-colored Junco, 
8 (16); Am. Crow, 6 (12); Song Sparrow, 5 (10); 
Hairy Woodpecker, 3 (6); Tufted Titmouse, 3 (6); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 3 (6); Yellow-shafted 
Flicker, 1 (2); Am. Robin, +; Herring Gull, +; 
Am. Goldfinch, +. Average Total: 70 birds (den- 
sity, 140 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: Two 
Horned Owls which roosted to the south of the 
area were known to have hunted in the census area. 
Pheasant tracks were seen on Jan. 18 and 25. The 
single gull was quite high and was probably a strag- 
gler from Lake Michigan, 8 miles away. Common 
Starlings and House Sparrows seen on the fringe of 
the area were considered to be associated with adja- 
cent residential districts. The weather this winter was 
in complete contrast to that of last winter, the latter 
having been severely cold and having had very heavy 
snows. The only significant difference in the count 
between the two years seems to be an increase this 
season in juncos and Song Sparrows, presumably be- 
cause seeds were so much easier to get at. Complete 
absence of Golden-crowned Kinglets from the area 
was unusual this season. Principal seed foods were 
jumpseed, ragweed and goldenrod.—A. C. Monrta- 
GUE, 417 South Blvd., Oak Park, Ill. 


22. FLOODPLAIN DECIDUOUS FOREST.— 
Location: Edgewood Farm, 3 miles NNE of Fargo 
(P.O.), Cass County, North Dakota. Size: 25 acres. 
Description of Area: Mixed hardwood stand typical 
of river bottoms of this prairie region. The dominant 
trees are Boxelder (Acer negundo), Am. Elm (U/mus 
americana), Basswood (Tilia americana), Green Ash 
(Fraxinus pennsylvanica), and Bur Oak (Quercus 
macrocarpus), with a few shrubby patches of Prickly 
Ash (Zanthoxylum americanum), and some Prunus 
sp. here and there. The annual floods have deposited 
many “‘deadfalls’ particularly on the tip of the 
peninsula. The principal species in the herbaceous 
understory are Burdock (Arctium minus), Tall Cone- 
flower (Rudbeckia laciniata), and Tall Nettle (Urtica 
procera) with an occasional patch of Wolfberry 
(Symphoricarpos occidentalis). In the more open 
areas in the higher part of the peninsula are exten- 
sive patches of Wolfberry and about an equal area 
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of tall grasses and Prairie Thistle (Cirssam undula- 
tum). About six acres on the highest part of the 
peninsula is open or has only scattered trees. (Names 
of plants are taken from O. A. Steven's “Plants of 
North Dakota,’ 1950.) TopoGRAPHY: A peninsula 
bounded by the Red River. The neck of the peninsula 
is less than 400 feet wide at the narrowest point. 
The crown of the peninsula is about 25 feet above 
the normal water level at the highest place, slop- 
ing down on either side to the river. At aver- 
age flow the water level is about 865 feet eleva- 
tion above sea level. EpGe: Similar flood-plain 
vegetation extends along both sides of the river 
in both directions, but is especially extensive in this 
location due to the oxbows in the river. The boundary 
of the study area on three sides is the river, while the 
six-acre open area on the higher ground provides an 
internal edge of about 2500 feet. Weather: This 
was an extremely mild winter for North Dakota with 
little wind and no big storms during the census 
period. The average temperature for January was 
10.4°, which was 3.3° above normal. The highest 
temperature during the census period was 39° while 
the lowest was -10°. January had 3.3 inches of snow 
resulting in 0.37-inch precipitation, 0.23-inch below 
normal. About 6 inches of snow covered the study 
area during the census, with little or no drifting. 
The river was frozen over only once or twice. Cov- 
erage: Jan. 10, 14, 17, 21, 23, 24, 28; Feb. 1, 4, 7. 
Total, 10 trips, averaging 2 hours each. Census: 
Black-capped Chickadee, 8 (32); Common Redpoll, 
4 (16); White-breasted Nuthatch, 2 (8); Downy 
Woodpecker, 1 (4); Brown Creeper, 1 (4); Purple 
Finch, 1 (4); Horned Owl, +; Blue Jay, +; Am. 
Goldfinch, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +. Average Total: 
17 birds (density, 68 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Several association groups were noted. Chickadees 
usually appeared to be in about three different lo- 
cality groups ranging in size from 2 to 9. Other 
species sometimes found loosely associated with the 
chickadees were Downy Woodpecker, White-breasted 
Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, and Am. Goldfinch. Red- 
polls occurred in groups of 2 to 20 and on one 
occasion a nuthatch was seen in the same vicinity as 
6 redpolls. Purple Finches occurred in groups of 2 
and 3 on the two times recorded and near the former 
group was a nuthatch. Three-species groups observed 
were: 4 chickadees, 2 Downy Woodpeckers, and 2 
nuthatches, once; 4 chickadees, 2 goldfinch, and 1 
Brown Creeper, once. One Hairy Woodpecker, and 
a group of 6 Blue Jays were seen near the study 
area. Red Squirrels, Fox Squirrels and Cottontails 
were recorded on the area during censuses. The 
authors divided census duties, working together only 
three times. They were assisted once each by Ted 
Erickson, Ken McFadden, and Gordon Peterson.— 
J. FRANK CassEL and PAUL A. JOHNSGARD, Zoology 
Department, North Dakota Institute for Regional 
Studies, N. Dak. Agricultural College, Fargo, N. Dak. 


23. PASTURE AND WOODED BORDER.— 
Location: On East Mitchell Rd. 0.9 miles east of 
Belt Highway Routes #71 and 169 outside of St. 


Joseph, Missouri. Size: 9.09 acres (880 x 50 yds 
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measured). Description of Area: Same area des- 
cribed in Audubon Field Notes, 6:322-323. Coverage: 
Dec. 13 (2), 1952; Jan. 11, 24, 26; Feb. 4, 15, 
1953. Total, 7 trips [3 outside of prescribed period 
—Ep.}, averaging 1 hour each. Census: House 
Sparrow, 55 (605); Common Starling, 10 (110); 
Horned Lark, 5 (55); Slate-colored Junco, 4 (44); 
Brown-headed Cowbird, 4 (44); (Western 7) 
Meadowlark, 3 (33); Black-capped Chickadee, 3 
(33); Am. Tree Sparrow, 3 (33); Song Sparrow, 2 
(22); Harris's Sparrow, 1 (11); Am. Crow, 1 (11); 
Rock Dove, 1 (11); Cardinal, 1 (11); Tufted Tit- 
mouse, +; Red-tailed Hawk, +; Am. Goldfinch, +. 
Average Total: 93 birds (density, 1023 birds per 
100 acres). Remarks: Fifty head of cattle and 10 
hogs were being fed in a pasture extending 1/3 of 
the length of the area on one side of the road. This 
accounted for the large number of House Sparrows 
and Common Starlings seen only in this part. This 
was a milder winter than usual for this area, with 
very little snow on the ground. The lowest temperature 
was 5° F. The winter food suffered as a result of a 
marked drought in the late summer.—GorDON C. 
SAUER, M.D. 2620 Francis St., St. Joseph, Mo. 


24. UPLAND PINE AND PINE-OAK WOOD- 
LAND.—Location: About 2.5 miles northeast of El 
Dorado, Union County, Arkansas. SW14 SW1%4 Sec. 
2 T17S R15W; averaging 100 yards north of present 
U. S. Highway 167, which is being relocated to be 
north of area. Size: 23.2 acres, about square with 
the northeast corner missing, to average around 330 
yards on a side. Area laid out with rope and compass 
Description of Area: This area, a portion of a 361- 
acre tract owned by Lion Oil Company, is under a 
forest management program in cooperation with the 
Soil Conservation Service of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture and is east and south of the area in the 
same tract previously censused (see Audubon Field 
Notes, 5:323 and 6:225). The program objectives in 
addition to gradual complete conversion to pineland 
are to: (a) thin to diameter + 6-inch spacing, (b) 
remove 5 crop trees per acre each 5-year period, (c) 
eliminate cull hardwoods, and (d) plant to pine in 
areas where needed. Pine seedlings were planted in 
the summer of 1951 between existing young pines and 
in a small grassland area, both in the northwest por- 
tion and totaling about 25% of the census area. Thin- 
ning, initial removal of crop trees, and partial re- 
moval of cull hardwoods was carried out in the fall 
of 1951 to include approximately the eastern one- 
third and in 1952 to include the remainder of the 
area censused. Present plans are for these portions to 
remain undisturbed until 1956. The area at present, as 
found in many pine-oak woodland tracts in southern 
Arkansas which have not had time to become estab- 
lished under an active forest management program, 
consists of the following different habitats: (a) 42% 
oak-pine area with sparse understory of young tree re- 
production and Hop-hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana) ; 
(b) 23% of somewhat open young Loblolly Pines 
with pine seedlings planted between, young Persim- 
mon, and small areas of blackberries (Rubus sp.); 
(c) 18% mature Loblolly Pine with few scattered 


Shortleaf Pine (Pinus echinata), with understory 
mostly absent except for scattered areas of young 
Sweet Gum, 2-6 feet tall, and occasional small patches 
of blackberries; (d) 17% dense Loblolly Pine re- 
production, spaced 3 to 5 feet apart, and from 1 to 4 
inches diameter and 8 to 25 feet tall, with from 3 to 
5 mature Loblolly Pine trees of 15 to 20 inches di- 
ameter per acre, and an average of four 10-inch 
diameter Sweet Gum trees per acre, (€) 4% of grass- 
land with scattered young pine and which has been 
planted to pine seedlings. Scattered throughout as a 
result of the cuttings are tree tops which also repre- 
sent openings in the canopy. The ground is covered 
with pine needles in the mature and dense pine sec- 
tions, with scattered herbs and grasses, the latter 
chiefly Uniola sessiliflora. The ground cover in the 
open young pine as in the grassland sections is quite 
uniformly grass, with several species such as Broom- 
sedge (Andropogon virginicus), Triple Awn (Aris- 
tida sp.) and Panicum sp. dominant in central part. 
Results of six Y4-acre tree counts spaced over the 
area follow to estimate the maximum variation in tree 
composition and size: 


Tree Composition, Number, and Size Distribution 








Sweet- 
Oak- bay 

Type (trees over 4-in. DBH) Pine* Oak Swamp 
Percentage of total area * * 70% 23% 3% 
Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) ........ 25 3 
Water Oak (Quercus nigra) ....... 14 13 
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) ...... 11 3 17 
Sweetbay ( Magnolia virginiana) ee 11 37 
Sweet Gum (Liquidambar styraciflua) s 22 21 


Cherry-Bark Oak (Q. pagoda) ..... 








Carolina Beech (Fagus grandifolia) 5 19 4 
Willow Oak (Q. phellos) ........ 4 2 
Chestnut Oak (Q. primus) ....... 4 16 ~ 
[ronwood ( Carpinus caroliniana) 3 6 2 
Hickory (Carya sp.) ........ £6 2 3 2 
Hop-hornbeam (Ostrya virginiana) .. 6 
Maple (Acer rubrum) ....ce000.:; 3 6 
Bald Cypress (Taxodinm distichum 3 
Pe. NE Sie oa en ees 5 5 1 
Toral 100% 100% 100% 
Trees per acre, 4 inch or over DBH 190 124 182 
Trees per acre, 14-4 inch DBH .... 47 44 48 
i ef. 2 2 eer erry rere 17 16 4 
Size Distribution 
Le ee ee 21% 25 % 20% 
SS ee ee ee re 33 20 27 
Re MN Gig. 6 ira ia os Kar wee 24 37 25 
Ss eee 15 16 26 
Over 16 inches 7 2 2 
Total 100% 100% 100% 


Average of 4 counts. ; 
Does not include about 2° of area open from complete 
tree removal to bring total to 100%. 


Understory and herbs are similar to those described 
for the area to the south (Audubon Field Notes, 
5:323), with in addition some concentration of vines 
(Vitis sp. and Berchemia scandens) found in the oak 
area bordering the creek. Scientific names from Gray's 
Manual of Botany, 8th edition. EDGE: Bounding the 
west, 425 yards, is a creek dredged probably in the 
early 1930's to average 20 feet in width from bank 
to bank. Area to the west of the creek and bordering 
30% of the north boundary is oak woods as in the 
western part of the census area. Still farther to the 
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west at a variable distance estimated from 150 to 450 
yards is an open field. The central 40% of the north 
boundary is a wooded swampy tract similar to the 
Sweetbay swamp of the area, the elevation of the 
land increasing eastward to become oak-pine and 
finally for the last 20% of the north boundary be- 
coming a dense pine reproduction area with pines 
20 to 30 feet tall. Thirty per cent, the northern part, 
of the eastern boundary is mature pine woodland with 
an estimated concentration of 75% pine. Bounding 
the east for the balance and also the southern bound- 
ary is woodland similar to that of the census area. 
The location of the nearest edge of the 120-foot 
right-of-way of the relocated U. S. Highway 167 is 
60 yards from the SE corner of the census tract, the 
highway being at about a 45° angle to the east and 
south boundaries. TOPOGRAPHY: Approximate eleva- 
tion, 200 feet, with the highest point at the northeast 
corner of the area, the land sloping for around 100 
yards westward and 80 yards southward to level out 
to become creek bottomland. Drainage is generally 
westward, with four of the six sloughs, however, 
running N-S but with their outlets westward to the 
creek. The western half of the area is subjected to 
creek overflows after prolonged heavy rainfall, some 
years 4 to 5 times in the winter and early spring. 
Scattered beech knolls are within the area. Weather: 
See Census No. 24, with temperature variations from 
36° to 60° F. and average 44°. Coverage: Dec. 27, 
29; Jan. 1, 3, 10, 17, 18, 24; Feb. 1, 7. Ten trips, 
between 6 a.m. and 4 p.m., averaging 1.6 hours 
each. Census: White-throated Sparrow, 19 (95); 
Eastern Towhee, 14 (70); Purple Grackle (Bronzed), 
8 (40); Am. Goldfinch, 6 (30); Tufted Titmouse, 
5 (25); Carolina Chickadee, 4 (20); Winter Wren, 
3 (15); Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2 (10); Downy 
Woodpecker, 2 (10); Carolina Wren, 2 (10); 
Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (5); Yellow-bellied Sap- 
sucker, 1 (5); Blue Jay, 1 (5); White-breasted Nut- 
hatch, 1 (5); Brown-headed Nuthatch, 1 (5); Brown 
Thrasher, 1 (5); Am. Robin, 1 (5); Hermit Thrush, 
1 (5); Myrtle Warbler, 1 (5); Rusty Blackbird, 1 
(5); Cardinal, 1 (5); Slate-colored Junco, 1 (5); 
Fox Sparrow, 1 (5); Song Sparrow, 1 (5); Turkey 
Vulture, +; Red-shouldered Hawk, +; Belted King- 
fisher, +; Pileated Woodpecker, +; Brown Creeper, 
+; Golden-crowned Kinglet, +; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, +; Pine Warbler, +; Swamp Sparrow, +. 
Average Total: 79 birds (density, 397 birds per 100 
acres). Excluding the blackbirds the average density 
was 352 birds per 100 acres. Remarks: The brush 
tops from the cutting in the summer of 1951 at- 
tracted White-throated Sparrows, Eastern Towhees, 
and Winter Wrens. In addition to the Purple Grackles 
and Rusty Blackbirds, found feeding on one trip, 
flocks were noted flying over the area during five 
other coverages but were not included in the av- 
erages. Large areas of woodland some miles away 
from the census area became burned over in south 
Arkansas last fall because of severe drought condi- 
tions ARNOLD J. HoIBERG and JOHN A. HOIBERG, 
Rt. 3, Box 226, El Dorado, Ark. 
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25. SOUTHERN OAK-PINE STREAM BOT. 
TOMLAND.—Location: Approximately 2.5 miles 
NE of El Dorado, Union County, Arkansas. NE, 
SEY, Sec. 3 T17S R15W. This borders the north of 
the area described in Audubon Field Notes, 5:323 
and 6:225, which has been abandoned because of a 
new location of U. S. Highway 167 running through 
diagonally. Size: 19.9 acres, approximately square 
except for the creek boundary on the west running 
NW to add a triangular area. Average around 300 
yards square, laid out with rope and compass. De- 
scription of Area: 75% of this area is in the tract 
under a forest management program (see Census No. 
24) with objectives the same. Initial harvesting, 
thinning, and removal of cull hardwoods took place 
in the late summer of 1951, the area now expected 
to remain undisturbed until 1956. The remaining 
25% bordering the creek is similar woodland, but 
was logged in 1949 with heavier removal of salable 
trees, with the pines almost completely removed. In 
this latter a space of 1/3 acre left open is now heavily 
overgrown with blackberries (Rubus sp.), Common 
Elder (Sambucus canadensis), and young Sweet Gum. 
Within the area are six shallow sloughs bordered by 
trees or containing tree growth to present but little 
break in the canopy, the widest slough being 20 feet. 
After periods of heavy rainfall the water surface is 
estimated at about 3%, shrinking after periods of 
prolonged drought to one slough and less than 1% 
of the area. A permanently swampy section covers 
approximately one acre in the north various areas. 
Results of 5 tree counts over selected 14-acre areas 
follow to describe the first three of the above habitats. 


Tree Composition, Number, and Size Distribution 





Oak- Open 
Pine Mature Young 


Type (Trees over 4-in. DBH) Area* Pine Pine 











Loblolly Pine (Pinus taeda) ...... 34% 90% 89% 
Southern Red Oak (Quercus falcata) 25 -—— — 
ge Sa ae =) ee 17 3 — 
Blackjack Oak (Q. marilandica) .... 7 — — 
Sweet Gum (Liguidambar styraciflua) 5 7 — 
Black Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) Ba 3 — _— 
mete GH UE OR) cc icicccesss 3 -- a 
Water Ck (0. @igva) occccccces 3 = —— 
Persimmon (Diospyros virginiana) _— — 11 
WEISG. EOMDEWOOEE 4 65.0.0 00 50 65%%00% 3 —_ — 
Toral 100% 100% 100% 
Trees per acre, 4 inch or over DBH 200 120 188 
Trees per acre, 14-4 inch DBH .. 37 16 136 
po a a re 8 40 0 
Size distribution 
SM NEE fa.i5 56 50a. 8 Osa. ajarn. sieves 15% 7% 61% 
AD sink or ar 6s. 0 oar a ere 53 8 8 
en ON 6 2h atarz as Sted a ache 15 39 1 
ee IR hey fae D0 Rinne a eS 14 36 0 
ge | 3 0 0 
Total 100% 100% 100% 


Average of 3 counts. 


Scientific names from Gray’s Manual of Botany, 8th 
edition. EpGE: Bounded on the north by 50% grass- 
land with scattered young pine, which was planted in 
pine seedlings in the summer of 1951, the grassland 
extending north at a maximum to 225 feet and run- 
ning into dense pine reproduction up to 30 feet tall 
with scattered mature pines. The remainder of the 
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northern boundary is 30% dense pine reproduction 
and 20% young oak of 3-8 inch diameter. The east- 
ern boundary is mature pine with a tongue of grass- 
land approximately 100 feet wide extending south 
for half the boundary with the nearest edge at a dis- 
tance of around 100 feet from the census area. A 
power transmission line with a cleared area about 
50 feet wide at an angle about 35° with the eastern 
edge approaches to within 40 feet of the SE corner 
of the area. The boundary on the south is mature 
pineland and mixed oak-pine with the present high- 
way running east-west at an average distance of 100 
yards south. The western boundary is 30% dense 
pine reproduction extending into mature pine at 100 
feet, and 50% open young pine extending into mature 
pine-oak at around 100 feet, and 20% mature hard- 
wood-pine. TOPOGRAPHY: Approximate average ele- 
vation 220 feet, with land sloping from the northern 
and the southern boundaries to a natural drainage 
valley running generally west at an average distance 
of 100 yards from the southern boundary to drain to 
a creek bottomland west of the area, the proportion 
and size of hardwoods increasing westward along the 
creek. One and one-third sites for crude oil storage 
tanks are included in the northern portion of the 
area, the tanks having been removed in the early 
1940's and the site areas and fire walls, approximately 
300 feet in diameter, now contain young pines. One 
of the tank sites is not well drained and with heavy 
rainfall a portion becomes a shallow pond, with 
about 1/5 acre in the census area. Weather: The 
winter period has been mild without snow or the 
ground becoming frozen during the period of census. 
Temperatures recorded during the hours of census 
showed the variation to be from 41° to 58° F., with 
an average of 49°. Coverage: Dec. 28, 31; Jan. 2, 
4, 10, 17, 23, 31; Feb. 7. Total, 9 trips, between 
5 a.m. and 4 p.m., averaging 1.3 hours each. Census: 
Slate-colored Junco, 15 (65); Carolina Chickadee, 
4 (17); Brown-headed Nuthatch, 4 (17); Blue Jay, 
2 (9); Tufted Titmouse, 2 (9); Carolina Wren, 2 
(9); Yellow-shafted Flicker, 1 (4); Red-bellied 
Woodpecker, 1 (4); Downy Woodpecker, 1 (4); 
Winter Wren, 1 (4); Golden-crowned Kinglet, 1 
(4); Myrtle Warbler, 1 (4); Pine Warbler, 1 (4); 
Purple Grackle (Bronzed), 1 (4); Am. Goldfinch, 
1 (4); Turkey Vulture, +; Black Vulture, +; Red- 
shouldered Hawk, +; Barred Owl, +; Hairy Wood- 
pecker, +; Am. Crow, +; Brown Creeper, +; Her- 
mit Thrush, +; Eastern Bluebird, +; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, +; Loggerhead Shrike, +; Cardinal, +; 
Purple Finch, +; Field Sparrow, +; White-throated 
Sparrow, +. Average Total: 38 birds (density, 164 
birds per 100 acres). Remarks: The Pine Warblers 
were present only during the last two trips and were 
singing at this time. Brown-headed Nuthatches were 
seen on 4 of the coverages, and were in loose flocks 
of 9, 11, and 12 individuals, a single only being 
found on Feb. 7th. The Field Sparrow seemed to have 
an injured foot and was flushed on two days from 
a grass area. The shrike was noted once near the 
northern boundary in an open area.—ARNOLD J. 
HoIBeRG and JOHN A. HoIBeErG, Rt. 3, Box 226, 
El Dorado, Ark. 


26. LIGHTLY GRAZED BRACKISH MARSH. 
—Location: Sabine National Wildlife Refuge, Cam- 
eron Parish, Louisiana. Size: 48.5 acres. Description 
of Area: Principal vegetation was Spartina patens, 
Paspalum lividum and Spartina spartinae; fully de- 
scribed in 1952 (Audubon Field Notes, 6:226). Wa- 
ter level was approximately the same as in 1952. 
Dead stalks of Coffee Bean (Sesbania exaltata), 6 to 
8 feet tall, covered about 30 per cent of the area in 
1953; this part of the study area was used by com- 
paratively few birds, although the increase in Short- 
billed Marsh Wrens and Myrtle Warblers appeared 
due in part to this change in the habitat. Ten per 
cent of the study area had been burned in the fall 
of 1952; this was responsible for the increase in 
geese. EpGe: Same as last year. Weather: Drought 
conditions prevailed during the fall, but by late De- 
cember water levels were restored. The January pre- 
cipitation of 0.88 inch was 3.37 inches below the 
average of the past 14 years. Extreme temperatures 
during the census period were 42° and 71°; ex- 
tremes for the month of January, 1953, were 31° 
and 75°. Coverage: Complete daylight coverage, Feb. 
2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7. Total, 6 trips, usually starting be- 
tween 7 and 8 a.m. and averaging 2 hours, 23 min- 
utes each. Also, frequent coverage of parts of the area 
at other times of the day. Total of 30 hours on the 
area between 6:25 a.m. and 7 p.m. Census: Red- 
winged Blackbird, 132 (272); Water Pipit, 97 
(200); Wilson’s Snipe, 53 (109); Mallard, 40 
(83); Boat-tailed Grackle, 36 (74); Savannah Spar- 
row, 33 (68); Killdeer, 16 (33); Swamp Sparrow, 
14 (29); Short-billed Marsh Wren, 11 (23); East- 
ern Meadowlark, 9 (19); Blue Goose, 8 (16); 
Myrtle Warbler, 6 (12); Mottled Duck, 4 (8); 
Canada Goose, 2 (4); Snow Goose, 1 (2); Black 
Duck, 1 (2); Green-winged Teal, 1 (2); Sparrow 
Hawk, 1 (2); Virginia Rail, 1 (2); Common Star- 
ling, 1 (2); Song Sparrow, 1 (2); Am. Bittern, +; 
Pintail, +; Turkey Vulture, +; Red-tailed Hawk, 
+; Marsh Hawk, +; Greater Yellow-legs, +; Fish 
Crow, +; Am. Robin, +; Loggerhead Shrike, +; 
Common Yellowthroat, +; Seaside Sparrow, +. 
Average Total: 468 (density, 965 birds per 100 
acres). Also observed flying over several times but 
not feeding on the area: Great Blue Heron, Black- 
crowned Night Heron, Double-crested Cormorant. 
Remarks: During the six-day period, 234 birds were 
trapped and banded on the census area. Since no bait 
was used the trapping is not believed to have had any 
appreciable effect on the wintering populations. Sub- 
sequent retrappings of banded birds and sight observa- 
tions of the proportion of birds wearing bands re- 
vealed that the Water Pipits, Red-winged Blackbirds 
and Boat-tailed Grackles ranged over an area much 
larger than the study area. Evidently coming from 
roosting places to the north of the area, the pipits 
fed gradually across the area from north to south dur- 
ing the morning. During the first four days, 106 
Water Pipits were banded. Observations during the 
next two days showed one banded bird present for 
each 6 without bands. This suggests that the entire 
flock may have numbered over 600 birds, although 
115 was the largest number seen at one time, and 97 
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the average number recorded per trip. The Red- 
winged Blackbirds and Boat-tailed Grackles showed 
a greater tendency to feed in a restricted area. Forty- 
nine Red-wings were banded during the first four 
days. An estimated population of 200 birds, based 
on observations of banded birds, compares favorably 
with the maximum number recorded on a census 
trip, 181. Both the Red-wings and the Boat-tailed 
Grackles ranged over an area of approximately 100 
acres during the day, but roosted elsewhere at night. 
Savannah Sparrows, Eastern Meadowlarks and Swamp 
Sparrows had feeding territories of just a few acres; 
all subsequent records of banded birds were within 
200 yards of the place of banding. The Seaside Spar- 
row, although not seen except when it was trapped, 
may have been present throughout the period. Green- 
winged Teal fed on the area only at night; the other 
ducks were noted regularly at night but only in small 
numbers during the day. Blue and Snow Geese fed 
both by day and by night, as did the Wilson’s Snipe. 
A male Sparrow Hawk, which was present contin- 
uously, did not tolerate the presence of the Logger- 
head Shrike and was seen several times to drive it 
from the area; a female Sparrow Hawk was banded 
on the area but was not seen before or since. The 
Am. Robin was seen only once, in a dense fog—evi- 
dently lost; the nearest suitable habitat is several 
miles away. Short-billed Marsh Wrens are believed 


to be more numerous than the average figures indi- 
cate; up to 21 were recorded on one trip on a calm 
morning, but counts of only 5 or 6 individuals on 
three less favorable days brought the average down to 
11 individuals. The same applies to a lesser extent to 
the Swamp Sparrow, which had a maximum of 23, a 
single low count of 6, and an average of 14. I am 
indebted to Refuge Manager V. L. Childs and Biolo- 
gist R. R. Rudolph for weather data and for other 
courtesies extended during the period of this study. — 
CHANDLER S. RosBBINS, Patuxent Research Refuge, 
Laurel, Md. 


27. WESTERN PLAINS—COTTONWOOD. 
WILLOW RIVERBOTTOM.—tThe following is a 
comparative study of winter bird-populations in five 
north-central Colorado plains cottonwood riverbot- 
toms, including a five-year resume for one of the 
areas. Detailed descriptions for the areas are given 
in Audubon Field Notes, 3:192, 1949 (Area I) and 
6:228-229, 1952 (Areas II-V), while the population 
data have all been included in a table. 

I. Location: Along Cache la Poudre River, 2.5 
miles southeast of Ft. Collins, Colorado. Size: 33 
acres. Description of Area: Because a five-year re- 
capitulation is being made of this area’s bird popula- 
tions, it is worth reviewing the important physical 
factors affecting the woodland during the period: 


Area No. 27. North End During the Winter of 1948-49, Showing the 
Development of Brush and Woodland. The River Is Out of Sight to the 
Left. The Area Pictured Is One of the More Open Spots in the Riverbottom. 
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COMPARATIVE CENSUS: COTTONWOOD-WILLOW COMMUNITY 


(Arranged according to cosmopolitan distribution and overall population density. Figures in 
first four columns are density figures. ) 

















Area Number I I I I I | II III IV V 
Size of area in acres: > 3 33 3 33 | 25 14 25 14 
Year: 1949 °50 '51 '52 1953 | 1953 1953 1953 1953 
Am. Tree Sparrow .... 12 3 + 3 14 (42) 22 (88) 29 (207) 10 (40) 34 (243) 
Oregon Junco ..... .. 6 30 24 9 1 (3 5 (20) 18 (129) 2 (8) 10 (71) 
Am. Magpie ..... ‘se Ee 21 21 18 (6 7 (28) 1 (7) + 1 (7) 
Black-capped Chickadee 15 15 15 15 4 (12) 5 (20) 1 (7) : «© 2 (14) 
Red-shafted Flicker ... 3 9 12 6 2 (6) 1 (4) 1 (7) 1 (4) + 
Downy Woodpecker bd 3 3 3 os a 1 (4) oe 1 (4) 1 (7) 
Song Sparrow Woh sy ey Brn zr 6 36 3 8 (24) 5 (20) 2 (14) 5 (20) — 
Am. Goldfinch ....... — 12 3; — os 2 (8) + 1 (4) 1 (7) 
Marsh Hawk ........ 3 + + + 1 (4) — — + 
Red-winged Blackbird. + 24 18 18 61 (185) ] 29 (116) — -— — 
Mallard . ee ac 3 3 12 24 8 (24) 4 (164) — — — 
Ring-necked Pheasant.. 9 3 6 3 1 (3) ] — — — + 
Western Meadowlark .. 3 + 3 5 2 (6) ] (4) — — — 
White-crowned Sparrow + 6 30 — 5 £15) _— + — — 
Slate-colored Junco 3 6 _— —_- — 1 (4) 2 (14) — -— 
House Finch —_— a —_— 3 1 (3) _ — — 2 (14) 
Killdeer ..... —_ 3 3 3 2 (G6) = — — 
Brown Creeper 3 - 3 6 — -- = _ -— 
Common Starling , + + 70 — 1 (4) — — — 
Horned Lark ........ —_ — + + 1 (3) 1 (4) — -- — 
Great Blue Heron .... + = 3 oe oa -— — -— — 
Belted Kingfisher .... + + — + 1 (3) — — — — 
Ce 2 —- -- + — + —- —- -- — 
Hairy Woodpecker .... + — + 4+ — —- _ - — 
Wilson's Snipe reer --- — — oo 5 (15) — - = - — 
Roce BIOVE: 6. kc cees 3 - 3 ~- 1 (3) — — -— — 
Red-tailed Hawk ..... — + + — 1 (3) ] — -- — — 
Rough-legged Hawk .. + — — — — — —_ a — 
Golden Eagle ........ — a + —- — — — + — 
Prairie Falcon ....... —_ — + + —- - — — 
Am. Robin a - + — — — — — 
Pintail 5 ss air vec = -= 12 3 —_ — — — —_ 
Pine Siskin ......... — + —- —- — _- — —- 1 (7) 
Ferruginous Hawk .... + — + — -= — _- — 
AiO: TOW caéwskiass —_- — oe = —- — ~- 
House Sparrow ...... — — os — + = — ~- — 
Gray-headed Junco ... — — + — — + — — 
Am. W idgeon cece oie — oe — 1 (3) — oa o— — 
Green-winged Teal ... — 6 —- —- — — — — — 
Rusty Blackbird ...... —- -—- —- — 2 (6)] — — — — 
Horned Owl .. (ia5, = aaa sata med —~ 1 (4) oo sone ase 
Brewer's Blackbird ... — 3 —- =—- = — — —_ — 
Cooper's Hawk ...... — — — — - — — -— -— 
Swainson’s Hawk .... — + —- — — —- — _- —_— 
Ring-billed Gull ..... — —_ — _ _- - ~- — -— 
Short-eared Owl ..... — _ — —- — — — — — 
Mountain Chickadee .. — + — — — -= _- —- — 
White-breasted Nuthatch — — + — — — —_— — — 
Golden-crow ned Kinglet came - — + ae aaa = = — 
Gray Shrike ......... i: -— —- - om _ —_ — — 
Evening Grosbeak .... — — + — — -- — -- — 
Average total: ...... 38 51 69 62 125 87 54 21 52 
Density per 100 acres: 114 153 207 188 373 348 386 84 272 
Total species: ..... 27 30 33 26 26 18 14 11 11 
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Area No. 27. North End During the Winter of 1952-53, Showing Extent of 

Destruction to the Woodland. This Photograph Was Taken from Approxi- 

mately the Same Point as the Earlier Photograph, the Line of Trees in the 

Background Being the Same in the Two Pictures. These Particular Trees 
Border the River. 


1949—Mean temperature, 14° (-28° to 51°). Ground 
covered with up to 2 feet of drifted snow through- 
out the census period. Continuous cold weather, wind, 
snow storms and blizzards. Worst local weather in 
many years. 1950—Mean temperature, 26° (-19° to 
67°). Little precipitation. Brush areas damaged by 
overgrazing. 1951—-Mean temperature 24° (-41° to 
70°). The period was marked by extreme variations 
in temperature, -41° being a record low. Snowfall was 
8 inches, covering ground for two brief spells. Several 
of the large cottonwoods had been felled by wind 
storms and undergrowth was still sparse, due to con- 
tinued grazing. 1952—Mean temperature, 27° (-13° 
to 57°). Little precipitation, although nearby moun- 
tains had heaviest snowfall in years. Continued graz- 
ing and high winds have decreased habitat potential 
even more. The area had been flooded during pre- 
vious summer. 1953—Mean temperature, 34° (-10° 
to 68°). 3.7 inches of snow, covering ground but 
a few days. Warmest January on record. In Decem- 
ber of 1952 the north 25 acres of this area were 
cleared of vegetation and leveled, the uprooted trees 
and brush being piled along the river bank where 
a few standing trees remained. Earlier the river bed 
had been widened, leaving much shallower water 
and more mud flats than in previous years. Coverage: 
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Dec. 24, 30; Jan. 8, 15, 22; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips, 
averaging one hour each. 

II. Location: Along Cache la Poudre River, 2 
miles southwest of Windsor. Size: 25 acres. De- 
scription of Area: As in 1952. Coverage: Dec. 21, 
28; Jan. 4, 11, 20; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips, averaging 
one hour each. 

III. Location: Along Spring Creek at the entrance 
to Spring Canyon, 4 miles southwest of Ft. Collins. 
Size: 14 acres. Description of Area: Same as last 
year except as follows: some cattle grazing and 
trampling has taken place; the west end of the creek 
bed was artificially widened at the expense of the 
surrounding vegetation; and several of the old cotton- 
woods have been wind-felled. Shrubs, especially 
Chokecherry, bore poor fruit crops. Coverage: Dec. 
21, 27; Jan. 4, 11, 20; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips, averag- 
ing one hour each. 

IV. Location: Along North Poudre Ditch, 4 miles 
northwest of Waverly. Size: 25 acres. Description 
of Area: Same as last year except that much of the 
western half of area, including dense stands of Rab- 
bit Brush, some willows and cottonwoods, has been 
destroyed to make way for a new irrigation ditch. 
Coverage: Dec. 22, 31; Jan. 9, 18, 27; Feb. 1. Total, 
6 trips, averaging one hour each. 
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V. Location: Along an unnamed creek at the en- 
trance to Rist canyon, 1.5 miles northwest of Belle- 
vue. Size: 14 acres. Description of Area: Same as 
last year. Along the same creek one mile to the 
northeast is the Sedimentary Foothills Brushland re- 
ported in Census No. 29. Coverage: Dec. 22, 27; 
Jan. 9, 18, 27; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips, averaging one 
hour each. 

Remarks: Because the intent of this study is to 
evaluate the typical winter bird-populations of the 
cottonwood-willow community in north-central Colo- 
rado, the data in the accompanying table have been 
arranged in terms of frequency of occurrence, con- 
sidering together both the five different areas and 
the five years of work in the one area. The five-year 
history of Area I reflects a typical, though unfortu- 
nate, cycle for much of this habitat in western United 
States. During the winter of 1948-49, the woodland 
was in a state little disturbed by man in recent years, 
with undergrowth, especially Wolfberry, being luxu- 
riant. Subsequently, the area was opened to grazing 
and the vegetation was progressively destroyed, culmi- 
nating in man-made destruction of most of the wood- 
land in 1953. Secondary population factors have in- 
cluded the widening of the river bed in 1952 and 
annual weather conditions, especially the extremes 
encountered. As the table shows, woodland birds 
(i.e., woodpeckers, Red-shafted Flicker, Am. Magpie, 
chickadees, Brown Creeper and juncos) have tended 
to decrease, as have brushland birds (Song Sparrow, 
Am. Tree Sparrow, Ring-necked Pheasant). Shore- 
birds (Wilson’s Snipe and Killdeer) have increased, 
as have grassland birds (Western Meadowlark, 
Horned Lark). The high density of Song, Am. Tree 
and White-crowned Sparrows (Gambel’s) in 1953 
is due to the fact that felled trees and other vegeta- 
tion piled along the river bank have created an excel- 
lent artificial ‘‘brushland” habitat for these species. 
By next winter this cover, as well as the few standing 
trees, will have been removed, and the census should 
predominate in grassland and aquatic species. In con- 
sidering the five-year population figures, it is inter- 
esting to note the stability exhibited by populations 
of two permanent residents, the Am. Magpie and 
Black-capped Chickadee. The Red-shafted Flicker, 
another permanent resident, has, on the other hand, 
shown considerable variation. With respect to studies 
of the five cottonwood groves in 1953, the dominant 
species are much as in 1952, with the Am. Tree Spar- 
rows being unusually abundant this winter. All areas 
except II showed a population density increase over 
1952; areas IV and V showed species increases as 
well, despite the fact the IV underwent partial de- 
struction. Transient flocks of Red-winged Blackbirds 
increased population densities in areas I and II out 
of proportion to their true relationship to the com- 
munity. The high density of juncos in the two foot- 
hills groves (III and V) as compared with low den- 
sities in plains groves is probably a reflection of mild 
mountain weather which failed to force birds onto the 
plains. This may also explain absence of Mountain 
Chickadees and Brown Creepers. Species association 
groups were present in all areas, being especially well 
developed in II, III and V. Indeed, the population 


increase in area V was almost entirely due to the 
presence of a large species association group. In 
general, the winter birds exhibited most activity at 
about nine o'clock and during sunny periods, the 
least around noon and during overcast or windy 
periods. The Rusty Blackbird was the only rare 
species encountered. Weather conditions are as re- 
ported in the Fort Collins city cemetery report (No. 
30 ).—RICHARD G. BEIDLEMAN, Zoology Dept., Colo- 
rado A & M College, Ft. Collins, Colo. 


28. SEDIMENTARY FOOTHILLS, BRUSH- 
LAND.—Location: Two miles northwest of Belle- 
vue, Larimer County, Colorado. Size: 25 acres. De- 
scription of Area: See Audubon Field Notes, 5:238- 
239. Coverage: Dec. 22, 27; Jan. 9, 18, 27; Feb. 1. 
Total, 6 trips, averaging one hour each. Census: 
Am. Tree Sparrow, 125 (500); Am. Goldfinch, 9 
(36); Song Sparrow, 3 (12); Ring-necked Pheasant, 
2 (8); Red-shafted Flicker, 2 (8); Black-capped 
Chickadee, 2 (8); Horned Lark, 1 (4); House 
Finch, 1 (4); White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s), 
1 (4); Red-tailed Hawk, +; Downy Woodpecker, 
+; Am. Magpie, +; Oregon Junco, +. Average 
Total: 146 birds (density, 584 birds per 100 acres). 
Remarks: This area had been subjected to heavy 
floods, high winds and grazing during 1951, with a 
resulting population decrease of 60% over 1950-51 
in last winter's study. This winter the vegetation 
showed a tremendous recovery, especially weed 
growth which, even more extensive than in 1950-51, 
was almost impenetrable and in some sections stood 
higher than a man’s head. Shrubs had made less re- 
covery, still producing relatively little fruit. The 
increased cover and weed seed food, together with the 
lack of snow on the ground, accounted for the abun- 
dance of Am. Tree Sparrows and Song Sparrows. The 
dearth of fruit probably accounted for the absence 
of Am. Robins, wintering here commonly before the 
flood. Species on the increase since last year’s low 
include the Ring-necked Pheasant, Red-shafted Flick- 
er, Black-capped Chickadee, House Finch and Am. 
Tree Sparrow. Am. Magpies showed a marked de- 
cline. There was some grazing by cattle and horses 
in the area but not to a destructive degree. Weather 
conditions are as in the Fort Collins city cemetery re- 
port.—RICHARD G. BEIDLEMAN, Zoology Dept., Colo- 
rado A&G M College, Ft. Collins, Colo. 


29. SEDIMENTARY FOOTHILLS, PINON- 
JUNIPER WOODLAND.—Location: Fourteen 
miles northwest of Fort Collins, Colorado, at Owl 
Canyon (R70W, TON, S1) just east of U. S. High- 
way 287. Size: 50 acres. Description of Area: A 
rectangular tract at an elevation of 6000 feet which 
occupies an east-facing limestone and sandstone hog- 
back slope. Ground surface comprised largely of badly 
weathered sandstone and limestone broken up by 
sharply defined gullies, some of which are about 20 
feet deep and 150 feet in width. Dominant vegeta- 
tion includes mature open stands of Pifion Pine 
(Pinus edulis), Rocky Mountain Cedar (Juniperus 
scopularum), interspersed with Mountain Mahogany 
(Cercocarpus parvifolius). The understory is ex- 
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tremely sparse and consists of scattered stands of 
Bromus grass and some Three-leaf Sumac (Rhus tri- 
lobata). Within the tract are areas of short-grass 
which total about six acres. The dominants in these 
areas are Western Wheat Grass (Agropyron smithii) 
and Blue Grama (Bouteloua gracilis). This pifion 
grove represents the northernmost extension of pifion 
on the east side of the Rocky Mountains. It is iso- 
lated from similar stands to the south and west by 
a distance of 150 miles. Some of the largest and 
oldest known pifions are within this grove. The 
gullies may contain water at infrequent intervals but 
not during this period of study. No natural sources 
of water occur in the grove. EpGE: Similar habitat 
occurs on all sides but the entire isolated pifion 
woodland occupies only a few square miles. Cov- 
erage: Dec. 23; Jan. 9, 11, 12; Feb. 3, 7. Total, 6 
trips, averaging an hour and fifteen minutes each. 
Census: Am. Magpie, 13 (26); Townsend’s Soli- 
taire, 6 (12); Oregon Junco, 2 (4); Horned Owl, 
1 (2); Red-shafted Flicker, 1 (2); Mountain Chicka- 
dee, 1 (2); Swainson’s Hawk, +; Rough-legged 
Hawk, +; Ferruginous Hawk, +; Golden Eagle, +; 
Prairie Falcon, +; Ruby-crowned Kinglet, +. Aver- 
age Total: 24 birds (density, 48 birds per 100 
acres). Remarks: The temperature range was -10° 
to 68°, the daily mean being 34°. Snowfall totaled 
3.7 inches, most of which fell during one storm. The 
ground remained bare almost the entire period. Wind 
within the tract was highly variable and was greater 
in velocity during the latter part of the count. Jan- 
uary was the warmest on record, and it is probable 
that the mild weather conditions, plus the fact that 
the pifion nut crop had already been utilized by 
Pifion Jays and Clarke’s Nutcrackers during the fall, 
account for the comparatively low population den- 
sity. Also, this was a poor season for Mountain Ma- 
hogany seed. Magpies were observed to utilize the 
pifons as night roosting areas, arriving at dusk in 
flocks of 4 to 8 which eventually consolidated into 
a single flock of 50 or more birds. It is not known 
whether this is a daily occurrence. All hawks were 
observed in flight and apparently spend little time 
over the grove. Birds seen before the count was 
initiated include one Steller’s Jay and two Spotted 
Towhees. Small birds heard during the census period 
but not positively identified were probably Golden- 
crowned Kinglets. The Ruby-crowned Kinglet record 
is unusual in that this species is typically a migrant. 
—ALLEN E. ANDERSON, Dept. of Wildlife Conserva- 
tion and Forest Recreation, Colorado A & M College, 
Fort Collins, Colo. 


30. CITY CEMETERY.—Location: At the end 
of Mountain Avenue on the west edge of Fort Col- 
lins, Colorado. Size: 35 acres. Description of Area: 
See Audubon Field Notes, 4:228. Weather: During 
the census period the temperature ranged from -10° 
to 68° with a daily mean of 34°. The month of 
January was the warmest on record. Snowfall was 
only 3.7 inches, from one storm, and remained on 
the ground but a few days. Strong winds were com- 
mon towards the end of the period. The nearby 
mountains had similar weather. Coverage: Dec. 23, 
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30; Jan. 6, 13, 22; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips, averaging 
one hour each. Census: Oregon Junco, 17 (49); 
Red-shafted Flicker, 6 (17); House Finch, 6 (17); 
White-crowned Sparrow (Gambel’s), 6 (17); 
Golden-crowned Kinglet, 5 (14); Black-capped 
Chickadee, 3 (9); House Sparrow, 3 (9); Downy 
Woodpecker, 1 (3); Am. Magpie, 1 (3); Slate. 
colored Junco, 1 (3); Gray-headed Junco, 1 (3); 
Golden Eagle, +; Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, +; Blue 
Jay, +; Townsend's Solitaire, +; Am. Goldfinch, +; 
Harris's Sparrow, +. Average Total: 50 birds (den. 
sity, 143 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: This lowest 
population density in four winters is probably a re- 
flection of unusually mild weather and lack of snow 
cover in the surrounding country, making available 
habitats which are usually avoided during winter. 
Many of the mountain residents formerly encoun- 
tered were absent, including especially the Mountain 
Chickadee, Brown Creeper and Red-breasted Nut- 
hatch. The Golden-crowned Kinglet, on the other 
hand, was more abundant than ever. Junco flocks 
were much smaller and more scattered than usual. 
Flickers and White-crowned Sparrows were more 
common. The Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (immature 
male) and Harris’s Sparrow are uncommon winter 
species in north-central Colorado. For the fourth 
year the highest population density centered in a 
line of Blue Spruce extending through the northern 
end of the area—RICHARD G. BEIDLEMAN, Zoology 
Dept., Colorado A & M College, Ft. Collins, Colo. 


31. UPPER FOOTHILLS, PONDEROSA PINE 
FOREST.—Location: In Genesee Mountain Park 
of the Denver Mountain Parks, 17 miles west of 
Denver, Colorado, in NW part of Section 15, T. 4 S., 
R. 71 W., 6th Principal Meridian. Size: 67 acres. 
Description of Area: A nearly pure all-aged stand 
of Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa), 50 acres of 
thinly-stocked, dry south and southwest slope and 17 
acres of better-stocked north and northeast slope, de- 
scribed in Audubon Field Notes, 6:230-231 and 311- 
312. Weather: Temperatures at Denver, which is 
approximately 2500 feet lower and 10°F. warmer than 
the study area, averaged approximately 12° above 
normal daily mean of 30° for the count period, with 
extremes of 71° (Jan. 9) and 4° (Jan. 15) (Den- 
ver’s warmest January on record). Precipitation, all 
snow, was 40% of normal. Severe November weather, 
with the average daily mean temperature 7° below 
normal and snowfall somewhat in excess of normal, 
perhaps had more effect on the winter bird population 
than the weather during the count period. Snow cover 
on the south slopes decreased from about 46%, up to 
3 inches deep, at the time of the first two trips, to 
none at the end of the period. That on the north 
slopes decreased steadily from 95%, up to 12 inches 
deep, to 5% at the end. Coverage: Dec. 26; Jan. 4, 
13, 18, 25; Feb. 1. Total, 6 trips averaging 2 hours 
each. Hours between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
Remarks: Seed crop of Ponderosa Pine was negligi- 
ble. Those of Douglas Fir, juniper, Mountain Ma- 
hogany, Squaw Currant, Kinnikinnick and “weeds” 
were good. Red Crossbills, which bred in this area 
and its vicinity throughout the winter a year ago, 
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North South Entire 

Slope Slope Area 
Species 17 acres 50 acres 67 acres 
Pygmy Nuthatch ..... 2 (12) 17 (34) 19 (28) 
Mountain Chickadee .. 3 (18) 5 (10) 8 (12) 
Cassin’s Finch ....... — 6 (12) 6 (9) 
eS err eee 1 (6) 2 (4) 3 (4) 
White-breasted Nuthatch 1 (6) k 2) 2 (3) 
se | ere 1 (2) 1 (2) 
a eee rere s «2 i €2) 
Clark’s Nutcracker : «£2 : 23 
Townsend's Solitaire —_ : <2 . €23 
Grav-headed Junco .... — : €§z2 <2) 
Horned Owl ........ = + 


Hairy Woodpecker ... — + 





Am. Magpie ........ — -|. 
Brown Creeper ...... + — -t- 
Am. Goldfinch ...... — + ++ 
Juncos (unidentified) . + a + 
Average Totals .... 7 36 43 
Density per 100 acres Al 72 64 





were entirely absent, perhaps largely because of the 
shortage of pine seed; they are believed to be nesting 
this year in the Canadian Life-zone at about 10,500 
feet. Juncos were unusually scarce in the vicinity 
and it is noteworthy that all those identified were of 
the local breeding species, the Gray-headed. The oc- 
currence of Clarke’s Nutcrackers (7 flying east Jan. 
13) is unusual. While the 1951-52 study of this 
area showed a population excess on the north slopes 
of 80% over that of the south slopes, this year’s south 
slope population exceeded that of the north slope by 
71%. (See remarks on Pygmy Nuthatch for accom- 
panying studies in Lodgepole Pine and Douglas Fir 
forests, Nos. 32 and 33).—DoONALD M. THATCHER, 
2916 Perry Street, Denver, Colo. 


32. IMMATURE LODGEPOLE PINE FOR- 
EST.—Location: In Genesee Mountain Park of the 
Denver Mountain Parks, 15 miles west of Denver, 
Colorado, on north slope of the Mountain. Size: 20 
acres. Description of Area: A generally pure stand 
of Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) of medium den- 
sity, aged 90 years, with small amount of Douglas 
Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia) and Ponderosa Pine 
(Pinus ponderosa), described in Audubon Field 
Notes, 5:315 and 6:231. Weather: For summary, see 
Study No. 31. Snow cover was approximately 50% 
at start of study, up to 10 inches in depth, and di- 
minished to approximately 2% at end. Coverage: 
Dec. 20; Jan. 13, 17, 18, 25; Feb. 6. Total, 6 trips, 
averaging 50 minutes each. Hours between 8 a.m. and 
4 p.m. Census: Mountain Chickadee, 7 (35); Pygmy 
Nuthatch, 6 (30); Brown Creeper, 2 (10); Pine 
Siskin, 2 (10); White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (5); 
Am. Magpie, +; Am. Crow, +. Average Total: 18 
birds (density, 90 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Lodgepole Pine and Douglas Fir seed crops were 
good; Ponderosa Pine had none. The occurrence of 
1 to 12 Pygmy Nuthatches in this habitat on all but 
one trip (when 22 were recorded in the adjacent 


Douglas Fir) is very unusual; the only previous ob- 
servation of this species by the writer at any season 
in the area (at least 40 trips in three years) was of 
a single bird during the 1951 breeding season (Audu- 
bon Field Notes, 5:315), although it is always plen- 
tiful in the adjacent Ponderosa Pine. This year’s 
shortage of Ponderosa Pine seed in the surrounding 
stands and the abundance here of Douglas Fir seed, 
on which this species appeared to feed extensively, 
may account for the invasion of this habitat. How- 
ever, the accompanying study in the Ponderosa Pine 
Forest (Study No. 31) indicates no general decrease 
of this species in its usual habitat, but a reduction in 
numbers on the north slopes, where practically all 
the Douglas Fir occurs. The Mountain Chickadee in- 
creased to 35 per 100 acres from 20 and 10 during 
the two previous years, with no abundance change 
in the Ponderosa Pine. The Pine Siskin, a common 
summer resident, occurred in small flocks, although 
it had not been recorded during the two previous 
winters—DONALD M. THATCHER, Denver, Colo. 


33. IMMATURE DOUGLAS FIR FOREST.— 
Location: In Genesee Mountain Park of the Denver 
Mountain Parks, 15 miles west of Denver, Colorado, 
on north slope of the mountain. Size: 20 acres. De- 
scription of Area: A 90-year-old, medium-heavy 
stand of Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga taxifolia), with 
about 10% of Lodgepole Pine (Pinus contorta) and 
Ponderosa Pine (Pinus ponderosa), described in 
Audubon Field Notes, 5:315 and 6:232. Coverage: 
Dec. 20; Jan. 13, 17, 18, 25; Feb. 6. Total, 6 trips, 
averaging 50 minutes each. Hours between 9 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. Census: Mountain Chickadee, 8 (40) ; 
Pygmy Nuthatch, 8 (40); Pine Siskin, 2 (10); 
Gray-headed Junco, 2 (10); Am. Magpie, 1 (5); 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 1 (5); Townsend’s Soli- 
taire, 1 (5); White-winged Junco, 1 (5); Hairy 
Woodpecker (Rocky Mountain), +; Steller’s Jay, +; 
Am. Crow, +; Brown Creeper, +; Golden-crowned 
Kinglet, +; Am. Goldfinch, +; Red Crossbill, +; 
Oregon Junco (Pink-sided), +. Average Total: 24 
birds (density, 120 birds per 100 acres). Remarks: 
Weather, snow cover and seed crops similar to those 
of adjacent Lodgepole Pine stand (Study No. 32). As 
in the Lodgepole Pine habitat, the invasion of Pygmy 
Nuthatches is unusual, none having been observed 
previously in this area by the writer during three 
years of observation at all seasons. The Mountain 
Chickadee similarly increased to 40 per 100 acres 
from 10 and 15 during the two preceding winters. 
The Pine Siskin had not been recorded during those 
two winters. The three species of juncos occurred 
only during the first trip and were probably vertical 
migrants, as they prefer the more open Ponderosa 
Pine and grassy slopes where, in the surrounding ter- 
ritory, they were unusually scarce this year DONALD 
M. THATCHER, Denver, Colo. 
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COOPERATIVE STUDY OF SPRING MIGRATION 


Your first arrival dates in 1953 for each of the following species are desired, to help solve 
unanswered questions about the progress of spring migration and the effects of weather on 
daily movement. 


Canada Goose 

Marsh Hawk 

Killdeer 

Mourning Dove 

Common Nighthawk 
Chimney Swift 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird 
Yellow-shafted Flicker 
Eastern Kingbird 


House Wren 

Wood Thrush 

Black and White Warbler 
Yellow Warbler 

Myrtle Warbler 

American Redstart 
Red-winged Blackbird 
Baltimore Oriole 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak 



























Eastern Phoebe Indigo Bunting 

Eastern Wood Pewee American Goldfinch 
Barn Swallow Slate-colored Junco 
Purple Martin Chipping Sparrow 
American Crow White-throated Sparrow 






If you kept a record of the date on which one or more of the above species arrived at your home or in an 
area which you visit regularly, please report it at once to your Regional Editor. For purposes of this study 
the very earliest arrival in your state or county is not so important as the dates on which the largest number 
of observers saw or heard their first bird. So even if you feel your first arrival dates are too late to be of 
value, we would still like very much to have them provided they represent actual arrival dates for those 
individual birds. Some of the species listed probably wintered in your area; it is not expected that anyone will 


be able to supply arrival dates for all of them. 


This spring migration study, which was originated in Wisconsin in 1951 by James H. Zimmerman, is being 
greatly expanded this year, and will continue for at least four more years. Progress of the investigations 
will be reported from time to time in Audubon Field Notes. 


JUNE 1952. We still can use copies. If you have 
Audubon Field Notes for that issue 
and no longer wish it, won't you send 
it in to 1130 Fifth Avenue, New 

York 28, N. Y. 
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